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Then living in Houston, Brock and Liz 
Scott eagerly anticipated the birth of their 
first child, Bryce.

They received devastating news: Scans 
revealed the fetus had an enlarged kidney and 
there was very little to no amniotic fluid in 
Liz’s uterus to protect the fetus.

Causes of what was said to be multicystic 
kidney disease were not known, and the lack 
of amniotic fluid meant Bryce’s lungs would 
be underdeveloped and he was not expected 
to survive. When Bryce was born, he did not 
survive the kidney condition.

Meanwhile, Brock and Liz — who moved 
to Greenwood about a year ago — incurred 

what they described as “mountains of un-
needed medical expenses.”

Brock said some of that was the result of 
misinformation about Liz’s benefits through 
her former employer’s health insurance plan 
and coordination with a health insurance 
company.

Between resigning from a teaching po-
sition with her former school district and 
accepting an administrative position in edu-
cation with a different school district, health 
insurance benefits hit snags.

Helping others navigate insurance 
“My wife and I made it a mission to never 

let that happen to anyone,” said Brock, 37. 

Baby’s death prompts couple to start
insurance brokerage to help others
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ABOVE: Couple’s own insurance woes inspired family in Greenwood to help others navigate 
health insurance and Medicare options. From left is Brock Scott; his infant son, Jayden; his 
wife, Liz Scott; and Brock’s father and Liz’s father-in-law, Don Scott. LEFT: Parents Brock 
and Liz Scott of Greenwood say the birth and death of their first son, Bryce, galvanized their 
Christian faith and their resolve to help others.
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Brock Scott and Liz Araiza met in 
March 2019 while living and working 
in Houston, Texas.

They married Dec. 27 that year, and 
by the summer of 2020, the Scotts were 
expecting their first child.

At about the 19th week of that preg-
nancy, the couple learned the baby had 
a kidney condition it would not sur-
vive, multicystic kidney disease.

The couple moved to Greenwood 
about a year ago, following the roller 

Couple’s journey
 with loss, faith
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After years under state scrutiny, Greenwood 
County First Steps has officially cleared the 
state’s required steps to regain access to grant 
funding.

In a letter sent Wednesday, South Carolina 
First Steps Chief Partnership Officer Derek 
Cromwell wrote that GCFS diligently worked 
to meet requirements set forth in a May 2022 
corrective action plan. The local partnership is 
no longer on corrective action status, meaning 
it’s eligible again for all grants offered by the 
state agency after years of being excluded from 

these funds.
“We’re ecstatic about that,” said Santasha 

Highley, GCFS executive di-
rector. “Now we’re getting 
ready to apply for additional 
grants and funds to continue 
expanding services.”

Highley said the news of 
Greenwood’s eligibility for 
funds was followed shortly 
by an announcement they’ve 
been awarded a $90,000 grant 

to expand services. The state First Steps agen-
cy approved the grant to help start a program 
to educate teen parents. Now, the agency is 

looking to apply for additional funds, while 
they work to complete a needs and resources 
assessment of the community.

“After that, we’ll be doing our strategic plan 
for the next three years,” Highley said.

S.C. First Steps is a statewide school readi-
ness program for families, providing compet-
itive grants for nonprofit partnerships in each 
county that provide local parenting and child 
care programs. GCFS lost its state funding fol-
lowing a 2019 audit that raised concerns about 
a conflict of interest between the partnership 
and a nonprofit founded by its then-executive 

Greenwood First Steps eligible for funds
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