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AUBURN — True friendships 
are everlasting, no matter how 
many years pass.

Jim Delventhal of Auburn 
and Fred Clifford, formerly of 
Columbia City and now living 
in Mount Grove, Missouri, met 
Wednesday with Clifford’s 
daughter Teresa at Auburn’s North 
Main Street diner to renew their 
friendship.

They served together two years 
in the U.S. Army — from 1955 to 
1957 — stationed in South Korea. 
Although their paths probably 
crossed after their military service 
ended, the pair hadn’t talked until 
Wednesday.

Delventhal, 87, and Clifford, 
84, were both stationed at Camp 
Casey, about 5 miles from the 
demilitarized zone (DMZ) that has 
separated North and South Korea 
since the Korean War ended.

They met at basic training in 
Fort Ord in California. Clifford 
was a cook and Delventhal served 
in the infantry.

“He cooked my eggs special 
for me when I came through,” 
Delventhal said of Clifford 
with a chuckle at the memory. 
“Everybody else just threw them 
on the tray. I wanted my eggs 
hard.”

Reunion 64 years 
in the making

JEFF JONES

Army buddies Jim Delventhal, left, of Auburn, and Fred Clifford, of Missouri and formerly of Columbia 
City, reunited for breakfast Wednesday for the first time 64 years after they served together at Camp 
Casey in South Korea.

BY STEVE GARBACZ
sgarbacz@kpcmedia.com

INDIANAPOLIS 
— COVID-19 is 
making a comeback in 
Indiana, which is being 
demonstrated most clearly 
by sharper rising hospital-
izations occurring over the 

last week.
Cases and positivity 

continue to rise too as the 
state is seeing more and 
more delta variant cases 
and the virus once again 
begins to more rapidly 
spread among the state’s 
unvaccinated population.

The days of record 
lows set in June are 
well behind the state 
now as Indiana has seen 
increasing activity every 
week since hitting those 
all-time lows.

Cases continue to shoot 
upward, rising 37% from 
a week ago. Last week, 
the state averaged 510 
cases per day over the 
previous seven days. This 
week, it’s 697 cases per 

day.
Positivity has risen 

sharply too. Two weeks 
ago, positivity averaged 
3.6% over the week, 
rising to 4.3% last week 
and now at 5.1% this past 
week.

The rise in cases 
haven’t been just mild 
cases among young 
people, either, as the state 
is seeing a higher number 
of new admissions to 
statewide hospitals.

After hanging 
around 400 patients in 
treatment any given day 
from mid-June through 
mid-July, Indiana is now 
seeing a consistent rise in 
new hospitalizations.

As of this week, 685 
patients are admitted for 

COVID hospitalizations rising
Hospital census up 72% 
from two weeks ago
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COLUMBIA CITY 
— An update on the 
Montessori program was 
presented to the Whitley 
County Consolidated 
School Board of Trustees 
at its most recent meeting.

Months ago, it was 
announced that WCCS 
would implement a new 
learning environment that 
would be added to Mary 
Raber Elementary School.

Montessori curriculum 
is led by student choice. 
Classrooms are designed 
to be quiet, calm environ-
ments with neutral colors 
that doesn’t distract from 
student focus. Instruc-
tional materials are 
laid out at the student’s 
height, allowing them the 
opportunity to see what 
is offered and choose the 
work they want to focus 
on. This would be open 
to incoming kindergart-
eners starting Fall 2022, 
and every year after an 
additional grade level 

would be added for six 
years.

Director of the 
Montessori Program 
Monica Ralston gave 
an update on where 
plans currently are for 
implementing this. She 
reported that she and 
three other teachers who 
are starting the program 
have been traveling to 
Trine University for 
training.

One of the things 
Ralston feels has been a 
benefit is the travel which 
gives staff the time to 
discuss how to implement 
what they are learning 
this summer into the 
Whitley County program.

“We’ve been excited 
about what we’ve been 
learning,” said Ralston. 
“We are looking forward 
to making connections 
with our families. We 
have the kids’ best 
interest at heart and 
are looking forward to 
providing leadership for 
this.”

WCCS update 
on Montessori 
program
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— Last week, Thor 
Hodges announced 
his candidacy 
for Whitley 
County Sheriff 
in the upcoming 
Republican 
primary election 
on May 3.

“I am excited 
to announce that I 
will be running for 
Whitley County 
Sheriff,” Hodges 
said. “I have 
devoted my career 
to serving Whitley 
County, from 
beginning my 
law enforcement 
career in 1990 as 
a dispatcher and 
reserve deputy 
sheriff for the Whitley 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment to my current role 
as Deputy Police Chief 
for the Columbia City 
Police Department.

“As a life-long 

resident of Whitley 
County, it’s been an 
honor to serve as a 

Columbia City 
councilman and 
currently as 
Chairman of the 
Whitley County 
Council. I believe 
Whitley County is 
the best place to 
work and live and 
I have a strong 
desire to keep 
Whitley County 
great. I look 
forward to earning 
your support in 
2022”

Born in 
Churubusco 
and a resident 
of Columbia 
City since 1989, 
Hodges brings 

to the race for Whitley 
County Sheriff 56 years 
of community involve-
ment and 30 years of 
proven leadership and 
law enforcement experi-
ence in Whitley County.

Thor Hodges 
announces candidacy 
for Whitley County 
Sheriff 
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