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Whitley
County
records 2
COVID
deaths in
3 days
WCCS avoiding
major disruptions;
stays in class

NICOLE MINIER/

David Goodwell is head coach of Churubusco’s girls
basketball team.

BY NICOLE MINIER

nminier@kpcmedia.com

SEE WCCS, PAGE 2
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Whitko teacher Kathy Wright poses with Tessa, age 8, who she saved from
choking earlier this month.

Teacher saves
choking student

BY MICHAEL MORRISSEY

mmorrissey@kpcmedia.com

PIERCETON — A Whitko teacher
recently saved a student’s life when she
discovered the child was choking in her
classroom.
Nov. 6, at Pierceton Elementary
School, Tessa Hamm, an 8-year-old
third grader, had just come from
Physical Education, where the PE
teacher handed out LifeSaver candies as
a treat for the kids.
Tessa came back to teacher Kathy
Wright’s third-grade classroom and
started a spelling test with the rest of her
classmates. Not long after, Tessa began
choking on the LifeSaver, and got up to
let Wright know something was wrong.
“Tessa got up and came toward me,”

Wright said. “She was making some
gurgling sounds. At first, I think the
candy got caught in her retainer, and
then it slid back in her throat and she
just couldn’t get it out.”
Falling back on her first-aid training,
Wright grabbed the girl and quickly
gave her the Heimlich maneuver,
popping the candy out of Tessa’s throat
and onto the classroom floor.
Wright immediately ushered Tessa
down to the school nurse’s office to
make sure she was OK.
“She was shaken up a little,” Wright
said. “It was a scary experience. She
was a little pale, so the nurse took her
down to the nurse’s station.”
SEE TEACHER, PAGE 2

Whitley County welcomes first
African American basketball coaches
BY NICOLE MINIER

nminier@kpcmedia.com

WHITLEY COUNTY
— Though it may have
gone unrecognized by
some, it was a historical moment in Whitley
County on Saturday as the
county’s first two Black
varsity basketball coaches
faced off in a game at
Whitko.
David Goodwell and
Justin Jordan are the
new head coaches of
Churubusco and Whitko,
respectively, bringing
minority leadership to
Whitley County athletics
for the first time in
history.
According to the U.S.
Census, Whitley County
has one of the largest
proportions of White
population in the state of
Indiana at 97.3%, and one

of the smallest proportions of population that
identifies itself as Black
at 0.5%.
Inherently, many young
people in Whitley County
are not exposed to other
cultures, and the influence
of the new coaches has
been beneficial in more
ways than one.
“Not only is it basketball, but we both work
in the buildings as well,”
Goodwell said. “There’s
kids who have questions
all the time. I sit and talk
to them and the teachers
enjoy it as well — they
listen. There’s things they
don’t know about my
culture from the inner
city, and so I teach them
about that.”
Goodwell comes from
SEE COACHES, PAGE 2

State rolling back from Stage 5, reimposing some restrictions
BY STEVE GARBACZ

sgarbacz@kpcmedia.com

INDIANAPOLIS —
Indiana is moving backward
on its reopening plan,
as Gov. Eric Holcomb
announced Wednesday that
the state needs to clamp
down on sharply rising
COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths in the
state.
“Starting this weekend,
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there will be no more Stage
5,” Holcomb said. “The
Back on Track plan with
stages was, for sure, hopeful
for us to help regain our
footing and our economy,
but now, we must focus on
how we’ll get to the light at
the end of this tunnel.”
The guidelines took
effect Sunday and will
extend for one month. In
making the announcement,

INSIDE

WHITLEY COUNTY
— As the coronavirus takes
hold of the state of Indiana,
especially the northeast
district, Whitley County is
feeling the effects.
The county tallied two
more COVID-19 deaths in
a matter of three days last
week — the first deaths
since July 9, bringing the
total death count to eight.
Despite the virus
affecting much of the
county, Whitley County
Consolidated Schools has
seen only minor disruptions for in-person classes.
Superintendent Patricia
O’Connor sent a letter to
parents on Friday, outlining
the situation at WCCS.
At the time of the letter,
the elementary buildings had
less than four students test
positive, and less than five
had tested positive at the
middle school since the start
of the school year.
Columbia City High
School, the district’s largest
building, only had 14
positive cases as of Friday.
“All of the students with
positive test results were at
home prior to the positive
test result,” the letter stated.
There have been fewer
than three staff members per
building with positive tests,
and two of the district’s
schools have had no reports
of positive cases.
“Staff are absent because
they are close contacts with
other adults living in their
homes,” the letter said.
The situation is similar
for student absences.
“Although we have sent
home a large number of
children with COVID-like

Breaking down
cultural barriers
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Holcomb said he will
introduce new requirements
for counties that are experiencing high transmission of
the virus.
The change comes
after Holcomb vehemently
denied social media rumors
that he was ordering a
new shutdown after the
election. While the state is
not demanding businesses,
schools or events shut down,
it is reintroducing some
controls on gathering sizes
and enforcement of existing
mitigation efforts.
Chief among those new
restrictions, the governor
indicated social gatherings
will be limited to 50 people
in counties with orange
ratings from the state’s
county metric map, with a

25-person limit for counties
in red status.
Last week, almost every
county in the state was in
orange or red, with only five
counties receiving a yellow
rating for “moderate”
spread. No Indiana counties
were in blue, representing
“low” transmission.
LaGrange County was
rated red, while DeKalb,
Noble and Steuben counties
were in orange.
A statewide mask
mandate will remain in
place, and businesses will be
required to post notices that
face coverings must be worn
and will be asked to enforce
that restriction, Holcomb
said.
“There’s only so many
tools that we have to use to

bend that trajectory down, to
slow the spread,” Holcomb
said. “There are only so
many tools to use and we
know, as I just mentioned,
that some of the most
inexpensive tools we have
may be the most inconvenient, but they work.”
Indiana State Health
Commissioner Dr. Kris
Box detailed some of the
coming changes, which will
be applied to counties with
orange and red ratings from
the state.
For counties in the
orange, gatherings will be
limited to 50 people. Any
indoor events that may end
up being larger will need to
submit a plan and receive
SEE ROLLBACK, PAGE 2

