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VALLEY BRIEFS

MEXICALI BRIEFS

CALIFORNIA LOTTERY

Results for Thursday, March 3

Daily 3 Midday   1-1-1
Daily 3 Evening   4-9-3

Daily 4   0-1-8-8
Fantasy 5   4-16-21-28-33

Daily Derby
Race Time   1:43.39
1st   04 – Big Ben

2nd   03 – Hot Shot
3rd   01 – Gold Rush

BY MATTHEW LEE 
AND VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
Associated Press

WASHINGTON – Eyeing 
each other warily across nego-
tiating tables, U.S. and Russian 
diplomats never much trust-
ed each other. Yet even during 
the Cold War, they hashed out 
agreements on the biggest is-
sues of the day.

Now the fierce, mutual hos-
tility over Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine raises a critical ques-
tion: Is U.S.-Russian diplomacy 
effectively dead?

The answer is crucial for rea-
sons that go far beyond the 
Ukraine war and the immediate 
interests of both nations.

The United States and Rus-
sia have been at the center of 
almost every item on the global 
agenda, including arms control, 
space cooperation, cybersecuri-
ty and climate change. Progress 
on those issues and more, such 
as Arctic policy and maritime 
and aviation safety, largely de-
pend on the two giants finding 
common ground.

There hasn’t been a total 
breakdown in diplomatic ties. 
For the moment at least, em-
bassies remain open in both 
capitals despite a festering but 
unrelated diplomatic spat that 
has seen the two sides expel 
dozens of diplomats since 2017. 
And both Russia and the United 
States are involved in negotia-
tions about reviving the 2015 
Iran nuclear deal, now under-
way in Vienna.

The well-known “hotline” 
communication channels 
aimed at preventing nucle-
ar war remain in place. And 
the Pentagon has established 
a “de-confliction line” of di-
rect communication with the 
Russian ministry of defense to 
avoid unintended Ukraine mil-
itary incidents and escalation.

But aside from the Vienna 
talks, the most recent signifi-
cant communication between 
the two sides appears to have 
been the U.S. notification to 
Russia on Monday that it would 
expel 12 Russians from the 
United Nations on espionage 
grounds.

Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, whose spokesman last 
week accused the Russians of 

engaging in diplomatic “kabuki 
theater,” said the door to diplo-
macy remains open but only 
narrowly and only if Moscow 
halts its military offensive.

“What we’ve seen repeated-
ly is that Russia goes through 
the pretense of diplomacy to 
distract and continue on its 
aggressive path,” Blinken told 
reporters Wednesday.

“If we determine that there 
are areas that it’s in our inter-
est to continue to pursue that 
may involve some engagement 
for Russia, we’ll continue to 
pursue that,” he said, adding 
however that “we’re not going 
to let Russia dictate in any way 
what’s in our interests and how 
to pursue it.”

At the highest level, President 
Joe Biden and Russian leader 
Vladimir Putin have not spoken 
since a roughly hourlong phone 
call on Feb. 12, in which Biden 
told Putin that a “Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine would produce 
widespread human suffering 
and diminish Russia’s stand-
ing.” Twelve days later, Russia 
invaded.

The last contact between 
the nations’ top diplomats – 
Blinken and Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov – oc-

curred on the eve of the in-
vasion. On Feb. 23, Blinken 
wrote to Lavrov to say he was 
canceling a scheduled meeting 
in Geneva the next day because 
he did not believe it would be 
productive. Lavrov replied with 
a cursory note blaming any lack 
of productiveness on inflexible 
American positions, according 
to U.S. officials.

Other than that, the last pub-
licly acknowledged contact may 
have been the U.S. informing 
Russia on Feb. 23 that it was 
expelling the No. 2 at its embas-
sy in Washington in retaliation 
for Russia’s expulsion of the 
U.S. deputy ambassador from 
Moscow in mid-February.

