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Neaveh Williams — her name back-
wards is “heaven” — wore a pink shirt 
that called her the “sweetest girl in the 
world.”

In the 4-year-old’s hand was a pa-
per telling her what to do if she finds 
a gun, given to her Wednesday by an 
anti-violence activist at Phoenix Place 
Apartments.

As Jack Logan, founder of Green-
ville-based Put Down the Guns Now 
Young People was carrying out what 
he says is God’s command for him to 
keep kids safe, about a mile away, a city 
gym was bursting with enthusiasm.

Those 70 children later dashed 
through the doors of the Morris Chap-
el Baptist Church into a large parking 
lot, where they immediately launched 
into a fierce water balloon fight — all 
smiles and joyful determination.

Last year, on that same asphalt, the 

scene was much different, as commu-
nity members gathered, pleading for 
an end to the violence that took two 
young lives in July 2018, including one 
snuffed out by a bullet just feet from 
the place where those grievers — and 
children — assembled.

Bishop Oliver McCray Jr., who pre-

sides over Morris Chapel, noticed the 
juxtaposition too and says that’s one 
reason why his church’s rapidly grow-
ing summer camp is so needed.

At $20 a week per child, McCray 
said the venture isn’t about creating 
money for the church. He views it as 
an informal ministry.

“It’s partnering with the commu-
nity because these kids don’t come to 
Morris Chapel. These kids are from 
everywhere. And they do structured 
stuff. They do art, they do math, they 
do science,” McCray said.

McCray’s church has witnessed the 
consequences of Greenwood’s plight, 
hosting a May 24 funeral for 24-year-
old Cody Alex Hawkins, who was shot 
the week before.

With elected officials, faith lead-
ers and community activities seeking 
ways to avoid future tragedy, McCray 
said in the days following Hawkins’ 
service, he got a message from God to 
go another direction.

“What I’m trying to do is change 
the narrative. I’m trying to focus on 
the positive instead of the violence, 
the gangs, the negative stuff. I was 
in prayer about this whole situation, 
because I was just really, really bitter 
and angry about how that guy died,” 

Summertime in the danger zone

Neaveh Williams, 4, clutches a 
gun safety coloring sheet given 
to her Wednesday by Jack Logan 
in Greenwood.

PHOTOS BY ADAM BENSON | INDEX-JOURNAL 

J.B. Simmons, a staffer at the Morris Chapel Baptist Church summer pro-
gram, chases campers with a bucket of water Wednesday afternoon.

Life goes on for Greenwood residents despite ongoing gun violence

See ZONE, page 4A

Officers still
investigating
two shootings
in Greenwood

By DAMIAN DOMINGUEZ
ddominguez@indexjournal.com

T
here’s a buzz in the air around 
Uptown — City Manager Julie 
Wilkie said the trucks, trailers 
and tents preparing for this 
weekend’s Festival of Discovery.

Cars slow down to see what the commo-
tion is about, Wilkie said, and as 6 p.m. today 
traffic will be cut off to make room for the 
flood of vendors and competitive cooking 
teams that will make Uptown their home for 
a few days.

“This event goes so fast for us, it feels like 
we were just here running this last week,” 
Wilkie said, watching as some of the cook 
teams set up their stations beside her.

Stretching from lunch Thursday to the 
barbecue competitions Saturday and awards 
ceremony that night, the Festival of Dis-
covery offers Greenwood a taste of all the 
barbecue it can muster, and gives cooks the 

chance to compete in a Kansas City Barbe-
que Society-sanctioned event.

At the Smoke This BBQ truck, cooks Scott 
Jarrett and Steve Finger were setting up the 
metal scaffolding above the truck that holds 
up their signs and menus. The men were 
taking a break and said they were grateful for 
the cloud cover keeping the heat at bay.

Finger said they’ve been coming to the 
Festival of Discovery from Hickory, North 
Carolina for years — it’s one of his favorite 
competitions each year.

“We’ve been coming down since 2007, and 
we’ve been vending since 2009,” he said. “I 
mean, they’ve got a forklift sitting for us right 
over there. We’ve got a big cooker coming in 
that’s going to need something like that to 
move it, and the city is always helpful. Any-

thing you need, you contact Julie or any of 
her people and they’re Johnny-on-the-spot.”

Their focus is on competing, though vend-
ing helps pay for the expenses, Jarrett said. It 
costs about $1,000 in materials to compete, 
and he said they cook for about 15 competi-
tions a year nowadays.

Randall Knight, owner of Nard’s Backyard 
BBQ, said he leaves his competition cooking 
to a team of people that help him. He’s not 
focused on competing — as owner of a full-
time catering business, he’s here for sales.

“I have someone come in and do my 
competition cooking so I can focus on the 
vending,” he said. “We get a lot of interac-
tions with corporate customers.”

Usually, he said it takes all day for him to set 
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A blood trail Tuesday night in the parking 
lot of a Greenwood club served as evidence 
of the shooting that took place there earlier, 
according to a news release from the Green-
wood County Sheriff ’s Office.

At 8:48 p.m. Tuesday, 911 dispatchers took 
a call about multiple gunshots coming from 
the area of H2O Ultra Lounge at 1601 High-
way 72/221 E., the Wednesday morning news 
release said. When deputies arrived on scene 
minutes later, they found a blood trail in the 
parking lot.

Deputies learned a man with a gunshot 
wound had been taken to the emergency 
room of an area hospital. Officers secured the 
scene at the lounge and the crime scene unit 
went to help collect evidence.

Deputies continued investigating through-
out Wednesday, including executing a search 
warrant at an address along East Laurel Av-
enue near Airport Road Wednesday after-
noon, but had no further information to share 
by the end of the day, said Sgt. Jeff Graham.

Officers are still working leads and trying 
to identify a suspect. Graham said Wednes-
day he didn’t have any information on the in-
jured man’s condition.

Another shooting Tuesday night left no 
one injured, but did leave a vehicle damaged, 
according to police. A report said officers 
went at about 9:30 p.m. to an Oakhill Street 
residence and spoke with a man sitting on his 
front porch.

The man told officers he saw a white vehi-
cle drive down Oakhill Street and turn onto 
Crawford, and as it approached the curve at 
Holmes Street the man saw several muzzle 
flashes coming from the vehicle. He didn’t 
know what the people in the vehicle were 
shooting at, but told police it seemed to turn 
onto Williams Avenue traveling toward Pearl 
Street.

The report said police noted the H2O 
lounge shooting was gang-related, and offi-
cers asked the Ninety Six Police Department 
to monitor Little Mountain Road, as it is a 
known location for a rival gang. Ninety Six 
police found a white vehicle, but the people in 
it ran, leaving behind a firearm that matched 
shell casings found at Oakhill Street.

By end of day Tuesday, no arrests had been 
made in the Oakhill Street shooting investi-
gation, either.

’Cue teams roll into Greenwood, 
prepping for Festival of Discovery
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Scott Jarrett, left, and Steve Finger of Smoke This BBQ from Hickory, North Carolina were setting up their trailer Wednesday morning, 
preparing for the rush of cooking for the S.C. Festival of Discovery.

S.C. Festival of Discovery schedule
For an at-a-glance schedule or a full schedule of events at the S.C. Festival of Discovery, visit 
the festival’s webpage at uptowngreenwood.com/events/sc-festival-of-discovery

See TEAMS, page 4A


