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COLUMBIA CITY — If you 
knew about it, you knew about it.

If you didn’t opening the door to 
“The Tunnel” in the 1958 Columbia 
City High School building and 
walking through may feel like 
stepping into another dimension.

“The Tunnel” connects the upper 
areas of the gymnasium — via 
a labeled door through the boys 
restrooms on each side. Inside are 
some of the inner-workings of the 
building, such as large ventilation 
pipes that emerge from the basement 
— but that’s not what will take your 
breath.

Inside the tunnel are names of 
students — spanning back at least as 

‘The Tunnel’ 
brings back fond 
CCHS memories
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Hundreds, if not thousands, of names are scribed on the walls of “The 
Tunnel” at the 1958 Columbia City High School building, starting in the 
1970s.
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Entrances to the tunnels are 
located in the upper level of the 
gymnasium, through the boys 
restrooms.SEE TUNNEL, PAGE 2

KPC NEWS SERVICE
FORT WAYNE — 

Tyler Lemon, Columbia 
City High School and Ivy 
Tech Fort Wayne alumnus, 
vividly 
recalls 
the sage 
advice of 
his father, 
“you 
need 
to find 
a trade 
you’re 
good 
at, get the education you 
need, and make yourself 
an invaluable asset to a 
company.” And that’s what 
led Tyler to Ivy Tech Fort 
Wayne.

“I learned how 
machines operate. 
Now, I’m applying that 
knowledge to my everyday 
work life,” Lemon said. 
“The training I received 
was, by far, hands down, 
the best you could ever 
ask for.”

Fast forward 11 years 
— Lemon is the president 
of his own company, 
Orthopedic Validation 
Experts LLC, and was 
also recently recruited for 
his manufacturing industry 
knowledge and expertise 
by ALKU, a pharmaceu-
tical consultant agency. 
As a result of Lemon’s 
work, education and 
proficiency, he will serve 
as a validation engineer 
for equipment that 
manufactures COVID-19 
vaccinations.

But this wasn’t always 
the case. In 2009, Lemon 
planned to be an athlete at 
a four-year university.

Local man 
to assist in 
COVID 
vaccine 
production

Lemon

BY MICHAEL MORRISSEY
mmorrissey@kpcmedia.com

WHITLEY COUNTY 
— A Whitley County 
judge was one of only four 
National Guardsmen in 
the entire country to nab 
a spot in a Guard training 
program aimed at teaching 
him the ropes of being a 
military judge.

Whitley County 
Superior Court Judge 
Douglas Fahl, a Lt. Col. 
in the National Guard, 
recently was appointed as 
the 38th Combat Aviation 
Brigade’s judge advocate in 
the Indiana National Guard 
after completing a training 
program in Charlottesville, 
Virginia.

“It was a surprise,” said 
Fahl, age 53. “I felt like I 
had a strong resume, but 
I’m just a kid from a small 
town in Indiana. I didn’t 
think I would be selected, 
but I was pleasantly 
surprised when I was.”

Fahl and the other 47 
students — culled from 
all branches of the U.S. 
military — traveled to the 
campus of the University of 
Virginia in Charlottesville, 
Va., where the JAG, Judge 
Advocate General, school 
is located.

Put up in a hotel there, 
the students underwent 
intensive military law 
training.

“It’s like a semester of 
criminal law packed into 
two weeks,” Fahl said. 
“The JAG School bills it 
as its most challenging 
course.”

Fahl said it was similar 
to his graduate coursework.

“I felt like I was in law 
school all over again,” he 
noted. “In fact, it was so 
stressful sometimes, on the 
suggestion of my wife, I 
played Yanni music in my 
room to help me de-stress 
and study — and it did 
help.”

Once that phase was 
complete, the students 
moved to a mock 
courtroom learning arena.

“Then you move to the 
school, where you have a 
chief trial judge for each 
branch of the military,” 
Fahl said.

Student judges presided 
over simulated court rooms 
and were graded by school 
instructors on several 
factors, including their 
preparation for hearings, 
their rulings on courtroom 
motions made by attorneys, 
their ability to rule the 
courtroom effectively, and 
their courtroom demeanor.

Student judges are also 
put through an exercise 
of how to properly 
accept guilty pleas from 
a defendant, Fahl said, 
a process that is slightly 
more complicated than in 
civilian court.

Fahl will now hear 
cases from the National 

Whitley County 
judge becomes 
National Guard 
justice recently
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CHURUBUSCO — The 
Churubusco community is 
mourning the loss of one 
of its own — a 12-year-old 
Churubusco Junior High 
student, following a tragic 

death at the schools last 
week.

Friday classes and 
the varsity football game 
between Churubusco and 
Central Noble was canceled 
after the Thursday incident.

Superintendent Dan Hile 

sent a message to families 
Thursday evening:

“I am heartbroken to 
share that tonight, one of our 
students has passed away. 
Due to this terrible tragedy, I 
am canceling school Friday, 
Oct. 2,” he wrote.

Though classes weren’t 
held, the school was be open 
for students who wanted to 
speak with counselors and 
pastors who were on-hand. 
The district also had a 
scheduled two-hour delay 
on Monday, which later 
turned to an e-learning day 
after a thick fog blanketed 
the area.

“Please contact us 
immediately if your child 
needs support in any way,” 
he wrote. “Please keep the 
family and friends of our 
student in your thoughts in 
the days ahead.”

At about 5 p.m. 

Thursday, first responders 
were dispatched to the boys 
locker room at the school 
for an apparent suicide 
attempt.

According to Whitley 
County Coroner Randy 
Dellinger, the student was a 
12-year-old male.

A GoFundMe campaign 
was started in the family’s 
behalf to cover funeral 
expenses, raising more than 
$23,000.

The fundraiser was 
organized by the boy’s aunt, 
who wrote:

“Do to the tragic loss 
of my nephew Andrew 

Bullock, we are reaching 
out for financial help to 
cover the cost of the funeral 
expenses. No one ever plans 
to bury a child and no one 
was prepared for this! We 
are in desperate need of 
prayers for our entire family. 
Andrew loved playing 
football, video games, 
going fishing with his dad, 
hanging with his cousins, 
and drawling! He made 
friends everywhere he went, 
which wasn’t a surprise 
because he had such a 
big heart! We appreciate 

Tragedy strikes Churubusco community, Smith-Green
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