The dearth of contact, apart 
from angry statements deliv-
ered by both sides at the United 
Nations, is problematic.

“Generally one should pre-
serve the ability to talk, and at 
the end of the day one usually 
finds ways to do what needs 
to be done,” said Ronald Neu-
mann, the president of the 
American Academy of Diplo-
macy and a former three-time 
U.S. ambassador. “Russia won’t 
be isolated forever, but right 
now there is a need to send 
them a message. We can’t wink 

at them extinguishing a sover-
eign country.”

Neumann noted that even 
during the Cuban missile crisis 
in the 1960s there were se-
cret contacts, often involving 
intermediaries, despite blus-
ter from both Washington and 
Moscow, and eventually there 
was a peaceful resolution. Cool-
er heads, he said, should pre-
vail eventually as the impact of 
the lack of diplomacy becomes 
clearer.

“We, too, will pay a price for 
isolating Russia,” he said. “But 
right now that appears to be a 
price that we should pay (be-
cause) we don’t want to give the 
Russians a free hand.”

With a wide-ranging list of 
potential areas of cooperation, 
the Biden administration has 
sought to ensure that not all 
contacts are banned. It has 
barred most U.S. diplomats 
from formal interactions with 
their Russian counterparts 
overseas, but the State Depart-
ment said Tuesday that U.S. 
Ambassador to Russia John 
Sullivan has been in touch with 
counterparts in Moscow in re-
cent days.

The exemptions to barred 
contacts include not just the 

Iran talks but discussions with 
Russia at most international 
forums like the United Na-
tions. They also include direct 
talks with Moscow on consular 
issues, which for the United 
States means primarily the 
fate of at least two Americans 
detained on what Washington 
says are specious espionage 
charges.

For Russia, though, the ap-
pearance of diplomacy remains. 
Even as Russian troops have 
pressed their offensive deeper 
into Ukraine amid internation-
al outrage and increasing inter-
national isolation, Lavrov has 
sought to continue business as 
usual, talking about arms con-
trol in remarks to a U.N. disar-
mament conference in Geneva 
on Tuesday.

He spoke via video link after 
several EU nations barred him 
from flying there because of 
a European ban on Russian 
planes, part of bruising sanc-
tions against Moscow. Lavrov 
berated the EU members for 
their “refusal to respect the 
right to freedom of movement, 
which is a fundamental human 
right.”

After repeating a litany of ac-
cusations against Ukraine and 
the West for moves he said were 
threatening Russia’s security, 
Lavrov spoke about Moscow’s 
readiness to continue the talks 
on arms control and European 
security – a statement that rang 
hollow as the war in Ukraine 
made such negotiations irrel-
evant.

He denounced what he called 
NATO’s policy to contain Rus-
sia and its refusal to meet Mos-
cow’s demand to keep Ukraine 
out of NATO and roll back al-
liance military deployments in 
Eastern Europe.

“I am once again urging the 
United States, its allies and cli-
ents to unfailingly honor their 
obligations not to strengthen 
their own security at the ex-
pense of others,” Lavrov said. 
“Obviously, this would help 
improve the military-political 
situation in the Euro-Atlantic 
region and create prerequisites 
for making headway on the en-
tire range of matters in the field 
of arms control, including pos-
sible work on new agreements.”

Breakdown of US and Russia diplomacy runs deep, beyond Ukraine

U.S. President Joe Biden and Secretary of State Antony Blinken (left) meets with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, at the ‘Villa la Grange’, June 16, 2021, in 
Geneva, Switzerland. PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

CRIME

Man shot to death
A man was shot to death Wednesday evening, ac-

cording to media reports.
The incident was reported at 11 p.m. at a residence 

in the Colonia Voluntad area.
A witness notified authorities about an injured 

man who was transported to the Red Cross west clin-
ic.

The deceased man was identified as German, 26.
The witness reported German was assaulted by a 

man about 5-foot-5 who was dressed in black.
The victim died while receiving medical attention.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Guns, firearms seized
No arrests were made after state police seized sev-

eral guns and firearms, the Department of Public 
Safety reported.

