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— Northeastern Rural 
Electric Membership 
Cooperative (NREMC) 
recently announced 
the commission of a 
108MWh utility-scale 
battery storage system, 

the largest on record for 
Indiana or surrounding 
states according to 
Bloomberg New Energy 
Finance data. Once fully 
deployed, the system 
will save consumers 
more than $35 million 

over the next 20 years.
Battery storage allows 

the seamless export of 
power onto the grid 
when it’s most needed 
— during times of peak 
demand or weather-re-
lated disruptions. During 

off-peak times, the 
battery storage systems 
will recharge when 
power rates are lower. 

This new energy 
solution could deliver 
enough on-demand 
energy to supply three 
hours of emergency 
power to more than 
3,200 homes and can 
be used during peak 
demand times to reduce 
overall usage and help 
lower consumer rates 
over time.

“Our commit-
ment to innovation at 
Northeastern is second 
to none among electric 
cooperatives,” said Eric 
Jung, NREMC’s chief 
executive officer. “We 
have have long provided 
affordable and reliable 

electric service, but now, 
more than ever, we need 
to evolve to meet our 
members future energy 
needs. We are pleased to 
work with FlexGen on 
this critically important 
project.”

“Our team is 
honored to deliver these 
milestone projects for 
NREMC,” said Alan 
Grosse, FlexGen chief 
operating officer. “On 
commissioning, these 
sites will be among the 
safest, most reliable and 
cost-effective power 
plants in the United 
States.”

NREMC will break 
ground on the first 
two battery sites next 
summer at cooperative 
substations in Perry 

Township in Allen 
County, and Jefferson 
Township in Whitley 
County. 

The total project will 
encompass five sites 
when complete.

When commissioned, 
the twoFlexGen battery 
systems will deliver 
a total of 14 MW of 
power — enough energy 
to supply three hours 
of power to more than 
3,200 homes when 
customers need it most.

According to 
Bloomberg New Energy 
Finance data, FlexGen 
projects will account 
for more than 54% of 
the utility-scale battery 
storage in Indiana 
when these projects are 
commissioned.
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COLUMBIA CITY 

— From the lawns to the 
rooftops, homes across 
Columbia City were 
sparkling this Christmas 
season — making the 
task of selecting winners 
of the annual Columbia 
City Community 
Christmas Decorating 
Contest a little more 
complicated.

Last month, Columbia 
City Councilwoman 
Jennifer Romano 
officially announced 
the winners of the 
28th annual Columbia 
City Community 
Christmas Decorating 
Contest. Judges looked 
for creativity and an 
abundance of Christmas 
spirit when selecting 
this year’s winners. The 
2020 winners include:

Overall Winner 
— 333 N. Main St. — 
decorated in honor of 
their late grandfather, a 
past winner, who died in 
September.

Northwest — 704 
Hill Drive

Southwest — 127 N. 
Wildthorne Court

Northeast — 153 E. 
Columbia Parkway

Southeast — 280 S. 
Eagle Glen Trail

“This year, by far, 
was one of our most 
challenging years yet,” 

Romano said. “I’ve been 
involved in judging for 
the past five years and 
this year we saw more 
homes participating 
than we ever have which 
was really exciting. It 
took us a little longer 
to judge this year due 
to the shear volume of 
participants.”

For the first time this 
year, Romano requested 
nominations from the 
community as well. 
2020 nominees included:

- 7 Jeffrey Drive
- 214 W. Bridge Bay 

Court
- 595 S. Douglas 

Avenue
- 153 E. Columbia 

Parkway
- 333 N. Main Street
- 601 W. Columbia 

Parkway
The winners received 

a letter from the city and 
a prize.

“Thank you to 
every person who 
participated,” Romano 
said. “The lights and 
decorations around the 
community are bringing 
smiles to the faces of 
so many people, adding 
some brightness and 
cheer to an otherwise 
tense year. For those 
decorating for the first 
time this year, I hope 
you’ll participate again 
next year.”

Winners were 
announced in 
28th annual CC 
Christmas contest 

BY STEVE GARBACZ
sgarbacz@kpcmedia.com

INDIANAPOLIS 
— In the 12th week of 
statewide flu surveil-
lance, Indiana was still 
seeing minimal impact 
from flu, according to 
the Indiana State Depart-
ment of Health.

There have been more 
than 7,500 “influen-
za-like illnesses” 
reported to the state so 
far since the first week 
of October, which is low 
for this time of year but 
not too far under low-im-
pact flu years of the past.

For the week ending 
Dec. 19, the Indiana 
State Department of 
Health reported an 
additional 460 influen-
za-like illnesses at 
monitoring sites around 
the state. That accounted 
for 1.06% of all doctor 
visits, which is the 
lowest percentage for 
this time of year in the 
past five years.

Typically flu numbers 
start to climb in mid-De-
cember and into the new 
year. While flu numbers 
were running about 
average compared to past 
years throughout the fall, 
2020 is now showing less 
impact than other years.

Flu 
activity 
holds at 
minimal 
levels

New REMC utility program to save customers over $35M 
Northeastern REMC, Flex Gen to launch 
largest battery storage system in region 

SEE FLU, PAGE 4
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WHITLEY COUNTY — Whitley 

County residents continue to embrace 
the long held tradition of giving back 

to their community. Thanks to this 
long-held spirit of generosity, the 
Community Foundation of Whitley 
County was able to award more than 
$200,000 in grants this December.

The following list of deserving 
charities and projects were 
recommended for funding by the Grants 
Committee and approved by the Founda-
tion’s Board of Directors:

· South Whitley Police Department, 

Foundation awards 
over $200K in grants
Gifts made to 
Community 
Foundation benefit 
local causes 

CONTRIBUTED

Visiting Nurse received $5,000 in grant money from the Community 
Foundation of Whitley County for personal protective equipment.

SEE FOUNDATION, PAGE 4


