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Cases statewide:  93 new,  6,841 total

Greenwood - 57

Abbeville - 33

Saluda - 70

Laurens - 42

McCormick - 7

Deaths in the Lakelands
Greenwood - 0

Abbeville - 0

Saluda - 0

Laurens - 2

McCormick - 1

Cases in the Lakelands

COVID-19 in SC

Deaths statewide: 13 new, 296 total

By DAMIAN DOMINGUEZ
ddominguez@indexjournal.com

Chad Cox’s years battling drug dealers and 
manufacturers in Greenwood County are 
what he says puts him above the competition 
in the bid to be Greenwood’s next sheriff.

His career with the Greenwood County 
Sheriff ’s Office began in 1999, when he left 
serving in the county fire service to work in 
the detention center under then-Sheriff Sam 
Riley.

Now, he’s running as a Republican on 
the primary ballot June 9 
against incumbent Sheriff 
Dennis Kelly and fellow for-
mer Greenwood deputies 
John Long and Matt Emery. 
Former Sheriff Tony Davis 
is running unopposed in 
the primary as a Democrat.

Throughout his time at 
the Greenwood County 

Sheriff ’s Office, Cox moved up the ranks, 
working from the jail to becoming a road 
deputy, eventually becoming a sergeant over 
day-to-day operations, working in family 
court and warrant service and in criminal 
investigations. In 2009, then-sheriff Davis 
asked Cox to join the joint city-county Drug 
Enforcement Unit, which he eventually led 
as commander.

“The current administration wanted to 
go in a different direction, so that’s when he 
asked me to move into the detention center 
as an investigator,” Cox said.

After a decade in the DEU, he was tasked 
with investigating contraband cases and in-
mate issues at the jail. It was from this posi-
tion that Cox resigned to pursue a campaign 
for sheriff. He’s working part time now for 
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W ith the wind 
kicking up in the 
early evening 
hours, the band 
played on in 

Uptown Greenwood.
“Wonderful atmosphere,” 

Jeremy Davis said. “Great 
just to get out of the house.”

Howard’s on Main hosted 
a Cinco de Mayo party on 
the front sidewalk on Tues-
day evening. Howard Cor-
ley, owner of Howard’s on 
Main, served tacos, chips 
and salsa and cold beer.

The party was complete 
with outdoor music provid-
ed by local band, O’Doyle 
Rulz.

“I’m so excited to be out 
of the house,” Kristen Mc-
Clendon said. McClendon, 

who is the mother of the 
lead singer Freddie Mc-
Clendon, was glad to enjoy 
the way things used to be.

At the start of the par-
ty, the band was working 
through some technical 
issues. Greenwood Mayor 
Brandon Smith, whose 
three sons are also in the 
band, could be seen assist-
ing the band with technical 
issues

However, plenty of people 
continued to drive up and 
enjoy the outside party. 
Some even brought folding 
chairs to set up and listen to 
the music.

“It’s great getting back 
out,” said Wesley Kelly, who 
works at Lander. “Tired 
of being couped up in the 
house.”

Residents feel festive
during virus outbreak
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O’Doyle Rulz plays on a stage above Howard’s on Main for customers of Howard’s during the Cinco de Mayo party.

Customers enjoy the music and atmosphere of the Cinco de 
Mayo party at Howard’s on Main.

Customers sit at high top tables outside of Howard’s on Main 
during the Cinco de Mayo party.

Uptown celebrates 
Cinco de Mayo
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Eighty-six current members and two 
former members of the state Legislature 
have filed a brief in the U.S. Supreme 
Court case of Baker v Edwards in an effort 
to thwart abortion funding.

The case, on appeal from the 4th Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, originated from 

Gov. Henry McMaster’s 
order preventing abortion 
clinics from receiving tax-
payer money. McMaster 
deemed businesses such 
as Planned Parenthood 
unqualified to receive 
Medicaid funding.

“We have seen federal 
district courts being in-

volved in political decisions because they 
are exercising judicial activism,” said Rep. 
John McCravy, R-Greenwood. “We have 
seen a lot of federal district courts over-
turned in the Supreme Court.”

McCravy, who is the leader of the S.C. 
Legislative Family Caucus, joined in sign-
ing this brief hoping that the Supreme 
Court will overturn the lower court’s de-
cision.

“Hopefully, this case will be another ex-
ample of that.”

The brief highlights the issue of a state’s 
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Greenwood County Council 
voted unanimously on Tuesday to 
accept a bid for the construction of 
a combined EMS and fire station 
on the site of the Wilbanks Sports 
Complex. This is the site of the for-
mer civic center.

The bid was awarded to Green-
way Construction, a Greenwood 
company, to build the facility and 
to cover it with a standing seam 
metal roof. Greenway had the low-
est bid on the construction with 
the metal roof while W.T. Murphy 
Construction from West Columbia 
had the lowest bid on an asphalt 
shingle roof.

The cost, estimated at $1 million, 
will be paid from multiple funds:

• $150,000 from the EMS con-
struction fund

• $425,000 from the Special Ap-
propriations Fund

• $425,000 from the Fire Opera-
tions Fund

Other votes taken
• Approval of 2020-2021 CTC road 

paving list: 7-0
• Review of accommodations and 

hospitality tax awards designating 
deputy treasurer to monitor: 7-0

• Appointed Bernard Watson, John 
S. Anderson and Randolph Barnes to 
Special Tax District Commissions: 7-0

• Reappointed members of Airport 
Advisory Group: 7-0

$1M for new EMS/fire station
County council OKs bid to build on former civic center site
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