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WHITLEY COUNTY 
— Woven into the fabric 
of Whitley County are 
threads of goodness, 
selflessness and 
sacrifice. Since 1994, the 
Community Foundation’s 
Annual Heart of Gold 
Awards has sought to 
honor the individuals who 
make our community great 
through various acts of 
kindness.

Through the years, 
hundreds of Whitley 
County’s friends, 
neighbors and family have 
been acknowledged for 
their admirable character 
and caring hearts.

“While 2020 has been 
different than anything 
we’ve experienced in the 
past, what has not changed 
is the fabric of community. 
If anything, perhaps we 
realize that those threads 
are stronger than we could 
have imagined. We have 
much for which to be 
grateful,” said September 
McConnell, director of the 
Community Foundation of 
Whitley County.

“While we are unable 

to gather together to 
recognize this year’s 
Heart of Gold recipi-
ents, we are happy to 
share the nominations 
received on their behalf. 
Each nominee will be 
awarded the traditional 
gold heart medallion and 
each individual winner 
will be able to award a 
$100 grant to the Whitley 
County charities of their 
choosing.”

The following individ-
uals were honored, and 
these were the nomination 
letters written about them:

Angela Enright, 
Churubusco
Nominator: Anonymous

“When the COVID-19 
pandemic first began, 
Angela set aside her 
personal needs and 
dedicated/donated her time 
and resources from her 
upholstery business, “Sew 
What” in Churubusco, to 
making masks for health-
care workers and first 
responders to help combat 
the shortage of PPE. 
Angela assembled a large 

group of volunteers and 
coordinated the making 
of thousands of masks, 
a bright spot during a 
difficult time for our 
country.”

Arlene Shively, 

Churubusco
Nominator: Harold 
Norman

“Arlene Shively, a 
retired nurse, has been 
a blessing to me and 
countless others. She 

has transported us to 
the doctor’s office or 
the hospital for tests, 
answered questions about 
what the medical reports 
mean and brought us the 
products we need when 
we were unable to do so. 

She and her husband Mike 
help distribute food to 
the over one hundred that 
come each Tuesday to the 
drive-through giveaway at 
CUMC. She is on a team 
that checks blood pressure 
for those who desire it at 
the Church. Whether by 
phone or in person, she is 
a person with a heart of 
gold in Churubusco. I am 
so thankful for her spirit 
of sharing and giving.”

Barb Kaminski, 
Whitley County
Nominator: Abbi 
Carroll

“Barb Kaminski 
has done so much for 
the Humane Society of 
Whitley County that I 
don’t know where to 
begin. She has fostered 
nearly 250 kittens and 
mama cats over the last 
5 years! In her house she 
built a Kitten Room which 
includes everything she 
needs for fostering, it is 
equipped with enrich-
ment (shelves, toys, etc), 
sink/counter, fridge and 

Local residents honored for Hearts of Gold 
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Abbi Carroll nominated Barb Kaminski for a Heart of Gold Award.
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CHURUBUSCO — 
Churubusco hit the gas 
from the opening tipoff 
and never let up, stuffing 
Columbia City with a 
77-49 loss in Wednesday’s 
Whitley County rivalry 
game.

Churubusco ran up 
a 9-0 lead and holding 
Columbia City scoreless 
for nearly three minutes.

“I was proud of our 
guys for coming out 
with energy right away,” 
Churubusco head coach 
Chris Paul said.

Even though there 
weren’t many fans in the 
stands, the excitement of 
a county-rivalry game was 
still present.

“It’s ’Busco-Columbia 
City. It doesn’t matter 
whether there’s 2,000 
people or five people in 
the stands. These kids 
have known each other 
for a long time and live 
10 miles down the road. 
We just knew it was going 

to be that kind of game,” 
Paul said.

The hosts used a 
scrappy, fast-paced 
defense to force multiple 
Columbia City turnovers 
in the opening minutes, 
and the offense gave 
Churubusco multiple 
second chances, with 
several offensive rebounds 
to start the game.

“We got the tempo 
going in the direction we 
wanted it go to,” Paul 
said. “We knew it was 
going to be a battle of 
styles. They play more 
deliberate and we play 
faster. It was just whatever 
style was going to win — 
and fortunately we were 
able to get the game going 
the way we needed it to 
go.”

Paul said he went 
with a new strategy 
against Columbia City 
— starting off the game 
with a full-court press to 
generate the energy he 
was looking for.

“We have a ball hawk on the ball in Luke McClure. Now we have 
two freshmen who are 
super quick and can get 
that first trap, and we’ve 
taken Jackson (Paul) — 
who is a natural (football) 
safety — and put him in 
the middle, reading the 
passing lane. Then, if we 
get beat, we have 6-foot-9 
protection at the rim in 
Landen Jordan.”

Columbia City’s Jaxon 
Crawford put the visitors 
on the scoreboard at the 
5:10 mark, followed 
by a bucket by Andrew 
Hedrick, but ’Busco didn’t 
back down, outscoring 
Columbia City 8-4 in the 
final four minutes with 
a scoring barrage from 
seniors Landen Jordan, 
Jackson Paul and Luke 

McClure.
At the end of the first 

quarter, Churubusco led 
20-8.

‘Busco’s seniors 
continued their offensive 
attack to start the fourth 
quarter, scoring 10 points 
to Columbia City’s three 
to lead 30-11 with 3:52 

Churubusco wins battle of the Eagles, 77-49
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Columbia City head coach Matt Schauss talks to his team during a third-quarter timeout.
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