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COLUMBIA CITY — A Columbia 
City man has taken it upon himself to 
deliver rotisserie-chicken meals to needy 
folks around his hometown.

Calling his endeavor “Chicken for 
the Elders,” Tony Campbell started his 
mission about five months ago, when the 
COVID-19 pandemic was at the peak of 
its first wave.

“It was April or May, right about the 
time when everyone was getting laid off,” 
Campbell said, “and I started thinking — 

what could I do?”
The answer? Buy rotisserie chicken 

meals and deliver them himself to elderly 
folks in need.

Campbell, age 61, was on disability 
from his normal job, and had begun 
working at the Columbia City Walmart 
a couple of years ago. He noticed that 
rotisserie chicken meals at the store were 
fairly low-priced — $10 for two chickens 
and two side dishes.

“So, I just picked one local elderly 

Man donates dinners 
for local seniors
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Tony Campbell is pictured in the Walmart parking lot with a full cart of 
chickens for donation.
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— The Columbia City/
Whitley County Joint 
Planning & Building 
Department is seeking the 
public’s ideas for the future 
of the county.

Several meetings have 
already been held and more 
are planned throughout 
November. Whitley County 
community members will 
have the opportunity to 
provide their insight for 
“Form Whitley County,” 
an update to the county’s 
comprehensive plan, by 
attending an event that is 
convenient for them or by 
participating online through 
Nov. 16.

Anyone who cares about 
Whitley County is encour-
aged to participate in this 
process.

Drop-in events

Thursday, Nov. 12 — 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. — Whitley 
County Government 
Center — Meeting Room C 
(first floor) — 220 W. Van 
Buren St., Columbia City 
(Business Focus)

Friday, Nov. 13 — 
7:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. — 
Whitley County Govern-
ment Center — Meeting 
Room A/B (basement) 
— 220 W. Van Buren St., 
Columbia City (“Early 
Risers”)

Monday, Nov. 16 — 
5 p.m.-7 p.m. — South 
Whitley Town Hall 
Community Room — 118 
S. Front St., South Whitley 
(Southwest)

Thursday, Nov. 
19 – 5 p.m.-7 p.m. 
— Churubusco Scout 
Building — 501 N. John 
Krieger Drive, Churubusco 

Public input 
sought for county 
plan update 
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Individuals can provide input to the county’s new 
comprehensive plan at various meetings throughout 
Whitley County this month.
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WHITLEY COUNTY 
— After months of 
weathering the corona-
virus pandemic with a 
relatively small positivity 
rate, Whitley County 
has seen — at times 
— exponential growth 
in COVID-19 cases in 
November.

From March through 
September, Whitley 
County averaged a couple 
positive cases per day. 
That number began to 
creep up in October, with 
about 7-10 new cases 
per day on average. In 
November, so far the 
lowest number of positive 
cases in one day is seven, 
which was recorded on 
Nov. 1. The following 
data has been provided 
by the state for the last 
several days:

Nov. 4: 44
Nov. 5: 34
Nov. 6: 25
Nov. 7: 22
Nov. 8: 35
Despite the increase in 

cases, Whitley County has 
not recorded a death since 
July 9, according to the 
state’s data at press time.

The positive cases are 
spread throughout all age 
groups, with those ages 
50-59 seeing the most 
cases at 17.6% and ages 
20-29 close behind with 
16.7%. Females have 
accounted for 55.2% of 
cases compared to 43.7% 
for men. The gender is 
unknown for 1% of cases.

Hospitalizations in 
northeast Indiana have 
skyrocketed, with 262 
COVID-19 patients in NE 
Indiana hospitals on Nov. 
8 — a number that’s been 
climbing drastically since 
early November. Lutheran 
Hospital reported 15 
COVID patients in the 
first week of September 
and this week had about 
110.

Whitley County Health 

Whitley 
sees large 
spike in 
COVID 
cases
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was another awesome night 
of spelling for the Columbia 
City High School Spell 
Bowl team as it competed 
in the first ever virtual 
Indiana Academic Spell 
Bowl Senior Division area 
competition Monday, Nov. 
2, at Columbia City High 
School. The area competi-
tion includes schools from 
around the state and serves 
as the qualifier for the state 
finals.

Because this year’s area 

meet was virtual, teams 
weren’t aware of who would 
qualify for the state finals 
until the next day.

Of the 26 Class 2 
schools that competed in 
the virtual area competi-
tions throughout the state, 
Columbia City’s score of 
65 ranks the team in fourth 
place in the state going into 
the finals.

The team competed in 
the virtual finals on Tuesday, 
Nov. 10. See the results 

CCHS, ISMS spell teams advanced to state 
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The ISMS Spell Bowl Team unmasked for a moment to take a photo at the 2020 
Spell Bowl area competition held virtually at Indian Springs. Team members 
pictured front row, from left: Dorian Anderson, Mrs. Wyatt [Braille transcrip-
tionist], Ava Rowe, Cecelia Noonan, Ashlyn Dooley and Tanner Miller. Back row: 
Coach Dennis Beckner, Daniel Mullett, Aiden Grimble, Maxwell McKinney and 
Dayton Sibert. Julian Herron and Brienna Montel are not pictured.
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