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A Greenwood-based ministerial 
organization is asking for a summer 
cease-fire, hoping the agreement will 
give spiritual leaders time to intercede 
before another trigger is pulled.

“Ultimately, our prayer is that we can 

figure out the root of the problem, and 
there is a problem in Greenwood,” said 
Mt. Olive Baptist Church Rev. Adrian 
Wideman, president of the Pastors and 
Ministers Fellowship of Greenwood 
and Vicinity. “Everybody is searching 
for the answers, but we haven’t found it 
yet, and the only way to do that is to pull 
back the layers through communication 

and dialogue with those who are truly 
on the streets.”

The organization has developed a 
three-pronged approach they hope will 
reach its goal of easing tensions and 
avoiding yet more bloodshed:

• Setting up a private meeting be-
tween clergy, community members and 
law enforcement to glean information 

about pending homicides or upcoming 

shootings, without fear of arrest or re-

prisal.

• A “spiritual summit” focusing on 

single parents, poverty-stricken neigh-

borhoods and other challenge areas that 

can foster lawlessness.

Pastors call for 90-day cease-fire
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Bald is beautiful, especially for a good cause, 1B
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A
mber Cook began to 
worry after her father, 
Matthew, didn’t return 
her Twitter messages 
or texts during the 

past two days. She had a lot to talk 
about, with a wedding planned 
in July.

But on Tuesday, Cook’s appre-
hension melted into pure joy after 
Matthew surprised her and four 
of his other children at Chick-
fil-A in Greenwood, revealing 
himself to be the man inside the 
cow costume to hugs and cries of 

happiness from his family.
Cook, 40, has been in Kuwait 

since January. A staff sergeant 
attached to the U.S. Army Central 
Noncommissioned Officers Acad-
emy, he’s on leave through Father’s 
Day before returning stateside in 
November.

He wanted to make the most of 
every moment he can spend with 
his children, and catching them 
off guard at one of their favorite 
restaurants was a great start, he 
said.

The Greenwood native joined 
the U.S. Marine Corps in 1996, 

Army dad surprises kids at Greenwood eatery 

Matthew Cook, center, a U.S. Army staff sergeant, returned home 
to Greenwood from Kuwait for a week’s leave. He surprised his 
family Tuesday at Chick-fil-A in Greenwood.
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Dressed as the Chick-fil-A cow mascot, U.S. Army Staff Sgt. 
Matthew Cook poses with his children on Tuesday before reveal-
ing himself during a surprise reunion.
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Nehemiah Cook, center, reacts as his father, Matthew, emerges from a Chick-fil-A cow suit Tuesday during a surprise reunion.

Just another family photo
with the Chick-fil-A mascot?

WRONG!

From Kuwait to the cow
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Troy’s firefighters paid homage 
Tuesday to their founding chief, Syd-
ney Russell, by dedicating their newest 
tanker truck to the man who served 36 
years as the department’s head.

The new, 3,000-gallon tanker was on 
display at an open house celebration 
Tuesday. The side features an updat-
ed painting of the Looney Tunes Tas-
manian Devil whirling around while 
carrying buckets of water, something 
that was iconic of the original truck, 

Troy VFD 
dedicates 
new truck to 
former chief
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Sara Russell, widow of the late Troy 
Fire Department Chief Sydney Russell, 
said Tuesday’s dedication of the depart-
ment’s newest truck to her husband 
meant more to her than she could say.

See PASTORS, page 9A

See SURPRISE, page 9A

See TRUCK, page 9A
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ABBEVILLE — First there was a 
runoff. Now, there will be a recount.

According to unofficial tallies, Lou-
ise Aikens edged Bartavia Hill in a spe-
cial election to fill the City Council seat 
vacated when Hill’s father, Gus Wilson, 
died earlier this year.

But the race was so close — Aikens 
won by a single vote — that Abbev-
ille County’s Voter Registrations and 
Elections Board will have to conduct a 
recount before the vote is certified on 
Friday.

“There’s a 99.9% chance it’s not gon-
na change, but by law we’re gonna do 

Abbeville 
election 
heads to 
a recount

See RECOUNT, page 1A


