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I
n a world that is ruled 
by the vagaries of a 
highly contagious 
virus. A world that 
literally changes 

by the minute, what is 
“normal”?

 Not two weeks ago, 
conversations around 
the village focused on 
continuing traffic issues 
on Crandon Boulevard, 

golf carts being driven by 
teens, parking issues at 
the Community Center, 
seaweed starting to 
reappear on our beaches, 
and the winning ways 
of our local youth soccer 
starts. That’s gone. Faded. 
A thing of the past.

 Now, our world is 
dominated by COVID-19. 
Coronavirus. Infections. 

Insidious nature of coronavirus impacts all 
aspects of Key Biscayne life 

Local photo of the week

Deaths. Exploding 
numbers. The poor 
personal habits of those 
who think themselves 
immune. Concern by 
responsible citizens about 
inadvertently passing the 
virus on to their loved 
ones or condo neighbors 
or fellow grocery store 
shoppers.

 Two weeks ago the 
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COVID-19 situation was 
a growing, but not dire, 
concern. One week ago, 
as the true nature of this 
virus showed itself, -- with 
cases growing in multiples 
every day, and the death 
toll rising steadily -- our 
world exploded into a semi-
controlled chaotic new 
“normal.”

 The health care system 
kicked into high gear – 
and quickly realized they 
were critically short of 
masks, gloves, ventilators 
and space to deal with 
the oncoming onslaught 
of patients. Heeding the 
clarion call for assistance, 
the federal, state, county 
and local government 
bodies stepped up to 
coordinate responses, find 
the needed supplies and 
equipment, and started 
erecting facilities that 
could serve the anticipated 
overflow.

 They also stepped 
up actions to control 
the movement of the 
population. Closing schools. 
Closing park access.  
Closing bars. Sports teams 
stopped playing. Restaurant 
hours were curtailed and 
then severely restricted 
to take out only. Church 
services were stopped. 
Access onto the island was 
temporarily blocked so 
police could check that only 
residents were coming here. 
But that was a logistical 
nightmare and has been 
adjusted.


