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Tell us about yourself:
Amber: I have lived 

in Whitley County for 
sixty five years as a 
resident of Churubusco. 
My wife Patty and I have 
been married for over 54 
years and we have two 
children, Bob (Marna) 
Amber and Amy (Sean) 
Motter all of whom live in 
the Churubusco area. We 
have seven grandchildren 
and six great-grandchil-
dren. Prior to serving the 
community for over 30 
years as a paramedic with 
Whitley County EMS, 
I owned the Chevrolet 
dealership in Churubusco. 
I proudly served with 
the Indiana Air National 
Guard’s 122 Tactical 
Fighter Wing for eight 
years.

Green: I graduated 
from Columbia City High 
School. In high school I 
developed a strong interest 
in politics. Mr. Urschel 
would bring them up in 
class as point of discus-
sion and I always loved it. 
I then attended the Univer-
sity of Southern Indiana 
where I majored in 
political science. Southern 
Indiana is beautiful and I 
loved calling Evansville 
home for a year but, my 
heart was here in Whitley 
County. I then transferred 
to what was then Indiana 
University Purdue 
University Fort Wayne. I 
quickly realized that jobs 
in the political field were 
extremely hard to come 
by, so I changed my major 
to public affairs with a 
concentration in criminal 
justice and a minor in 
political science.

I interned for Allen 
County Adult Probation 
for a year and loved it. 
I then began working 
for Allen County 
Youth Services Center 
(emergency shelter care 
for the regions youth). 
There I worked second 
shift hands-on with 
the residents. I deeply 
loved my time there and 
working with children, but 
after five years I knew it 
was time to move on.

I then began working 
for the Indiana Depart-
ment of Child Services 
where I managed a full 
case load as well as 
investigated allegations of 
child abuse and neglect. 
Though the job took its 
toll on me mentally and 
physically, that is not why 

I quit. My values and 
beliefs did not match up 
with the departments. I 
could not get up and go to 
work and continue to put 
children back into what I 
viewed as unsafe environ-
ments or watch a case 
drag out for years.

I then was lucky 
enough to be hired to 
work as Columbia City 
Mayor Ryan Daniel’s 
executive assistant. No 
day is ever the same 
working for Mayor 
Daniel. Some days I am 
busy writing the city’s 
newsletter, other days I 
am doing outdoor service 
projects with the Youth 
Council. Local govern-
ment is near and dear to 
my heart. It is what truly 
touches everyone’s lives 
every day in some fashion 
(electricity, roads, trash, 
police department etc.) 
Over the past 4.5 years 
I have learned a great 
deal from Mayor Ryan 
Daniel. I couldn’t ask for 
a better mentor. He truly 
is a man for the people. I 
just completed my master 
of public affairs with a 
concentration in public 
management from Indiana 
University Fort Wayne.

I also serve on many 
boards and committees. 
I serve as the Third 
Congressional District 
Chairperson for Indiana’s 
Young Republicans. 
The goal of the organi-
zation is to advance the 
GOP’s agenda as well 
as helping Republican 
candidates from election 
to office. I also serve 
as the Third Congres-
sional Chairperson for 
the Indiana Federation of 
Women Republicans. Both 
organizations’ goals are to 
advance the GOP’s agenda 
and to assist Republican 
candidates from election 
to office. I am also just 
finishing up my graduate 
research position with the 
Institute for Holocaust 
and Genocidal Studies. 
I also proudly serve 
as Congressman Jim 
Banks’ Whitley County 
Coordinator. This consist 
of attending events, 
managing volunteers 
and any other task the 
campaign needs me to 
do. I deeply enjoy my 
role with the campaign 
and have learned so 
much from Jim and 

Q&A with 
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Pool opening planned 
for June 14

COLUMBIA CITY — 
The Russel and Evelyn Fahl 
Aquatics Center will open 
June 14 with special restric-
tions.

The maximum capacity 
will be 50%, about 250 
people, through July 4.

