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opinion

Cartoon’s use of hate symbol a 
controversial statement

Editorial cartoons are the visual equivalent of a 
guest column or a letter to the editor. They are one 
person’s opinion about a topic of importance in our 
world. Often, they are amusing, but the primary 
objective is to make readers think. The cartoonist 
wants to convince you, to change your mind, or at 
least to consider things from their perspective. The 
best ones are provocative. They convey conflict, an 
inanity or an obvious incongruity.

Last week’s Islander News contained a cartoon from 
longtime contributor Peter Evans that was timely, 
topical and effective in conveying a strong point of 
view. It showed President Trump giving a speech, 
saying “Chuck the Constitution.” The accompanying 
text contrasted the First Amendment’s words that 
people have the right to peaceably  assemble, with 
Trump’s admonition to “dominate”  Black Lives 
Matter demonstrations (some of which have turned 
violent). “Arrest and try people.”

What some readers have taken strong issue with 
is the inclusion on Trump’s jacket of a partial 
swastika – a visceral reminder of the Holocaust, 
the extermination of six million Jews, and Nazi 
Germany’s quest for world dominance. Perhaps the 
most powerful symbol of hate we know, it remains 
associated with White Power extremists worldwide, 
including the US -- groups that support the 
President, and who Trump has refused to condemn.

Given that reality, and the president’s authoritarian 
words that fly in the face of our Constitution, it’s 
clear why the cartoonist employed that symbol to 
hammer home his point. It was also heavy handed, 
inelegant and inadvertently insensitive. The Islander 
News would likely not invoke it in our editorials. But 
it is not libelous or slanderous. As with other opinions 
expressed on this page that we disagree with, we 
respect the creator’s right to express it. 

Calls for referendum on new bike lane plan
By invitation I called into the June 9 council 

meeting to offer my opinion of the recent decision 
to add green lanes on Crandon Boulevard. in both 
directions (though probably a moot point at this 
time.) 

I have been a KB property owner for the last 26 
years and love living here. I moved to KB for the 
lifestyle and safety it provided as I believe is the 
case with most other residents. That lifestyle has 
slowly been disintegrating with the infusion of 
crime, congestion and overpopulation. And now a 
“green bicycle expressway.”

As Mr. Lauredo stated in the Islander article of 
June 4: “There is no good reason for KB to change 
the bike lanes within the Village on Crandon that 
we now have.”

The cyclists entering the Key do not pay tolls or 
add to the economy, and in fact are just not good 
neighbors. 

KB residents will never change to bikes instead of 
cars because this is now a family island and that is 
why golf carts are so popular.

KB bikers will shy away from a green lane since it 
will be dominated by the pelotons. They will stay on 
the sidewalks.

I am very disappointed with this rushed decision 
made by the council without any discussion (to my 
knowledge), which impacts the lives of every single 
KB resident on a daily basis. This should be their 
decision!

In my estimation it calls for a referendum vote.

—Barbara Larkin
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Public service institution or business? 
Congress to decide future of US Postal 
Service

It’s in the Constitution. It reaches every 
mailbox in the US. Yet, the organization 
delivering our mail is in trouble. With over 
633,188 workers, The United States Postal 
System is the third largest civilian employer 
in the US (after the government and 
Walmart). The troubles we hear about the 
Postal Service are disconcerting and complex. 
Should it be considered a business or a public 
service institution?

Congress that has the power to revamp it.
Besides the convenience of having your 

mail delivered to your doorstep, the overall 
state of the institution is in the limelight 
because of its role during the election. 

There are no easy solutions to the financial 
and structural woes of the US Postal Service. 
The critical element missing in the discussion 
over solutions is that it was intended as a 
universal public good. It was designed to 
provide the bedrock delivery service to poorer 

and far-flung areas that private carriers 
(today) won’t bother with because doing 
so isn’t profitable. We cannot expect it to 
achieve profitability while competing with 
private companies not hampered by any of 
the restrictions Congress imposes on it.

More facts:
• The USPS is an independent agency 

anchored in the US Constitution as per 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 7, known as 
the Postal Clause. It’s one of the few 
agencies explicitly authorized by the 
Constitution and is legally obligated to serve 
all Americans, regardless of geography, at 
uniform price and quality.

• The notion of the “last mile delivery” 
reflects the legal obligation of the post office 
to deliver to every US mailbox, not just to a 
distribution center close by.

• It is charged to act like a business but 
also has to follow rules set by Congress 
that result in higher costs — notably, it’s 

Village denied citizens ability to file for 
candidacy, leaving mayor unopposed in 
election

Dear Village Manager Agha and Clerk 
Kulpa, and Village Attorneys Weiss Serota 
Helfman Cole & Bierman, 

I am writing to memorialize my 
conversation with Village Clerk Kulpa June 
12 at 1 p.m.

I called the clerk’s office and spoke 
with Kulpa to express my concern about 
the lack of public information about the 
election for mayor of Key Biscayne. Per the 

Village Charter, candidates may file their 
candidate package during the 10 days, June 
2-12. Candidates are required to pick-up 
the packages in person. 

Shockingly, I learned that incumbent 
mayoral candidate, Mike Davey, was able 
to pick up his candidate package a week 
before June 2, the first day packages were 
available to the public. “The mayor was 
able to pick up his package one week 
early,” Kulpa said, when I asked. 
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