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Fisher Auditorium, Performing Arts Center
Friday, March 24th, 2023 at 7:30pm

The Mystical Arts of Tibet: Sacred Music Sacred Chants performance comprises selections believed to 
generate energies conducive to world healing. Robed in magnificent costumes and playing traditional 

Tibetan instruments, the Loseling monks perform ancient temple music and chants for world healing.

Mystical Arts of Tibet:
Sacred Music & Chants for Peace and Healing
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Brush Valley 
TWP Vol. Fire 
Company 
BBQ Chicken 
Halves 
Sunday, March 
19, 10:30 AM 
Until Sold 
Out!

“My respect for Westerns have 
gone way, way up. It’s hard and 
treacherous work. It’s hard to 
fi nd people these days who 
can ride horses like that and 
jump onto trains.” 
Gore Verbinski, American 
fi lm director, born on this 
date in 1964

ALBRIGHT, Bernard Charles, 76, Penn Run
TAYLOR, Lisa Dawn (Massey), 52, West 

Homestead
WILSHIRE, George H. “Duck,” 71, Cherry Tree

Late death
ASHBAUGH, Violet Jean (Ferguson), 84, 

Clymer

By PATRICK CLOONAN
pcloonan@indianagazette.net

HOLLIDAYSBURG — The 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Military and Veterans Af-
fairs honored an area vet-
eran on his 100th birthday 
Tuesday.

“Your depth of accom-
plishments in service to our 
country, experience with 
horses and farming, and 
work in the steel and iron 
industry and with the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars refl ect 
the best of Pennsylvania,” 
Gov. Josh Shapiro wrote in a 
letter to Hollidaysburg Vet-
erans’ Home resident Rus-
sell R. Stiffl er, who turned 
100 Tuesday.

“We hope this time is a 
moment of refl ection for 
you on your past achieve-
ments, your hopes for the 
future, your loved ones, and 
your many blessings, even 
those that lie ahead,” the 
governor wrote on his be-
half and that of First Lady 
Lori Shapiro.

Stiffl er was born on March 
14, 1923, in Strongstown, 
and spent most of his 
childhood and adult life in 
the Seward area, with his 
last address being in East 
Wheatfi eld Township.

He entered the Army in 
1944 during World War II, 
serving until 1946 and ob-
taining the rank of staff ser-
geant. He worked in a mil-
itary warehouse and drove 
a truck.

“Staff Sgt. Stiffl er is part 
of a group known as the 
Greatest Generation,” Dys-
art-based VFW District 26 
Commander David V. Sey-
more wrote. “They grew up 
in the throes of the Great 
Depression only to be 
forged into adulthood in 
the fi res of war. His gener-
ation built this nation into 
one of the greatest in the 
world.”

Stiffl er’s military decora-
tions and citations include 
The Army of Occupations 
Medal (Europe), World War 
II Victory Medal, and the 
European African Middle 
Eastern Campaign Medal 
with one bronze star.

“An easy path was not laid 
before you on your journey 
to this day,” Seymore con-
tinued, “but we thank you 
for your service and dedi-
cation to preserving liberty 
on this celebration of your 
centennial year.”

Post-war, Stiffl er worked 
as a steel and iron works la-
borer until retiring in 1977.

Area veteran honored 
on his 100th birthday

Submitted
PROVIDING AN honor guard for Russell Stiffl er’s birthday party is David Taylor, standing, who is a member of Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 1989.

Submitted
VETERANS OF Foreign Wars District 26 (Cambria County) 
Commander David Seymore, shown standing, holds a 
folder with various paperwork, including his proclamation 
for Russell Stiffl er and a letter from Gov. Josh Shapiro.

By PATRICK CLOONAN
pcloonan@indianagazette.net

When state Rep. Brian 
Smith, R-Punxsutawney, 
introduces legislation to 
return the 
opening 
day of ant-
lered deer 
rifl e season 
to the Mon-
day after 
Thanksgiv-
ing — pos-
sibly later 
this week or 
early next 
week — 
there will be a companion 
bill in the state Senate.

