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THE BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC 
NAMES DOMESTIC NAMES 

COMMITTEE PROPOSAL FORM 
This document is for those interested in proposing:  

1. A new name for a currently unnamed geographic feature, or  
2. A change to an existing name, spelling, or where a name is applied.  

 
By submitting this form, the proponent acknowledges the BGN Policies  

and agrees to work with BGN staff regarding their proposal. 

 
  

VERSION 2.0.1 
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf


Domestic Geographic Name Proposal Form 
The U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN) is responsible for standardizing the names of geographic features 
within the 50 States and in other areas under the sovereignty of the United States. The BGN retains the legal 
authority t o promulgate all official names and locations of natural features (e.g. mountains, rivers, valleys), as well as 
canals, channel s, reservoirs, and other  select feature types. 

This form is to propose a new name or name, spelling, or application change for a geographic feature for Federal 
use. A proponent should carefully review the proposal prior to submission to ensure that it is consistent with the 
BGN policies. Please note all fields with a red outline are required prior to submitting this form. 

The proponent should also be aware that the entire proposal—including personal identifying information and any 
associated correspondence—is in the public domain and may be made publicly available at any time. 

Submit 
Proposal: 

1. Email this form and supporting
documentation to: BGNEXEC@usgs.gov

i. Save PDF as ‘ST_GeographicNam e’
for example ‘CO_BearCreek’ 

ii. Email Subject: ST_GeographicName

OR 2. Send by mail to:
U.S. BGN Executive Secretary, Domestic Names
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS-523
Reston, VA 20192

Y N 

Please note that anything submitted by mail will delayed. 

Contact Us: 
BGNEXEC@us gs.gov 

Naming Basics 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

Proposed Name: 

Is this name in current local use? 

Y N 

What is the Feature Class?

Is this to change an existing name? 

If yes, please provide the official name and Feature ID 
as it appears in the Geographic Names Information 
System (GNIS). 

GNIS Name: 

Feature ID: 

Location Basics 

Where is the feature? 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

For Linear Features (e.g. stream or valley): 

Mouth/Confluence 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

Source/Headwater 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

General Location: 

State: 

County: 

City/Town/ 
Township/ 
Borough: 

Public Land Survey System: 
Section(s), Township, Range, Meridian 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names


 

  

 

Feature Description 
Physical shape, length, width, etc. (Maps can be submitted separately by email) 

 

Name Details 

Name information: 

 Please provide 
relevant information 
about the proposed 
name, such as 
origin, meaning, how 
long it has been in 
current use, as well 
as current or 
historical 
significance. Also 
include why you 
believe the feature 
requires a name or 
name change and 
why the proposed 
name is appropriate. 
Describe any 
documents that you 
will be submitting 
(separately by email) 
to support your 
proposal. 

 



Y N 

Please provide a list of supporting documentation, including any web links: 
Examples: Published sources showing the proposed name or letters of support (local government, historical 
society, etc.). 

Is the name commemorative? Does the name honor or refer to a person or persons? 

Please note that the BGN will only accept proposals for names that are intended to honor a person or persons 
deceased at least five years. The BGN will disapprove names that could be construed to honor living persons. The 
person being honored should have had either (1) some direct or long-term association with the feature, or (2) have 
made a significant contribution to the area, community, or State in which it is located; or (3) have outstanding 
national or international recognition. The BGN discourages the use of an individual’s full name except to avoid 
ambiguity. 

If yes, please provide the following: 

Honoree’s Date of Birth: Honoree’s Date of Death: 

Short biography and significance or association with the geographic feature: (list any additional honorees here) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf#page=17


 

Y N 

Is the feature in a Wilderness 
Area or Wilderness Study Area? 

Y N 
If yes, please provide your justification for making an 
exception to the Wilderness Policy: 

Please note that the BGN will not approve new names for unnamed features within wilderness areas or wilderness 
study areas , unless an overriding need can be demonstrated by the proponent. 

Y N 

Unknown 

Additional Information

Is there any local opposition or conflict with the proposed name? 

If yes, please explain and descr ibe any opposition: 

Additional notes: 

Proponent Information 

Please provide one form of contact (email preferred): 

Proponent’s Name: 

Agency or Organization, if applicable: 

Email: 

Mailing 
Address: 

Phone: 

Are you completing this form for someone else? 

