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WHITLEY COUNTY — 
Whitley County remains on 
the wrong side of the state’s 

coronavirus statistics, as the 
county recorded the highest 
positivity rate of the 92 
counties.

Whitley County had seen a 
decline in cases, but there is 
again an uptick, with 30 new 
cases on the chart on Feb. 5.

Only three other counties 
were “in the red” after last 
Wednesday’s update — all 
of which are in other parts of 
the state — Warren County, 

Gibson County and Switzerland 
County.

Whitley County’s positivity 
rate was above 17%. The rate 
will need to drop below 15% 
and there will need to be less 
than 200 cases per 100,000 
people to move to orange. As of 
Saturday, there were 347 cases 
per 100,000 people in Whitley 
County.

Whitley County is No. 1 
... not in a good way 

Still in the ‘red’ 
on state’s 
COVID-19 map

SCREENCAPTURE

BY MATT GETTS
mgetts@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY 
— When Indiana State 
Troopers Brian 
Kreger and Joe 
McLaughlin get on 
the scent of a wanted 
fugitive — they’d go 
beyond the grave to 
get their man.

Sort of.
Damion M. 

Bowling, 21, of 
the 300 block of 
East C.R. 1000S, 
Columbia City, was arrested 
by Kreger and McLaughlin 
on Jan. 26 on a warrant 
issued by Whitley County 
authorities charging him 
with failure to appear 
for court relating to two 
pending counts of sexual 
misconduct with a minor, a 
Level 6 felony.

Bowling allegedly tried 
to convince authorities he 
died in an attempt to avoid 
prosecution.

According to court 
records, Bowling had 
originally been charged with 
the sex crimes Nov. 1, 2019.

When he failed to make 
a scheduled court appear-
ance, a warrant for his arrest 
was issued on Dec. 10, 
2020.

Court records indicate 
that authorities motioned to 
dismiss the warrant on Jan. 
19 because Bowling had 
died in Ohio.

Whitley County 

Prosecutor D.J. Sigler said 
the defendant posed as his 
father and told his lawyer 
and offi cials that he died — 

even going as far 
as sending a phony 
death certifi cate 
from the state of 
Ohio

The lawyer 
contacted the 
prosecutor’s 
offi ce to relay the 
information, but 
it didn’t take long 
for Sigler’s team to 

recognize the lie.
“I’m told the death certif-

icate looked legitimate, but 
it quickly became clear that 
he wasn’t dead,” Sigler said.

Sigler said he is still 
considering new charges for 
the case, especially relating 
to the fabrication of an 
offi cial document.

Sigler said it’s not 
uncommon for people 
accused of crimes to be 
diffi cult to fi nd, but this case 
took it to a new level.

“When some people 
are charged with a crime, 
they disappear into the 
woodwork and later get 
caught,” Sigler said. “That’s 
what happened in this case. 
He dropped off the radar.

“We were scratching our 
heads over here — we’ve 
heard it all now.”

On Jan. 25, the warrant 
was reissued and Whitley 

‘Dead’ man 
arrested by 
state police

Bowling

BY RACHAEL ROSFELD
rrosfeld@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY 
— This may be your last 
chance to say goodbye 
to the 1958 Columbia 
City High School, school 
offi cials reported during 
last week’s meeting of the 
Whitley County Consol-
idated School Board of 
Trustees.

Offi cials expect 
demolition of the old 
high school building to be 
completed yet this week.

Pictures shown at the 
meeting revealed that as of 
last week, the back of the 
school was predominantly 
gone, with the cafeteria, 
front doors and sections of 
the second story area still 
left to go.

Once demolition is 
completed, the property 

will soon after be given to 
the city for park use.

During the school 
board meeting, new 
member Shelby Longen-
baugh sought more 
information about the 
measures taken to help 
students struggling with 
virtual learning during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Longenbaugh said she 
had been approached 
by several parents who 
expressed concern for 
their students and their 
educational growth.

Superintendent Laura 
McDermott said she 
understood the concerns 
of parents, and of the 
importance to have 
students in school as much 
as possible. She added 
that the school district 

CCHS school demolition nearing completion 

RACHAEL ROSFELD/

Crews continue to clear debris from the former Columbia City High School 
building.
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BY RACHAEL ROSFELD
rrosfeld@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY 
— The COVID-19 
vaccine has been in the 
forefront of many minds 
and as more doses are 
made available, the 
county health depart-
ment is trying to provide 
what it can.

In order to assist 

Local 
vaccine 
clinic up 
and 
running

SEE COUNTY, PAGE 2


