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— Two weeks ago 
after slowing Indiana’s 
reopening, Gov. Eric 
Holcomb has now 
pushed pause on the 
process.

“We are going to stay 
at Stage 4.5 for at least 
the next two weeks,” 
Holcomb said to open 
Wednesday’s statewide 
COVID-19 press confer-
ence.

On July 1, Holcomb 
announced the state 
would advance only a 
half step in its reopening 
plan, which was set to 
take effect on July 4. 
While some outdoor 
activities were allowed 
to expand, Holcomb held 
gathering requirements 
at 250 people and kept 
restaurants and bars at 
limited capacity.

Indiana State Health 
Commissioner Dr. Kris 
Box recapped COVID-19 
numbers from over the 
last two weeks, pointing 
to rising case counts, 
new hotspots in northern 
Indiana, Marion County 
and southwest Indiana, 
rising positivity rates and 
rising hospitalizations.

“I remain concerned 
about the number of 
overall COVID-19 
infections,” Box said.

Indiana hasn’t seen 
the kind of increases 
as other states that are 
now adding thousands 
of cases per day, but 
Indiana’s daily numbers 
are up noticeably 
compared to what 
they were during the 
downswing in June.

Hospital admissions 
have also increased as 
well, rising from 595 
total patients in care on 
June 25 to 881 as of July 
14. Daily admissions 
have “bounced back up,” 
too, Box said.

In Whitley County, 
cases were at 81 total 
on July 1 and have since 
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reopening
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numbers push 
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COLUMBIA CITY — 
While most area summer 
camps have shuttered 
their cabins and closed 
their lakeside beaches for 
the summer due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, one 
local campground is doing 
its best to soldier on to 
keep folks entertained and 
occupied.

Camp Whitley, a nearly 
100-year-old camp near 
Columbia City in Whitley 
County, is offering events at 
its campsite despite shutting 
down its regular site for the 
summer, according to camp 
officials.

The camp, which 

usually runs six weeks, 
from early June through 
early July, decided in early 
May to scratch its usual 
session for the summer, 
according to Camp Director 
Hannah Walters.

“Before we cancelled, 
we were watching camps 
around the country to see 
what they were doing,” 
said Walters, who was set 
to tackle her first year as 
camp director before the 
shutdown.

She said considering 
the uptick in coronavirus 
cases in other states (such 
as Florida and Texas) lately, 
the move was prudent.

“I think it’s the respon-
sible thing to do,” Walters 
said, “as disappointing and 
heartbreaking as it is, it’s 
the responsible move.”

Risk of a lawsuit by a 
camper or counselor who 
might have gotten sick was 
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Clark Patterson paddles his kayak on Troy Cedar 
Lake.

NICOLE MINIER

Though many things were different at the Whitley County 4-H Fair 
this year, some things remained the same, such as friends and family 
celebrating a successful show day. Pictured from left are Hadley Parrish, 
Samantha Hurley, Dylan Parrish (holding his reserve champion ribbons 
for his poultry projects), Landin Parrish and Logan Hurley.

NICOLE MINIER

The concession stand may have been less crowded than in years past, 
but many couldn’t miss the chance for that “famous” Whitley County 
4-H Fair ice cream. Pictured from left are Ted Brandenberger, Chloe 
Thompson, Brenda Thompson, and Kylie, Jen and Avery Brandenberger 
eating ice cream at the concession building. See more photos inside.

4-H Fair takes on different look

BY JOHN LEGG
for KPC News Service

CHURUBUSCO— 
One-hundred seventeen 
days. That’s how long 
Churubusco American 
Legion Post 157 was shut 
down as part of Governor 
Eric Holcomb’s closing of 
nonessential businesses.

Mandatory closings 
resulted in death sentences 
for many businesses 
across the county. But in 
Churubusco, the shutdown 

gave the officers of Post 
157 time to think — time 
to develop a plan for 
change.

With an emphasis 
on returning to a more 
family-friendly organi-
zation, Post Commander 
Pat Esslinger has led 
the membership in a 
new direction, one that 
is meant to include 
more members of the 
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Busco Legion re-opens in grand fashion 

JOHN LEGG

Mitch Adair and Pat Stanford, volunteers at the American Legion Post 157, place 
another round of chicken halves on the grill as part of the Grand Re-Opening of 
the post after being closed due to pandemic restrictions.

SEE LEGION, PAGE 2


