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THE 2022 Knotweed Festival Quilt Show will be held from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 13, at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church on Campbell St. in Blairsville, behind the Blairsville 
Public Library. More than 45 quilts will be on display and 
organizers encourage visitors to stop by and vote for their 
favorite, both vintage and new. The owner of the winning 
quilt entry will receive a gift card. This beautiful handmade 
quilt top was found by local residents in an old trunk.

QUILT SHOW

By PATRICK CLOONAN
pcloonan@indianagazette.net

SALTSBURG — Borough 
offi cials have approved a 
“do not knock” ordinance.

At its meeting on Aug. 1, 
Saltsburg Borough Coun-
cil passed what is being 
called Ordinance No. 292, 
an amendment to the bor-
ough’s existing solicitation 
ordinance.

Local residents are being 
offered access to a “do not 
knock” list, that would be 
handed to salespeople and 
others who receive permits 
to solicit door-to-door in 
Saltsburg.

Councilman Abe Kline 
moved to approve the or-
dinance, while Councilman 
Joe Penta seconded the mo-
tion.

Borough offi cials advised 
anyone wanting to join this 
list to sign up at the bor-
ough offi ce, 320 Point St.

Also, according to min-
utes supplied by borough 
Secretary/Treasurer Krys-
tin J. Kelly, Joan Adams 
voiced concern for borough 
benches outside of Indiana 
County Housing Authority’s 
McGregor Manor.

Public Works Director 
Don Kelly said supplies 
were given to an individu-
al to clean and paint those 
benches, but the work has 
not been done yet.

Several residents voiced 
concern about the stop sign 

at Cathedral and Washing-
ton streets, saying they see 
far too many people run-
ning the sign and feel some-
one is going to get hurt one 
day because of the volume 
of traffi c there.

Police Offi cer-in-Charge 
Don Isherwood discussed 
public safety matters 
during the work session 
that precedes the month-
ly voting meeting, and told 
council his department’s 
white Ford Explorer did not 
pass inspection because 
the part that is needed can 
not be acquired.

He said 59 parking tick-
ets, two warnings and nine 
citations were issued last 
month, while there was one 
medical assist and one re-
port of an identity theft.

Isherwood also said a 
high grass letter had been 
sent out.

Vacant properties also are 
a source of concern. Resi-
dent Barb Geisler raised the 
matter, which led to a dis-
cussion and a decision to 
consult borough Solicitor 
Wayne Kablack.

In his sewage report, Don 
Kelly said a spare pump 
needed for the sewage 
system will cost roughly 
$20,000. In his streets re-
port, Kelly said new “Chil-
dren at Play” signs had been 
placed in various locations.

Councilwoman Lorrie 

Solicitors to get 
‘do not knock’ 

lists

SALTSBURG BOROUGH

By CHAUNCEY ROSS
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HOMER CITY — While 
the creators and organizers 
of the Indiana Community 
Garden celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the project 
on the ground of J.S. Mack 
Community Center along 
South Sixth Street, perhaps 
the biggest fruit of that gar-
den has sprouted six miles 
away.

The local volunteers who 
have launched the Homer 
City Community Garden, 
with no shortage of guid-
ance from the Indiana 
project, celebrated their 
fi rst harvest on Aug. 2.

Garden Committee 
Chairperson Misty Hunt 
told the borough coun-
cil that produce from the 
summer growing season 
has been gathered and the 
fall plantings are under 
way.

The garden was built on 
a 28-foot by 64-foot patch 
of InTown Park next to the 
basketball court and kid-
dies’ playground. The bor-
ough owns the park but 
the garden, like the other 
recreation assets, is admin-
istered by Homer Center 
Parks and Recreation.

To lay out the garden, vol-
unteers covered the grass 
with a layer of cardboard 

and topped that with a few 
inches of mulch, all pro-
vided free by the Indiana 
County Recycling Center. 
The patch now is enclosed 
by a wire fence and its 
planting areas, in layers of 
elements that Hunt called 
“dirt lasagna,” are con-
tained in four raised beds, 
each 12 feet by 4 feet and 
22 inches tall.

Hunt led council on a 
whirlwind tour of the proj-
ect by way of a computer 
slideshow at the outset of 
the board’s monthly busi-
ness meeting. She recited 
a long list of community 
supporters who made it 
possible: a handful of busi-

nesses who made modest 
cash donations, volun-
teers who worked hours in 
construction, the borough 
crews who helped with 
trucking dirt and mulch, 
and Lowe’s Home Improve-
ment store who shaved 
almost $400 off the prices 
paid for lumber and other 
materials.

The project so far has 
come in under the $2,000 
budgeted by Parks and 
Recreation for making it a 
reality, Hunt said.

Later, she gave an on-
site update on how Homer 
City has profi ted from the 

Homer City Community 
Garden produces first harvest
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KELLY ELLIOTT, left, and Misty Hunt are the organizers of the community garden in Homer City.
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HOMER CITY — 
Cost-cutting and bot-
tom-scraping have put 
Indiana County’s primary 
emergency medical re-
sponse and ambulance 
transport company in 
slightly better financial 
position than a year ago, 
but one-time grants that 
Citizens’ Ambulance Ser-
vice received this year 
need to be repeated to 
help the agency remain 
solvent, Homer City Bor-
ough council members 

were told Tuesday.
Without the same sup-

port again, Citizens’ tra-
ditional around-the-
clock response and staff-
ing of six ambulance sta-
tions throughout Indiana 
County can’t be main-
tained, according to Indi-
ana County Commission-
er Mike Keith, a member 
of Citizens’ board of di-
rectors.

“If Citizens’ isn’t able to 
hit their 2023 budget, and 
a shortfall of $1.5 million 

— they’re here to tell you 
and I’m here to tell you 
that Citizens’ will not be 
operating six units any-
more,” Keith said. “Ser-
vices will be dropped. 
That’s a fact. It’s a busi-
ness; if you can’t afford it, 
it’s not going to happen.”

A year ago, Citizens’ 
Ambulance leaders made 
a concerted appeal to 
township after town-
ship, borough after bor-
ough, for local budget 
money to buoy the ser-
vice through another 
year. They received more 
than $100,000 from Indi-

ana County municipali-
ties including a donation 
of $10,000 that Homer 
City included in its 2022 
budget.

Now on their 2022 cam-
paign for municipal sup-
port, Citizens’ execu-
tive board President Bill 
Staffen and accounting 
manager Dave Shaffer 
suggested that local taxes 
could go a long way to-
ward keeping the ambu-
lances in operation on an 
ongoing basis.

Many area boroughs 

Citizens’ renews quest for 
borough, township support
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