The agency said a person flagged officers patrolling 
the Valle de las Misiones area.

The reporting party told the authorities several 

guns were seen inside a vehicle.
Upon approaching the vehicle, police officers con-

firmed several firearms were inside.
Three shotguns, a handgun and nine magazines 

were seized and turned over to the Attorney Gener-
al’s Office for investigation.

ASSEMBLY

State lawmakers meet 
California colleagues

Baja California lawmakers recently met with Cal-
ifornia legislators in order to discuss several issues, 
including the environment.

Assemblywoman Daylin Garcia said lawmakers 
with the Commission of Economic Development and 
Border Affairs attended the meeting in the California 
Capitol in Sacramento.

Topics discussed included pollution in irrigation 
canals, southern Mexicali’s lagoon system, the New 
River and environmental justice.

Non-profit association Comité Cívico de Mexicali 
introduced a document that seeks to promote clean-
ing the region’s water and air on both sides of the 

border.
Lawmakers decided to create an inter-institutional 

committee to introduce legislation to use funds to 
address environmental issues, Garcia said.

COURTS

Man sentenced for homicide
A man who was arrested for the October 2017 

murder of an individual inside a military facility was 
sentenced to six years in prison.

The Mexican Attorney General’s Office said the 
suspect, who was identified only as Carlos Mario, was 
arrested after the murder reported in the kitchen of 
the military base in Mexicali.

The incident occurred during a fight between the 
killer and the victim that ended with the latter suffer-
ing a fatal knife wound.

The victim died at the scene, the authorities said.
The suspect was arrested by military staff.
The Mexican Attorney General’s Office requested 

a payment of about $64,000 in Mexican currency in 
restitution to the victim’s relatives.

–Arturo Bojorquez, abojorquez@ivpressonline.com

IMPERIAL

Ratepayers caught up 
from pandemic delinquencies, 
IID reports

Accumulated ratepayer debt to the Imperial Irri-
gation District, which reached a peak of $11.3 mil-
lion in December 2020 during the first year of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, has been resolved, the district’s 
board of directors learned Tuesday.

“The good news is that this debt’s been paid off,” 
Belen Valenzuela, IID’s chief financial officer, told the 
board during its regular meeting.

The delinquent accounts accumulated between 
March and December 2020, while the district tem-
porarily suspended electric service disconnections 

while stay-at-home orders prevailed for many busi-
nesses and workplaces, impacting incomes and busi-
ness revenues.

Recovery of the unpaid balance picked up in Feb-
ruary 2021 as IID worked with 9,000 customers on 
payment installment plans and with partner agencies 
to help customers get financial assistance with their 
unpaid balances.

As of Feb. 15, installment plans and balances dated 
March 4, 2020, through June 15, 2021, have been 
paid on active, inactive residential and some com-
mercial accounts, Valenzuela reported.

IID said its staff worked closely with 15 separate 
agencies in Imperial and Riverside counties, provid-
ed daily updates on where customers could go to get 
financial help and partnered with agencies to offer 
on-site clinics at district facilities.

Recent assistance came from the California Arrear-

age Payment Program ($1,735,792), in which credits 
were applied to qualified IID customers on their Feb-
ruary 2022 electric bill. A similar aggregated amount 
($1,753,048) came from the Low-Income Housing 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), consisting of Camp-
esinos Unidos in Imperial County and the County of 
Riverside Community Action Partnership.

IID General Manager Henry Martinez noted that 
the underserved communities have been unduly 
affected by the pandemic, so the payments were a 
much-welcomed relief.

“This is significant,” said IID Board President Jim 
Hanks. “Our staff and our partners, all working to-
gether, really put a lot of work into this. I want to 
commend everyone for a job well done.”

–Tom Bodus, tbodus@ivpressonline.com


