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COLUMBIA CITY 
— As executive director 
of The Center for 
Whitley County Youth, 
Jeff Wike knows exactly 
how adverse the effects 
of the recent coronavirus 
pandemic have been.

His agency, which 
provides after-school 
programs for youngsters 
in Whitley County, 
has battled to continue 
reaching local school 
kids, while also fighting 
to keep its revenue 
streams from drying up.

One of the group’s 
biggest fundraisers that 

had to be scuttled this 
year was The Center’s 
Benefit Cook-Off. That 
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Kayti Austin, Bethany Dixton and Laura Doehrman 
pose for a photo during The Center’s benefit 
cook-off two years ago. The event was canceled for 
2020 due to the coronavirus.

BY STEVE GARBACZ
sgarbacz@kpcmedia.com

INDIANAPOLIS — 
Indiana topped 700 new 
cases of COVID-19 for 
the second straight day 
as the daily positivity 
rate topped 10% for the 
first time since mid-May.

Saturday’s numbers 
from the daily Indiana 
State Department of 
Health report continue 
a recent trend of 
rising cases and rising 
positivity across the 
state.

On Saturday, Indiana 
added 779 new cases, 
only the sixth time in 
more than four months to 
top 700 cases. That was 
an increase the 725 cases 
added on Friday.
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CHURUBUSCO — 
A nearly 40-year-old 
local manufacturing 
firm will see a new boss 
in the coming months, 
according to company 
officials.

On Sept. 1 of this 
year, John Halverson, a 
27-year veteran of the 
company, will assume 
the role of president of 

C&A Tool Engineering 
in Churubusco, replacing 
outgoing head Rob Marr.

Marr noted the transi-
tion should be seamless, 
and will likely not affect 
much change for the 
company.

Marr describes 
the business as “an 
overgrown tool and die 
operation that migrated 
into manufacturing.”

“We do high-pre-

cision, complex 
components for the 
medical, aerospace, fuel 
system and industrial 
industries,” he said.

Marr has been the 
head of C&A for the last 
three years, after founder 
Richard Conrow retired, 
although he’s been with 
the company since it was 
founded more than three 
decades ago.

“I joined the founder 

when we had 10 people 
in 1982,” he said.

Today, the company 
— headquartered at 
4100 N. U.S. 33 in 
Churubusco — is 
manufacturing outfit 
that has grown signifi-
cantly from its humble 
beginnings in the garage 
of its founder.

The company now 
encompasses three 
locations — two in 
Churubusco, and one in 
Auburn — roughly 650 
employees, and more 
than 750,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space.

Company literature 
describes the firm as 
a business that “offers 
turning and grinding, 
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New President John Halverson.

SEE COVID, PAGE 2

SEE C&A, PAGE 2

SEE CENTER, PAGE 2

BY NICOLE MINIER
nminier@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY — Persistence 
paid off for Rozlyn Bishop, who was 
named Miss Whitley County on her 
third and final attempt at the crown.

Bishop, a 10-year 4-H member 
and Whitko High School graduate, 
took to the stage for the third year. 
Despite not being part of the queen’s 
court in the previous two years, she 
kept coming back, this time hearing 
her name called as the 2020 Miss 
Whitley County.

The look on her face said it all.
“You have no idea how much 

shock I was in,” Bishop said. “Going 
from not being on the court to 
winning was a complete shock to 
me.”

Bishop kept coming back for the 
experience.

“I have gained so much 
confidence and new friendships 
during this experience,” Bishop said. 
“I am so thankful.”

She thought that with enough 
hard work and dedication, she might 
have a shot at the crown this year.

“I have not words,” she said.
Bishop graduated from Whitko 
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Rozlyn Bishop is crowned 2020 Miss Whitley County by her predecessor, 
Dayna Kyler.

NICOLE MINIER
Rozlyn Bishop was overcome with 
emotion after being named Miss 
Whitley County.
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