
25th Annual - Greater Pittsburgh

Holiday Spectacular

November 
18 • 19 • 20

MONROEVILLE CONVENTION CENTER

ARTS  &  CRAFTS

Over 
250 

Exhibits!!

Exhibitors from 11 States!!!
Fri & Sat 10–6 • Sun 10–5

Santa & Mrs. Claus 
Sat. 10–5, Sun. 11–4

Handmade 
Jewelry

East End Kids 
Sat. 12 & 1 
Sun. 1 & 2

Seasonal & 
Holiday Décor

Buy Tickets 
at the gate 
or online at 

FamilyFestivals.com

Redeem this ad for 
50¢ off one Adult or 

Senior admission

SAVE 50¢

724-863-4577 
info@familyfestivals.com

Welcome to the 
Blairsville Dispatch

By PATRICK CLOONAN
pcloonan@indianagazette.net

SALTSBURG — The deadline is 
approaching for businesses and 
other organizations to be part of 
the Heritage Holiday Committee’s 
annual Light Up Night on Sun-
day, Dec. 4, from 4 to 6:30 p.m. on 
the Canal Park in Saltsburg.

The committee is seeking busi-
nesses and other organizations to 
decorate a tree or sponsor a tree 
for a youth or non-profi t group 
to decorate. Applications to be 
a part of the event must be re-
turned no later than Sunday, Nov. 
20.

The panel said the cost of a 
lighted tree is $40. It said it will 
provide white or colored lights.

Those who want to use another 
color can choose to do so but will 
have to provide the lights them-
selves.

Those needing application 
forms can contact Michelle Jesko 
at (724) 840-0167.

One also can contact the Her-
itage Holiday Committee at 711 
Salt Street, Saltsburg, PA 15681.

Light Up Night also will feature 
visits with Santa and the Grinch, 
free crafts and raffl es for the kids, 
free cookies and hot chocolate, 
music and much, much more.

The highlight of the night will 
be the decorating and lighting of 
approximately 80-plus trees on 
and around the Canal Park.

All decorations and lights may 
be taken down between Jan. 1 
and Jan. 5. Groups decorating 
trees may take the lights if they 
like.

However, anything not re-
moved from Canal Park by Jan. 5 
will be thrown away.

Deadline 
nears for 
Light Up 
entries

By KYLIE JASPER
kjasper@indianagazette.net

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church of 
Blairsville has added some new 
lively plants and fl owers around 
their facility thanks to the con-
sultation of local Master Gar-
dener Larissa Csyani.

Heidi Maxwell, a member of 
St. Peter’s congregation, noticed 
all the overgrown plants and 
ivy and thought it was time for 

a fresh look. She remembered 
seeing an article in the Indiana 
Gazette about Master Gardeners 
in the area.

“I saw Larissa in the paper 
and wondered if she’d be will-
ing to help,” said Maxwell, “and 
so I reached out. She was all for 
it and began coming up with a 
plan.”

Csanyi has always been into 
gardening. She’s been a part of 
the Master Gardener program 

for fi ve years.
“Each county, through the 

Penn State Extension, has a 
Master Gardener course that 
can be taken over a few weeks,” 
she said. “It’s intensive. Each 
week you cover a different sub-
ject. Then you have to pass an 
exam at the end of that course.”

Once achieving the status of 
master gardener, 20 hours of 

Church consults Master 
Gardener for a fresh look

Submitted photo
ST. PETER’S Episcopal Church in Blairsville recently received new plantings as the result of work from an 
area Master Gardener.

Submitted photo
THE HOMER City Area Business Association recently was awarded a $2,500 grant from Pennsylvania Skill 
Charitable Giving for the Hoodlebug Festival. The donation was presented at Ideal Market in Homer City. 
Pictured, from left, are Lori Hebenthal, store manager; Tony Perman; Penny Perman; Dave Mercik, store 
owner; Lynn Wheland, PA Skill representative; Patty Kois and Sherry Renosky.

ASSOCIATION RECEIVES GRANT

By KYLIE JASPER
kjasper@indianagazette.net

The Ten for Them Foundation 
is holding its fourth annual Com-
munity Thanksgiving meal from 
4:30 to 8 p.m. on Friday at the 
Blairsville Community Center. 
Anyone partaking in a meal must 
register online in advance of the 
meal.

Ten for Them is a charity non-
profi t organization existing to 
“bridge the gap between the 
‘comfortable’ segment of society 
and those in need in our commu-
nity,” according to the founda-
tion’s website.

“The ‘ten’ in the name symbol-
izes the ten fi ngers of two hands 
outstretched to serve others,” 
said Dr. J.P. Price, a local pastor 
and leader of the Foundation.

The Community Thanksgiv-
ing Meal began as a program at 
Mercy Hill Church in Blairsville in 
2017. A group of church members 
and volunteers cooked seven 
large turkeys, smoked meat and 
made massive trays of sides, all of 
which served over 225 people. It 
was served restaurant style.

“There was such a high demand 
for something like this in our 
area,” said Price. “1 in 5 people 
are at or below the poverty line in 
Blairsville. There’s always been a 
need, and that’s what the church 
is for: to serve people.”

“Since then, we’ve increased 
and expanded our organization,” 
he continued. Price partnered 
with Roberto Gonzales of Kettle 
Dad BBQ and made the founda-
tion offi cial.

Even during the pandemic of 
2020, Ten for Them was able to 
produce over 200 meals.

“If it weren’t for the generous 
donations we receive,” he said, 
“we wouldn’t be able to do this 
every year. Most of our donors are 

Foundation 
prepares 
for meal

By PATRICK CLOONAN
pcloonan@indianagazette.net

SALTSBURG — Sewage rates 
will rise, but real estate taxes will 
not, in 2023, Saltsburg Borough 
Council is indicating after its 
meeting on Nov. 7.

However, a long-vacant build-
ing at 308 Point St., next door to 
the borough’s municipal build-
ing, is likely going to fall in the 
not-too-distant future.

Councilman Terry Cum-
berledge moved to have Solici-
tor Wayne A. Kablack draw up an 
order to Gen & Eve Properties & 
Remodeling LLC to either fi x the 
decrepit structure or tear it down.

Councilman Abraham Kline 
seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously, 5-0, with 
councilors Michelle Jesko and Jo-
seph Penta absent.

The building has been on the 
borough’s radar since Gen & Eve 
bought it Feb. 26, 2021, from 

Point Street Trust of Philadelphia, 
which in turn had purchased the 
building for back taxes.

David Lee, who is reportedly 
manager of Gen & Eve’s proper-
ties, has been working on a house 
in Indiana. He told the Gazette in 
July that the Point Street building 
was a huge project that would re-
quire his full attention.

Borough offi cials said that Lee 
has never responded to letters re-
garding that building.

Five to nothing also was the 
vote to advertise a $728,360 
borough budget for 2023, with 
$732,745 in anticipated revenue 
and no change in the existing tax 
rate of 1.9 mills.

And it was 5-0 to advertise an 

Council votes on sewage 
rates, vacant building
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