“We strongly encourage 
social distancing outside the 
pool area,” a Facebook post 
read. The post stated that the 
decision is subject to change 
per the Governor’s order.

CCHS graduation 
moved to July

COLUMBIA CITY 
— Columbia City High 
School’s graduation for 
the Class of 2020 has been 
moved to the end of July 
in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The graduation — the 
last ceremony at the current 
Columbia City High School 
building — will be held 
July 24 at 6 p.m. at the 
school.

Admittance will be by 
ticket only, with a signifi-
cantly reduced number of 
tickets allowed per family. A 
final decision on the number 
of attendees will be made in 
late June.

Reunion rescheduled 
due to COVID-19

COLUMBIA CITY 
— Due to the COVID 
situation, the Columbia 
City Joint High School 
Class of 1975 reunion has 
been rescheduled for July 
10, 2021 at Eagle Glen. All 
classmates are encouraged 
to update their contact 
information at cchsaa.org or 
on Facebook at CCJHS 75. 
Classmates are encouraged 
to reach out to others with 
the information.
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– Earlier this month, 
Peabody Public Library 
released plans to reopen 
over the coming weeks. 
The reopening strategy 
moves through five phases 
over the course of 11 
weeks, with each phase 
gradually granting more 

access to the library.
Phase 1, already 

completed during the last 
week of April, wrapped 
up the major renovations 
which took place earlier 
this spring. Though the 
library now has fresh paint 
and colorful carpets, many 
of the books were taken 
off the shelves in order 

to rearrange and lay the 
carpets.

In Phase 2, happening 
now through May 17, 
the library’s building 
will still be closed to the 
public. During this time, 
the staff will reshelve 
materials and sanitize 
surfaces in preparation 
for the return of patrons. 

Phase 2 is divided into 
two weeks. Week 1, 
which went through 
May 10, the library was 
closed completely, with 
no materials circulating. 
Week 2, May 11-17, is the 
first week that the library 
offers its new curbside 
pickup service.

In order to use the 
pickup service, patrons 
can place a hold on up 
to 10 items either online 
or by calling the library. 
Holds placed by noon will 
be available for pickup the 
same day. More details on 
the curbside procedures 
can be found on the 
library’s website. Pickup 
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BY NICOLE MINIER
nminier@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY — The 
Whitley County Election Office is 
preparing for the primary election, 
which was pushed back from May 
to June due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

This year’s primary election is 
Tuesday, June 2, but there are other 
options for those who do not want to 
go out on election day.

Individuals can vote absentee by 
mail or traveling board. Contact the 
election office at 260-248-3164 by 
Thursday, May 21 (mail) or Friday, 
May 29 (traveling board). 

Forms can be returned by mail, 
in-person, via fax at 260-248-3137 
or email at wcclerk6@whitleygov.
com.

One can also request to vote 
by mail online at www.indianav-
oters.com. Choose “vote by mail 

or traveling board” on the home 
page, choose “visit my voter 
portal,” enter your information, then 
choose Absentee Voting from the 
drop-down. Choose “vote by mail,” 
answer the questions and follow the 
directions.

The only option to vote in the 
primary election is Republican or 
Democrat. There are not any public 
questions on the primary ballot this 
year.

In-office absentee voting will 
take place Tuesday, May 26-Friday, 
May 29 daily from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
There will also be hours Saturday, 
May 30, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. and Monday, 
June 1, 8 a.m.-noon.

In-office absentee voting is 
located at the Voter Registration 
Office at the Whitley County 
Courthouse, 101 W. Van Buren St., 
Room 18, Columbia City. Photo ID 
is required.

Election office gears 
up for June primary 

FILE PHOTO NICOLE MINIER

Whitley County officials are gearing up for the June primary election. 
Voters who wish to skip the crowds at the polls may vote early at the 
courthouse or vote absentee. Pictured, individuals line up at the polls at 
the Whitley County Government Center at the 2018 General Election.

Peabody Public Library announces 
its plans for reopening
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