“The annual deer rifl e 
season is special in Penn-
sylvania,” state Sen. Lisa 
M. Boscola, R-Northamp-
ton County, wrote in a 
Senate co-sponsorship 
memorandum she began 
to circulate on March 
8. “My offi ce received a 
number of letters and 

phone calls regarding the 
impact of moving opening 
day to the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving.”

Her reasons are simi-
lar to those expressed by 
Smith in what now is his 
second memorandum on 
the subject, following an 
initial circulation on Dec. 
13, 2022.

“When the Pennsylva-
nia Game Commission 
changed the opening day 
of antlered deer rifl e sea-
son to the Saturday after 
the Thanksgiving holiday, 
they disrupted the posi-
tive economic impact that 
many small businesses 
and volunteer organiza-
tions experienced in years 
past,” Smith wrote in that 
fi rst memorandum. “They 
took away the family time 
that was traditional for 
many that weekend, as 
hunters now have to leave 
earlier for deer camp.”

By CHAUNCEY ROSS
chauncey@indianagazette.net

BLACK LICK — Expect-
ing to hire a worker for 
the Burrell Township road 
crew on Wednesday eve-
ning, just in time for the 
spring cleanup and main-
tenance cycle, the town-
ship supervisors learned 
it may be another month 
before they can bring the 
work force up to full com-
plement.

Brett Hebenthal, of 
Grafton, was chosen for 
the post by the supervi-
sors during their month-
ly business meeting, but 
declined to accept the 
position when contacted 
about the appointment 
following the meeting.

Supervisor Chairman 
Dan Shacreaw didn’t say 
why Hebenthal turned 
down the offer.

The job will remain 
open until April 19 unless 
the supervisors call a spe-
cial meeting in the inter-
im.

The supervisors report-

ed nine people applied 
for the job but Shacreaw 
reported three of the can-
didates lacked a com-
mercial driver’s license 
and weren’t qualifi ed for 
the job. Supervisor John 
Shields said the six who 
interviewed all were fi t for 
the position.

The supervisor voted to 
keep the remaining appli-
cations on fi le to consider 
for any road crew oppor-
tunities “in case some-
thing doesn’t work out,” 
according to Shields. That 
happened sooner than 
they expected.

In other business, the 
supervisors appointed 
two residents to volunteer 
positions and learned of 
an impending improve-
ment project in Pine 
Ridge County Park.

At the recommendation 
of Library Director Jen 

Smith prepares 
hunting bill to move 
deer season back to 
Monday start date

REP. BRIAN 
SMITH

By NATHAN ZISK
NZisk@indianagazette.net

Indiana County Parks and Trails 
has partnered with Commonplace 
Coffee to release a collaborative 
coffee blend, the Blue Spruce Park 
Blend, that will be available online 
Tuesday, March 21, and in Indiana 
Commonplace Coffee locations 
Thursday, March 23.

Commonplace Coffee, headquar-
tered in Pittsburgh, will donate a 
portion of the retail and wholesale 

proceeds from coffee sales to Indi-
ana County Parks and Trails, a non-
profi t organization tasked with op-
erating Indiana’s 15 park and trail 
sites.

This is the fi rst time the two enti-
ties have partnered to release a do-
nation coffee blend, which will run 
for eight weeks through May 9.

The funds raised from this project 
will be used to construct an accessi-
ble pathway to allow persons of all 
abilities to reach the bird-feeding 
site in Blue Spruce Park, according 

to a Commonplace Coffee press re-
lease.

“I love enjoying the local Indiana 
parks and trails with family and 
friends,” said Commonplace Coffee 
founder TJ Fairchild. “A few years 
ago, I found this magical place where 
you can feed the birds, and through 
this project, I was able to meet Ray 
Winstead, who fi rst trained the birds 
at Blue Spruce Park.”

Winstead, a former Indiana Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania biology 

Business releases coffee blend to support Indiana parks, trails
COMMONPLACE 
COFFEE collaborated 
with Indiana County 
Parks and Trails to 
create a donation 
coffee blend, the Blue 
Spruce Park Blend, 
which pays homage 
to hand-feeding birds 
at Blue Spruce Park.

SubmittedSee COFFEE: A-8

See SMITH: A-8

Township continues 
search for road worker

BURRELL 
TOWNSHIP

See SEARCH: A-8


