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Immense sargassum ‘blob’ expected to reach key, 
kicking off above average year
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Special to Islander News

WW
hat is being 
called a 
“massive, 
smelly blob” 
of seaweed 

is now heading toward 
Florida, experts say, and 
it could arrive earlier than 
June.

What does that mean for 

the Village of Key Biscayne, 
where last year 413 truck-
loads were required to haul 
away 7,420 cubic yards of 
the stringy, slimy, stinky 
brown sargassum (the fan-
cier word for seaweed)?

“We’re aware of it, but 
how much is going to 
get to Florida depends on 
wind currents and Mother 
Nature,” said Dr. Roland 

Samimy, the Village’s 
Chief of Resiliency and 
Sustainability. “We are 
giving folks a heads-up 
that it might be a heavy 
seaweed year.”

According to news 
reports, the “blob” dou-
bled in size in December 
and again in January, 
and although the amount 
decreased in the Atlantic 

Ocean, still between 6.1 
and 8.7 million tons could 
be headed toward Florida’s 
beaches, the Caribbean Sea 
and the Gulf of Mexico.

The 1,100 square-mile 
patch could fill some 3,000 
Olympic-sized swimming 
pools, according to Univer-
sity of Miami environmen-
tal engineers. 
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