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COLUMBIA CITY 
— With all the turmoil 
surrounding law enforce-
ment officers on 
a national level, 
Columbia City 
Mayor Ryan Daniel 
took the time to see 
the city’s officers in 
action.

“I had a 
first-hand look 
at different shifts 
and what they do 
… watching our 
officers at work,” Daniel 
said.

With many officers 
reaching retirement age 
in recent years, there are 
many officers with four 
years of experience or 
less.

“I know they have 
big hearts and are trying 
to do the best they can 
to serve our residents,” 
Daniel said.

Daniel referenced 
an officer who assisted 
a child who got mad 
at her parents and left 
her home. The officer 
found the girl and sat 
and talked with her, then 
helped her home.

“It’s little stories like 
that that people don’t 
see,” Daniel said.

In a time of much 
upset and individuals 
rejecting police officers, 
that situation has not 
carried over to Columbia 
City at that level.

“Not only do our 
officers deeply care 
about our residents, but 

our residents care about 
our police officers, too,” 
Daniel said. “I know our 
officers really do have 
the best interest of our 

community at 
heart.”

In other parts 
of the country, 
some are calling 
for defunding of 
police depart-
ments.

“We’re 
in a really 
challenging 
time right now 

as a society, figuring 
out what we’re going 
to do long-term,” 
Daniel said. “We focus 
on making sure our 
officers understand 
the position. We focus 
on crime, preven-
tion and community 
policing, regardless of 
ethnicity, gender, race or 
background.”

Police Chief Scott 
Leatherman recently 
presented new job 
descriptions for the city’s 
officers, updating duties 
and job titles. Those 
job descriptions were 
approved by the council.

Among many other 
duties and essential 
functions, the city lists 
the following in the job 
description:

“Effectively 
communicates with 
people without regard 
to race, color, creed, 
religion, national 
origin, age, gender, 
disability and status of 

Mayor Daniel 
praises city 
police officers 

Daniel
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WHITLEY COUNTY 
— Whitley County’s 
fourth coronavirus death 
was tallied on the Indiana 
Department of Health’s 
website on June 17 as 
cases continue to rise in 
the county.

Between June 5 and 
June 19, the county 
saw new COVID-19 
cases every day but two, 
including the addition of 
four cases back-to-back 
June 9 & 10.

The county started June 
with 40 cases — a number 
that has grown to 71 by 
June 19. That accounts 
to 20.9 cases per 10,000 
people.

Whitley County’s first 
death was recorded in 
April and there were two 
more in March.

Whitley County has 
seen less of an increase 
as some other communi-
ties, such as LaGrange 
County, that went from 93 
cases on June 1 to 365 by 
June 19 — 74.6 cases per 
10,000 residents. Compar-
atively, Allen County is at 
62.4% and Marion County 
is at 113.0.

On the whole, Indiana 
surpassed the 42,000-case 
mark last week and more 
than 2,300 deaths. More 
than 400,000 tests have 
been completed in the 
state, with about a 10.5% 
positive rate.

County 
records 
4th 
COVID 
death 
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COLUMBIA CITY — A quaint, 
old church in Whitley County is 
finding new life as a vintage market-
place that attracts shoppers from all 
over the tristate region.

Located at 202 N. Chauncey St. in 
downtown Columbia City, the Vintage 
Antique Marketplace, VAM, has 
supplanted the old First Presbyterian 
Church building, according to owner 
Lori Kreider.

The building features a rounded 
façade in front, exposed brick exteriors 
and interiors, and stunning stained 
glass windows left over from its days 
as a worship center.

The church had been shuttered for 
several years, and was sitting vacant, 
according to Kreider, who helped 
refurbish the old structure prior to 
opening.

She said she spent weeks getting 
the structure back in shape, including 
cleaning, painting, and just general 
restoration, working with her good 

friends Sharon Geiger and Ann Fahl.
Now back to its former glory, the 

10,000-square-foot brick-and-mortar 
store offers a mix of unique gathered 
items, found and new, additionally 
offering space for more than 50 
small-business vendors to peddle 
their wares, which include a range of 
offerings, from antiques and furniture 
to creative hand-made items.

“There is such a variety,” said 
Leona Sowinski, one of VAM’s 
vendors.

“Our customers can also enjoy 
visiting the Church Café,” said Tiffany 
Rohrer, Kreider’s daughter, who is 
taking over the shop’s operation. “Our 
guests can come in and grab a bite to 
eat while they’re browsing.

“In fact, a lot of people will do 
that: Just come in to shop, and while 
they’re browsing the market, get 
something to eat.”

The café, which seats about 40 to 
50 people, offers a range of items on 
its menu, from coffee drinks, to an 

Antique marketplace 
attracts tourists
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Some of the antique furniture for sale at the market.
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COLUMBIA CITY — 
Columbia City’s Common 
Council unanimously 
approved the first reading 
of two rezoning requests 
that were presented by 
Planning Director Nathan 
Bilger in a council 

meeting earlier this 
month.

One request calls for a 
change from R-3 Residen-
tial to General Business 
for a self-storage unit, 
and the other requests a 
change from R-2 Residen-
tial to R-3 Residential 
for more flexibility in a 
potential new housing 

addition.
The storage units 

would be located near the 
manufactured home park 
on the north side of U.S. 
30 near Denzil Drive. The 
location is currently zoned 
as R-3 Residential and 
would need to be zoned 
General Business for the 
storage units.

The request received 
a favorable recommenda-
tion from the Redevelop-
ment Commission under 
one condition — the 
lighting and aesthetics are 
reviewed explicitly.

“There are view lines 
from U.S. 30, the public 
trail and there are homes 
backing up to it off Denzil 
Drive,” Bilger said.

Mayor Ryan Daniel 
pointed out that the city 
has been concerned with 
rezoning to General 
Business, because making 
the change in zoning for 
one particular business 
opens the door for that 
property to be used by a 
different business type in 

the future.
“I think because it is 

located next to U.S. 30, 
there are probably not 
going to be single-family 
homes or large apartment 
complexes there,” Daniel 
said.

It is unclear how many 
storage units would be 
constructed.

The second rezoning 
request is for property that 
is an extension of Valley 
River Drive in southeast 
Columbia City. The area 
is currently zoned R-2, but 
the developer is requesting 
a change to R-3 to allow 
for some two-family units 
in a new subdivision. 
In addition, it allows 

for homes to be closer 
together with 50-foot-
wide lots as opposed to 
60 feet.

The plan is to have 
more single-family 
homes, with a written 
commitment not to have 
multi-family homes — 
which is anything more 
than two families per 
home.

“The basic reason for 
requesting is to get some 
benefit of slightly smaller 
lot sizes to allow for a few 
more lots in the proposed 
subdivision,” Bilger said.

However, Bilger 
indicated that most of the 

City council moves forward with two rezoning requests 
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