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COLUMBIA CITY — An 
explosion at a warehouse that 
could be felt by residents all over 
Columbia City killed one person 
and injured two others Saturday 
morning, the Indiana State Police 
report.

Shortly before 9 a.m. officers 
from multiple police agencies 
and numerous fire departments 
responded to the building 
explosion at 515 N. Line St., 
Columbia City. Arriving first 
responders found a warehouse 
structure located on this property 
fully engulfed in flames, Sgt. 
Brian Walker said.

There were three adults 
reported in or around the building 
at the time of the initial explosion. 
Two of those adults were able 
to escape the building with only 
minor injuries, Walker said. One 
adult male remained trapped inside 
and was unable to be rescued due 

to the size and nature of the fire. 
There was significant damage 
to several adjacent business and 
residential structures to the south 
and west of the warehouse.

The initial dispatch reported 
that “half of the building was 

gone.” Within minutes, the entire 
building was up in flames — heat 
could be felt from as far as Ace 
Hardware — several yards away 
from the scene.

Along with first responders, 
other personnel quickly made the 

scene, including members of the 
Columbia City Electric Depart-
ment and NIPSCO.

‘I’m always amazed at how 
focused and determined our crews 

Explosion rocks Columbia City
State police 
investigating 
blast; one dead
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Thorncreek Township firemen Nick Gessner, left, and Ken Smith take a break from hosing down 
the flames.
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A warehouse explosion rocked Columbia City on Saturday morning. One person was killed and two were reported injured, police said.
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COLUMBIA CITY — 
A plea for change. This 
was the main message 
behind the community 
members who spoke out 
during the Whitley County 
Consolidated School 
Board of Trustees meeting 
last week.

Many of these voices 
asked for in-person 
engagement from the 
school board members, 
asking them to talk 
to teachers and better 
understand the challenges 
they and the students face 
each day before making 
decisions for the district.

“What we failed to do 
is recognize the people 
who have been in the 
trenches all year. The 
teachers, the backbone of 
our community, and those 
who are in charge of our 
children on a daily basis. 
I see people when we 
are out and I hear people 
talk, and if some of the 
things that teachers say 
are going on is going on 
in our classrooms without 
the support of you guys 
— without the support of 
our administrators — is 
beyond ridiculous,” said 
Pat Krouse, a community 
member who spoke out 
during the meeting.

He added, “Where have 
you been? None of you 
have the right to tell any 
teacher how they should 
run a classroom because 
you are not there. We 
need to talk to them (our 
teachers).”

Some of the strongest 
voices to speak were the 
teachers themselves.

One of those to speak 
was Carly Blake, who 
expressed concerns 
with the school board’s 
decision to implement 
a Montessori learning 
environment as one of 
its elementary education 
options. The decision was 
made to add this more 
open learning environment 
structure to Mary Raber 
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