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Gandhi Goes Global

Mallika Sarabhai Enthralls N.Y Audience

Attendees at an event to kickoff “Gandhi Going Global,” to celebrate Mahatma Gandhi
150th birth anniversary at Royal Albert’s Palace in Fords, N.J., April 17. Organized by
the North American Gandhian Society, the three-day event will be held May 24 to 26
at the Raritan Expo Center in Edison, N.J. Co-chairs of the event, Dr Navin Mehta and
Kenny Desai presided over the meeting. Highlights of the May event include exhibits
sent from India by Gandhi Research Foundation, Jalgaon and Aditya Birla.

California Non-Proﬁt Holds a
5K Run to Support Projects in

The Indo-American Arts Council presented an evening of Indian dance on April 17 with Mallika Sarabhai’s “The Colors of
Her Heart,” a dance-theatre-multimedia production at The Ailey Citigroup Theatre in Manhattan, to a full house.
Choreographed and directed by Sarabhai, an accomplished Kuchipudi and Bharatanatyam dancer, with the visual
imagery and story creating skills of Yadavan Chandran, it incorporated the haunting lyrics of British musician Samia
Malik who sang live on stage. Six women told their poignant stories bringing awareness into the issue of gender
inequality and violence. On stage, the performance moved from powerfully spoken monologues sharing true stories of
the travails of women interspersed with group and solo dances in different techniques and formats. In the backdrop, a
projection screen drew attention in parts to the larger than life silhouettes of the dancers and in parts to powerful words
and phrases that women encounter in our society. With the music moving from the fast tempo of rap to soulful ghazals,
the audience was taken on an emotional journey.

Veera Hiranandani
Receives 2018 Malka
Penn Award for
Human Rights in
Children’s Literature
For ‘The Night Diary’
Author and creative writing
professor Veera Hiranandani’s
new book “The Night Diary,”
won the Malka Penn Award
for Human Rights in
Children’s Literature.
Hiranandani, who currently
teaches creative writing
at Sarah Lawrence College’s
Writing Institute, received the
award at the Dodd Research
Center in Storrs, Connecticut,
April 9. According to the
UConn Daily News, the award,
which celebrates human rights
and children’s literature, was
introduced by Glenn Mitoma,
director of the Dodd Research
Center.
According to the UConn
Daily News report,
Hiranandani told the audience

Veera Hiranandani

about her childhood, growing
up in Fairfield County, with
“more identities than could be
held at once.” She was born to
an Indian father and a Jewish
mother of Polish descent. She
told the audience that as a
young child of a minority
group, Hiranandani struggled
to find representation in literature as reassurance of her
existence. The book is based
on some of the experiences
her father had during the
Partition.
“The Night Diary,” has won
the 2019 Newbery Honor
Award as well as the 2019
Walter Dean Myers Honor
Award. Hiranandani is also the
author of “The Whole Story of
Half a Girl,” which was named
a Sydney Taylor Notable Book
and a South Asian Book Award
Finalist, and the chapter book
series, “Phoebe G. Green.”
She earned her MFA in fiction
writing at Sarah Lawrence
College.

Participants at a 5k run/walk organized by Suvidha International Foundation,
a California registered nonprofit, on March 30 in Sacramento, to support its
service projects in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana and to focus attention on
its mission to improve the quality of life and economic wellbeing of the rural
communities. Overseas volunteers for Better India and International Human
Values representatives partnered with Suvidha in organizing the event in
which an estimated 500 children, adults and seniors citizens from different
ethnic backgrounds participated. Suvidha International Foundation aims to
adopt two villages, one each in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh and empower
them in the next five years before expanding its services to additional
villages.The event proceeds would support the service projects in India.
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