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CITY — The Indiana 
State Police has been 
requested to investigate 
the death of an inmate at 
the Whitley County Jail.

The Indiana State 
Police were contacted 
by the Whitley County 
Sheriff Department 
on Saturday morning, 
Aug. 29, after jail staff 
found a female inmate 
unresponsive in a 
holding cell at the jail.

The inmate, Tia 
Lynn Meyers, 32, of 
Fort Wayne, was found 
unresponsive in her 
isolated holding cell at 
approximately 7 a.m.

Jail staff and medical 
staff immediately began 
life-saving efforts until 
emergency medical 

ISP 
probes 
Whitley 
jail death

KPC NEWS SERVICE
ETNA — As with 

many other events in 
2020, the Lord’s Acre 
Festival in Etna has 
been canceled due to 
COVID-19.

In previous years, 
funds raised from the 
festival have helped 
support a local effort, 
the Whitley County 
Boomerang Backpack 
program for Little Turtle 
and Northern Heights 
elementary schools.

The program targets 
elementary school 
children who might not 
have quality food over 
the weekend.

The cost to provide 
200 students with 
a backpack for the 

Lord’s Acre 
Festival 
canceled, 
fundraiser 
continues 
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BY MICHAEL MORRISSEY
mmorrissey@kpcmedia.com

WHITLEY COUNTY — The 
Whitley County Historical Museum 
is bringing a new fashion exhibit 
to local patrons virtually — via 
Facebook.

Broadcast Fridays on Facebook 
video, the Whitley County Histor-
ical Museum has begun something 
staff members are calling “Fashion 
Fridays” to showcase the center’s 
burgeoning collection of vintage 
clothing.

“We looked at the clothing we had 
here,” said Dani Tippmann, director 

of the museum, “and we had such 
wonderful pieces, we thought this 
would be a good idea.

“And we looked at other museums 
around here, and they’re not doing 
anything like this,” she said.

One of the museum’s first virtual 
exhibits — done on Aug. 21 — 
showed off vintage dresses from the 
1960s and 1970s.

The wardrobe items used in 
the videos are either clothing the 
museum has on hand, or are things 
donated from local benefactors, said 

Museum highlights 
fashion over the years

CONTRIBUTED

Museum volunteer Karen Cheng shows off a sleeveless 1960s summer 
dress in the museum’s first “Fashion Fridays” video.
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BY CINDY LARSON
clarson@kpcmedia.com

Working from home 
or attending school 
virtually has been a 
good solution for many 
during the COVID-19 
crisis except for those 
who live in rural 
communities and don’t 
have good connectivity.

What is more 
concerning is that as the 
virus hangs on, some 
businesses are finding 

the best solution is to 
give up their office 
space and let employees 
permanently work from 
home. And students 
without a good reliable 
Internet connection run 
the risk of falling behind 
in school.

Jim Turner, CEO 
of Intelligent Fiber 
Network (IFN), based 
out of Indianapolis, 
says investing in fiber 
broadband infrastruc-

ture is vital, both for 
businesses and schools.

“I think remote work 
is here to stay,” he said.

IFN has more than 
4,500 route miles of 
fiber, connecting more 
than 4,000 buildings in 
Indiana. Its focus is on 
rural broadband, and 
it is actually owned 
by 21 rural telephone 
companies. Three of its 
member/owners received 
grants in the latest 
round of the Next Level 
Connection program 
announced Sept. 3 by 
Gov. Eric Holcomb.

They went to New 
Lisbon Broadband 
and Communications 
to serve six unserved 
residences in Henry 
County; to Endeavor 
Communications to 
serve 138 unserved 

locations near the 
town of Danville in 
Hendricks County; and 
to Perry-Spencer Rural 
Telephone Coopera-
tive, Inc. to serve 679 
unserved locations in 
Dubois County.

In our area, two 
organisations unaffili-
ated with IFN received 
grants: Mercury 
Wireless, which will 
connect 130 households 
and five businesses in 
part of Allen, DeKalb 
and Whitley counties; 
and Lakeland Internet in 
Steuben County, which 
will serve 40 households 
in Pine Canyon Lake.

IFN did a project for 
Whitley County in 2018, 
providing fiber optic 
services along the U.S. 
30 corridor primarily to 
serve businesses along 

that route, such as the 
“shovel ready” Park 30 
Business Center.

Having high-band-
width fiber optic cable 
ready for a business to 
hook into is another 
incentive for those 
looking for a new 
location.

Turner said IFN 
designs the systems, and 
then hires contractors to 
do the installation.

In addition to 
providing service to 
their owners, IFN also 
designs systems for 
hospitals, schools, 
businesses and govern-
ment buildings. They 
also provide service to 
towers.

It was business as 
usual for IFN until the 

BY LOUISA DANIELSON
For IN|Fort Wayne

Demand has been 
high, and supply has been 
low, but sales are up this 
year at The RV Center 
in Columbia City, owner 
Ron Sleeper said.

According to a June 
2020 article on PRNews-
wire, recreational vehicle 
rentals through website 
RVshare are up 1,600% 
since early April. Camper 
sales and rentals in 
northeast Indiana are also 
higher than normal.

“It (is) a great way 
to do the great escape in 
the pandemic,” Sleeper 
explained. “You can 
social distance, control 
the environment … the 
bedding … (know that) 
food is coming from that 
refrigerator.”

RVs allow people to 
do something different 
while maintaining their 
own space and giving 
them room to stay safe. 
Sleeper reported that 
customers have told him 
there can be a 3-week 
waiting period to get 
into some campgrounds. 
Other customers have told 
him they are camping on 
private property when they 
visit friends and relatives.

The RV Center mainly 
deals in towable campers, 

and Sleeper said that at 
the start of the shutdowns 
he had 80–100 trailers in 
his lot. Those have been 
selling briskly. The most 
popular models are what 
he called “bunk units,” 
which are towable trailers 
with sleeping space for 
entire families — Mom, 
Dad, the kids and a friend 
or two. They can have an 
indoor kitchen and/or an 
outdoor kitchen, and a full 
bathroom.

Tent campers are also 
popular. “I’m sold out of 
those,” Sleeper said.

The difficulty comes in 
meeting demand. When 
the pandemic hit, many 
businesses were shut 
down — not only dealer-
ships, but also manufac-
turing centers, which 
made camper parts hard 
to find.

Slowdowns in the 
supply chain are what 
pose the greatest difficulty 
now. As an example, 
Sleeper mentioned that 
he was driving through 
Elkhart County. There, he 
saw an RV factory with 
a number of campers in 
the lot but with cardboard 
windows. The campers 
were waiting for their real 
windows to be installed, 

RV demand up, 
supply low 
amid pandemic
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High-speed fiber broadband more essential 
than ever for rural areas due to pandemic

SEE FIBER, PAGE 2


