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COLUMBIA CITY — A 
group of local residents turned 
out at the Whitley County 
Courthouse last week to 
support local law enforcement 
in an event hosted by Whitley 
County Commissioner-elect 
Theresa Green.

“We have some of the best 
people out there keeping us 
safe, putting their lives on 
the line,” Green said. “I just 
wanted to say thank-you. I 
pledge with everything I have 
that I will make sure our men 
and women in blue will have 
all the tools and resources 
they need to do their job and 
keep themselves and our 
community safe.”

Green, along with other 
local politicians, addressed the 
crowd that was decorated with 
Thin Blue Line flags and signs 
supporting law enforcement.

State Rep. Chris Judy and 
State Sen. Andy Zay spoke.

“The demonizing of law 
enforcement is outrageous,” 
Zay said. “We live in a society 
where some are asking the 
government to defend us 
from everything. Is it possible 
that maybe it’s time for us to 
defend our community and its 
public servants?”

Thor Hodges, a Whitley 
County councilman, 30-year 
law enforcement officer 
in Whitley County and 

Whitley County Backs the Blue
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A local resident takes time to thank Whitley County Sheriff’s Deputy A.J. Westerman for his service 
during the Back the Blue event in downtown Columbia City last week.
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Thor Hodges, a Whitley County 
Councilman and law enforcement 
officer in Whitley County for more than 
20 years, shares his testament with the 
crowd.SEE BLUE, PAGE 2
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COLUMBIA 
CITY — As many 
parents anxiously sent 
their children back to 
school after being out 
of the buildings since 
mid-March, many 
witnessed an inspiring 
sight during the first week 
of school.

A man, who simply 
identifies himself as a 
“Child of God,” stood 
across the road, cross 
in arms, and prayed as 
cars and buses brought 
children to the campus 
of the new Columbia 
City High School, Indian 
Springs Middle School 
and Little Turtle Elemen-
tary School.

“It’s just our way of 
showing we love the 
kids, the community and 
the teachers,” he said. 
“We pray for the school 
bus drivers and people 
who work in the schools, 
especially the janitors 
with all the cleaning they 
have to do.”

This isn’t the first 
time the man has prayed 
over the schools — it’s 
become a first-day 
tradition in recent years.

He and fellow 
Christians began by 
carrying the cross on 
the Whitley County 
Courthouse square for 
Resurrection Sunday.

“Me and another 
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A man who identified himself as a “Child of God” 
spent a morning praying over the schools in the first 
week of school last month.
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CHURUBUSCO — 
Kids at the Churubusco 
Community Child 
Care Center will have 
some new playground 
equipment to enjoy soon, 
thanks to the generosity 
of local foundations and 
area donors.

More than $25,000 
was raised to install the 
new playground gear, 
according to officials 

from the Community 
Foundation of Whitley 
County and the local 
child care center.

PNC Bank and the 
Community Foundation 
of Whitely County gifted 
$22,000, partly from 
PNC’s Grow Up Great 
Grant program, while 
the organization kicked 
in another $4,000 from 
its annual Hand to Hand 
campaign, which raises 
cash in the community 

through a direct-mail 
campaign and other 
means.

The childhood center 
was able to cover the 
remaining cost through its 
own cash reserves.

Currently, the center 
only has what Executive 
Director Michelle 
Hecht called a “regular 
play structure,” and a 
model fire truck for the 
children to play around. 
The center doesn’t even 

have a swing set because 
there’s not enough room 
in the back of the facility 
to be safe. The center 
would need about 16 
square feet around its 
play set to make swings 
practical, Hecht noted.

The new set offers a 
whole new play structure, 
including something 
called a “Thunderdome” 
— a kind of rounded 
jungle gym for youngsters 
to swing on and play 
around. The improved 
play area also features 
“musical” flowers for the 
children to enjoy.

Each flower has 
mallets that the kids can 
use to strike different 
petals of the metal 
blossoms. Varying petals 
will sound different notes, 
letting the youngsters 

compose their own 
playground symphonies.

The childcare center, 
located at 111 Home 
Avenue in Churubusco, 
cares for children ages 

six weeks old all the way 
up to 12 years. They host 
about 85 children each 
day.

Churubusco Child Care gifted new playground equipment
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The “Thunderdome” play set.
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