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COLUMBIA CITY — The black 
walnuts that rain down on lawns and 
fence rows each fall don’t have to be left 
for the squirrels to replant.

Loren Schmucker of rural Columbia 
City hulls the nuts, bags them up and 
pays 15-cents a pound. It’s a slow year, 
he said, and he’s about to close up shop 
for 2020.

His suppliers include youngsters 
looking for some extra money, church 
groups selling nuts as fundraisers, and 
some industrious entrepreneurs gathering 

on a larger scale.
Dozens of bags of hulled nuts are 

stacked beside the huller on Schmucker’s 
hilltop. He’s bought about 8,000 pounds 
this year, and expects to close with about 
12,000 pounds. That’s far short of the 
53,000 pounds he bagged up in 2019.

“The walnut trees go on a 3- to 
5-year cycle,” Schmucker said. “For 
example, here where I mow, there are 
about 70 trees that drop into the yard. 
So on a normal year I hull about 2,300 
pounds out of the yard. This year I’ve 
gotten about 450.”

He expects to wrap up his year on 
Nov. 2. He suggests that nut gatherers 
call to confirm before showing up at 
4321 N. 50W, Columbia City. That 
number is 260-229-8642.

He is among 24 Indiana buyers for 
Hammons Products, of Stocktown, 

Local man helps turn 
walnuts into cash
Harvest is down 
this year and 
nearing its end
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Walnut buyer Loren Schmucker shows a load of walnuts he gathered 
from his yard north of Columbia City. The hulled nuts reduced to about 25 
pounds, worth a total of about $3.75. See a video of the process at IN Fort 
Wayne on Facebook.

SEE WALNUTS, PAGE 2
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— The Community 
Foundation of Whitley 
County Inc. has received 
a Community Leadership 
Grant of $100,000 as part 
of the seventh phase of 
Lilly Endowment Inc.’s 
Giving Indiana Funds for 
Tomorrow (GIFT VII) 
initiative. With the grant, 
the Community Founda-
tion will support Mission 
25’s role in the Next 
Level Whitley County 
framework. The funding 
will allow the certified 
recovery center/transi-
tional housing shelter to 
hire and train additional 

staff as it expand its 
nonprofit services.

The Community 
Foundation of Whitley 
County is one of 84 
foundations in Indiana 
receiving grants through 
this round of GIFT VII 
grant-making. Lilly 
Endowment created GIFT 
in 1990 to help local 
communities in Indiana 
develop the philanthropic 
capacity to identify local 
needs and challenges. It 
launched GIFT VII in 
2018 and made available 
a total of $125 million 
to help foundations 

Community 
Leadership 
grant awarded 
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The Community Foundation of Whitley County 
recently presented a $100,000 grant to Mission 
25. Seated from the Mission 25 Board (from left) 
are Matt Shipman, Shawn Ellis and Melinda Woll. 
Standing, from left, are Community Foundation 
officers Marcia McNagny, Andy More and George 
Schrumpf.
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WHITLEY COUNTY 
— Whitley County voters 
wanted to make their 
vote count this election, 
as 74.16% turned out for 
Tuesday’s election that 
didn’t have many contested 
local races.

The county had 23,862 
individuals vote in the 
election, with 73.12% 
choosing Donald Trump as 
president. Sixty-six picked 
Eric Holcomb as governor, 
and 74.45% elected Todd 
Rokita for attorney general.

Justin Busch received 
78% of Whitley County’s 
votes for State Senator 
District 16. David Abbot 
was unopposed for 
State Rep. District 82, 
and Christopher Judy 
took 73.39% of Whitley 
County’s votes for State 
Rep. District 83.

There were no contested 
county government 
races. Kay Gatton will be 
treasurer, Scott Smith will 
be coroner, Dane Drew will 
be surveyor, Chad Banks 
will be District 1 County 
Commissioner, Theresa 
Green will be District 3 
County Commissioner, and 
James Argerbright, Thor 
Hodges and Joan Western 
will represent on the 
County Council.
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Little Ryker Messer, age 2.5, was dressed as a firefighter with fire truck in tow for 
the Lil’ Pumpkins on Parade in downtown Columbia City. The event was put on by 
the Whitley County Chamber of Commerce & Visitor’s Center. See more photos 
inside.

Pint-sized fireman
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CHURUBUSCO — 
From a small shop in 
a Churubusco man’s 
garage to an international 
company, C&A Tool has 
only seen growth over that 
past five decades.

C&A Tool Engineering 

Inc. has some of the most 
advanced equipment and 
production capabilities in 
the world, specializing in 
some of the most intricate 
markets, such as medical, 
aerospace and industrial.

On Oct. 27, it was 
named Northeast Indiana 
Internationally-owned 

Manufacturer of the Year 
at KPC Media’s Northeast 
Indiana Manufacturing 
Awards.

C&A Tool founder 
Dick Conrow started 
the company in his 
garage 1969, and the 

C&A Tool  named Internationally 
owned Manufacturer of the Year
Small shop in Churubusco grows into international business 

SEE C&A, PAGE 2

SEE GRANT, PAGE 2

Whitley 
County 
had 
74% 
turnout 

SEE ELECTION, PAGE 2


