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RAILROAD PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Irwin, ID Accident Number: WPR24FA225
Date & Time: July 4, 2024, 17:25 Local Registration: N786AE

. . GAME COMPOSITES LLC GB1 S
Aircraft: GAMEBIRD Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On July 4, 2024, about 1725 mountain daylight time, a Game Composites LLC GB1 Gamebird,
N786AE, was substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Irwin, Idaho. The
pilot was fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations
Part 91 personal flight.

According to the pilot of another airplane, he and the accident pilot were practicing an
aerobatic formation flight for a future airshow within an aerobatic practice area just west of
Alpine Airport (46U), Alpine, Wyoming. After completing the formation flight, the pilot
maneuvered his airplane away from the aerobatic box while the accident pilot completed solo
aerobatic maneuvers.

Witnesses located on the Palisades Reservoir observed the airplane perform a series of solo
aerobatic maneuvers. On the last series, they saw the airplane fly nearly vertical, with aerobatic
smoke on, where it performed a tight, pivoting turn, to a vertical descent. Immediately after,
the airplane entered a flat spin maneuver. After multiple revolutions, the airplane entered a
nose low dive, and impacted the water.

Examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane impacted the Palisades Reservoir
and came to rest inverted in about 10 ft of water about 1 mile west off the departure end of
runway 31 at 46U. Examination of the recovered wreckage revealed that all major components
were accounted for. The wreckage was relocated to a secure facility for further examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: GAME COMPOSITES LLC Registration: N786AE
Model/Series: GB1 GAMEBIRD Aircraft Category: Airplane
Amateur Built:

Operator: GAMEBIRD WEST LLC Operating Certificate(s) None
Held:

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KJAC,6419 ft msl Observation Time: 16:56 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 29 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 19°C /-2°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 10 knots / 14 knots, 250°
Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.34 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Alpine, WY Destination: Alpine, WY

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, Longitude:  43.18117,-111.06185 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Nepomuceno, Eleazar

Additional Participating Persons: ~ Jason Valenzuela; Federal Aviation Administration; Salt Lake City, UT
Philipp Steinbach; Game Composites LLC; Bentonville, AR

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

