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NICOLE MINIER

Demolition of the former Columbia City High School building on North Whitley Street continues to progress, 
as larger portions of the structure were taken down last week. Pictured, bleachers from the gymnasium are 
collapsing as most of the Donald S. Weeks Gymnasium has been removed. See more photos inside.

So long to the Old Barn on North Whitley

BY NICOLE MINIER
nminier@kpcmedia.com

WHITLEY COUNTY 
— While some other 
counties in Indiana have 
dropped from “red” 
designation to “orange,” 
that is not the case in 
Whitley County, which 
has seen a marked 
increase in cases since the 
holidays.

According to state 
data, Whitley County 
had a 22.06% positivity 
rate, one of the highest 
percentages in the state.

Whitley County is 
averaging more than 500 
weekly cases per 100,000 
residents — a number 
that also puts the county 
solidly in the red zone.

To drop to the orange 
level, the county will 

need to have less than 
200 cases per 100,000 
residents and a seven-day 
positivity rate less than 
15%.

Since the first case in 
March, Whitley County 
has tallied 2,709 total 
cases and 23 deaths, 
as of the weekend, and 
since the new year, three 
deaths have been recorded 
locally.

The county has 
averaged more than 
20 cases per day since 
November.

Demographically, the 
most cases have been in 
individuals aged 20-59. 
Only 7.3% of cases are 
in those ages 70-79 and 
4.8% in those age 80 and 
up.

However, 43.5% of 
deaths have been in 
those age 80 and up, and 
an additional 30.4% of 
deaths are in the 70-79 
age group.

Of the deaths, 60.9% 
are males.

Children and young 
adults are among the 
most tested with about 37 
of those who have been 
tested are younger than 29 
years old.

Solid red 
Whitley 
COVID 
cases 
continue to 
stack up 

BY MICHAEL LEHMAN
for KPC News Service

COLUMBIA CITY — 
The Whitley County Board 
of Commissioners held a 
brief meeting on Monday, 
Jan. 4. to lay the ground-
work for the new year. This 
included the recognition of 
county employees and the 
announcement of a coming 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Scott Wagner, Whitley 
County Health Depart-
ment environmental health 
specialist, reported that 
small amounts of the 
vaccine would arrive in 
the county this week. A 
preliminary vaccine clinic 
was held from noon-6 p.m 
on Wednesday, Jan. 13. 
Additional vaccine clinics 
will be held for the next 
four to eight weeks.

County residents 
over the age of 75 
are recommended for 
vaccination, Wagner said. 
They can sign up to be 
vaccinated via an online 
portal.

A link to the portal 
will be available on the 
Whitley County Health 
Department’s website at 
whitleycounty.gov and on 
Facebook at Facebook.
com/WhitleyCounty-
HealthDepartment. More 

information will also be 
available on those sites.

In other business, the 
Board of Commissioners 
recognized the following 
individuals for decades of 
service in various Whitley 
County government offices:

• Michael Schrader, 41 
years

• Lisa Rossiter, 35 years
• Linda Jones, 30 years
• Deborah Beers, 28 

years
• Rosemary Brown, 21 

years
Each individual was 

invited to the front of the 
room to receive a certificate 
as the room applauded.

“We’re very fortunate 

to have the employees we 
do have working for us,” 
said chairman George 
Schrumpf. “We have some 
(employees) that — it’s 
amazing the number of 
years that they’ve been 
here.”

The board voted 
to retain Schrumpf as 
chairman. Schrumpf is 
the District 2 commis-
sioner representing 
Columbia, Thorncreek and 
Washington townships.

The board also elected 
Theresa Green as vice 
chairman. Green is the 
District 3 commissioner 
representing Jefferson, 
Smith and Union 

townships. They serve 
alongside Chad Banks, the 
District 1 commissioner 
representing Cleveland, 
Etna-Troy and Richland 
townships.

Other orders of business 
included Laura Hull’s 
appointment to serve on 
the South Whitley Public 
Library Board and the 
approval of payroll and 
accounts payable claims.

The board also 
announced various board 
assignments for its three 
commissioners and 
approved the minutes from 
its previous meeting on 
Monday, Dec. 21.

Due to the holidays, 
most county officials 
who were present had no 
updates to give.

“Hopefully we’ll get 
through this, get the shots 
going and get back to 
whatever normal is here,” 
Schrumpf said.

The board’s next 
meeting is on Monday, Jan. 
18 at 1 p.m.

Vaccine clinics set for Whitley

SCREEN CAPTURE/

Michael Schrader receives a certificate recognizing his 41 years of service in a 
Whitley County public office.

BY STEVE GARBACZ
sgarbacz@kpcmedia.com

INDIANAPOLIS — On 
the morning after the U.S. 
Capitol was breached by 
protestors turned belligerent, 
Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb 
had plenty of reflection to 
share on the nation’s current 
political climate during 
a small-group interview 
session Wednesday 
afternoon.

In an interview with 
KPC Media Group and 
members of two other 
Indiana media outlets on 
Wednesday, Holcomb 
stressed that there is a 
“better way” than the 
lawlessness on display in 
Washington D.C., but that 
way takes work, it takes 
dedication and it takes 
responsibility and account-
ability in both those in 
power and those who want 
to enact change.

The governor, who 
is opening his second 
four-year term in office after 
being re-elected widely in 
November’s election, is 
looking forward, not just 
toward political healing 
but also toward beating 
COVID-19 in Indiana and 
getting back to his bread 
and butter economic focus 
for the state.

Like many Americans 

the scenes from Wednesday 
of pro-President Donald 
Trump supporters storming 
the U.S. Capitol was on 
Holcomb’s mind Thursday 
morning.

“It was Abraham 
Lincoln who said, and I’ll 
paraphrase, once that he 
was told he was on the road 
to Hell, he just didn’t realize 
it was 1 mile down the road 
and there was a dome on 
it,” Holcomb said. “When I 
think about the hellish scene 
I saw yesterday at our dome 
at this truly shining city 
on a hill, figuratively and 
literally, I described it in two 
words as ‘sickening’ and 
‘saddening.’ It was tough 
to watch folks who think 
the rules need not apply to 
them, that their perceived 
wrong would make it right.”

But Holcomb called 
Wednesday a “wake up” 
moment for America and 
not the kind of “wake up” 
that the people breaching 
the Capitol would likely 
be calling for. Instead, 
Holcomb said it’s an 
opportunity to reset the 
scorecard of politics and 
turn focus toward deeds, 
actions and accomplish-
ments instead of words and 
inflammatory rhetoric.

Gov. Eric Holcomb 
reflects on many topics

SEE HOLCOMB, PAGE A2


