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Some maples are starting to show their fall colors in the area.        Paul Mueller photo

NHPD, CCSO
consolidation
discussed
By Mark Sherry

New Holstein Mayor Jeff Hebl unveiled 
a plan at last Tuesday evening’s meeting 
of the Committee of the Whole which 
would consolidate the New Holstein Po-
lice Department into the Calumet County 
Sheriff’s Office (CCSO).

No action was taken on the proposal 
which was made in front of dozens of city 
taxpayers—all wearing masks—who filled 
the Community Center.

“There’s a lot of anxiety in this room 
right now—I completely get it,” Mayor 
Hebl said as he began the presentation 
and discussion. He quickly added that he 
needed to dispel a rumor in light of events 
happening around the country. “We are not 
defunding,” he said.

Hebl said he has reached out to other 
mayors and directors of public works in 
other local communities to see if efforts 
could be combined as a way of saving tax 
dollars. The retired captain of the NHPD 
said he initially inquired about the Kiel and 
New Holstein police departments joining 
forces but said there are “more hoops to 
jump through” if city police departments 
are consolidated.
Fire departments also considered

Hebl also said he is looking at explor-
ing further cooperation between local 
fire departments as a way to save money, 
especially in terms of shared trucks. He 
said with the current mutual aid system, 
“If there’s a big fire, the calvary’s already 
coming.”

The mayor said the city’s budget for the 
Police Department is approaching $1 mil-
lion per year and is expected to exceed that 
amount within the next few years. He said 
call volumes for the NHPD go down sig-
nificantly from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. so origi-
nally he explored just contracting overnight 
hours with Calumet County.
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