If yes, please fill out the following: 
Completed by: 

Full Name: 

Email: 

Mailing 
Address: 

Phone: 

Please submit this form and supporting documentation to:  1. By email to BGNEXEC@usgs.gov   2. By mail to the address on page 2. 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf#page=19
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov

	Proposed Name: Raven Peak
	Local Use: Choice2
	Feature Type: [Summit]
	Official Federal Name: Choice1
	Current GNIS Name: Mount Woodring
	Current GNIS ID: 1609175
	Point Latitude: 43.8023147
	Point Longitude: -110.7944033
	Mouth Latitude: 
	Mouth Longitude: 
	Source Latitude: 
	Source Longitude: 
	County/City: Teton
	Zip code: Moose
	Section, Township, Range and Meridian: 
	Click or tap here to enter Feature Description (Physical shape, length, width, etc: 
	): Mount Woodring 11,559 feet (3,523 m) is located in the Teton Range, Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming. The mountain is immediately west of Leigh Lake and is sandwiched between Paintbrush Canyon to the south and Leigh Canyon to the north.

	Name Information: This peak was first climbed in 1930 by Dr. Fritiof Fryxell, first park naturalist at Grand Teton National Park and professor of Geology at Augustana College in Rock Island, IL.  Shortly thereafter, Fryxell proposed that the peak be named Mount Woodring in honor of Samuel T. Woodring, the first superintendent of Grand Teton National Park.  This proposal was never acted upon, perhaps because Woodring was still living at the time.  On July 7, 1934, Woodring was charged with assault with intent to commit rape in the District Court in Teton County, WY.  The alleged victim was an eleven year old girl.  On September 17, 1935, the charges against Woodring were dismissed because the parents of the girl did not want to put their daughter through the trauma of testifying.  Woodring died on October 13, 1939 in Butte, MT.  In the early 1960s, a small group of men launched an effort to name Mount Woodring.  The group went forward with full knowledge of the allegations against Woodring.  They succeeded in convincing the USBGN to adopt the name Mount Woodring.  The Board approved the name on January 1, 1963.  This name change is being proposed because the name Mount Woodring is offensive.  Although not found guilty in a court of law, there is evidence to suggest that Woodring committed the acts of child sexual abuse.  Supporting information to prove Woodring's egregious misdeeds will be provided in the form of records from the Teton County District Court in Wyoming dating to 1934 and 1935 and also a letter written by Grand Teton National Park clerk Howard M. Sherman on July 3, 1934.  These documents should demonstrate the offensive nature of the name Mount Woodring and the need to adopt a new name at the earliest possible opportunity.

As for the new name, Raven Peak is being proposed because ravens are commonly found in the Tetons, they are considered intelligent birds, and the raven is considered significant in most Native American cultures.  The name Raven Peak is also being specifically recommended because it is the name of an animal, not a person.  The reputation of a person can change with the passage of time, whereas the status of a raven is not likely to change as years pass.  The hope is that Raven Peak will have staying power that helps to make it a fitting name.
	Supporting documentation with details: 
	Is the name commemorative: No
	Honoree's DOB: 
	Honoree's DOD: 
	Short Biography and Significance: 
	Is the feature in a wilderness area: Yes
	Justificaation for making an exception to the Wilderness Policy: This is a proposal to rename a geographic feature.
	Is there any local opposition: No
	explain and describe any opposition: 
	Additional Notes: Two documents testifying to the offensive nature of the name Mt. Woodring are included with this application, one from the Wyoming State Archives and the other from the National Archives at College Park, Maryland.  Some information will be redacted in both documents to protect the identity of minor children under the age of 18.
	Proponent Full Name: Bruce Noble
	Agency or Organization: 
	Proponents Email: webnoble1@gmail.com
	Proponent Mailing Address: 467 Snow Mesa Court
Grand Junction, CO  81507
	Proponents Phone Number: 970-549-1692
	Are you filing this for someone else: Choice2
	Submitters Full Name: 
	Submitters Email: 
	Submitters Mailing Address: 
	Submitters Phone Number: 
	State01: Wyoming


