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Casesstatewide: 701 new, 130,917 total

Greenwood - 2,054

Abbeville - 489

Saluda - 644

Laurens - 1,559

McCormick - 185

DeathsintheLakelands
Greenwood - 60

Abbeville - 10

Saluda - 18

Laurens - 52

McCormick - 4

CasesintheLakelands

COVID-19 in SC

Deathsstatewide:22 new, 2,253 total

COMING THURSDAY
Chris Liner and Tad DuBose 
take over football programs  

at Greenwood and  
Emerald

ByDAMIANDOMINGUEZ
ddominguez@indexjournal.com

Suicide prevention is a matter close to 
Krissi Raine’s heart, so she’s passionate 
about helping raise awareness about men-
tal health services and the signs of crisis 
during September, which is Suicide Pre-
vention Awareness month.

“I had a friend who took her life four 
years ago, and I’ve seen the need for peo-
ple who want counseling, but they don’t 
always have financial assistance,” Raines 
said.

As program director for a federal grant 
at Westview Behavioral Health Services 
in Newberry, Raines works across nine 
counties organizing community events 
and training programs to teach people 
the signs of declining mental health and 
impending crisis. She started the Carolina 

Project in May 2019 as an initiative to pro-
vide mental health first aid kits and works 

as a counselor through her 
Abbeville-based company, 
Bow and Arrow Coach-
ing.

“The way we help peo-
ple when they’re suicidal 
is not when they’re suicid-
al, it’s way before the crisis 
occurs,” she said.

During suicide preven-
tion awareness month, 

Raines said she’s designed and is selling 
a T-shirt to raise money for the Caroline 
Project and to fund a variety of education-
al resources. Through a grant, she said she 
teaches a mental health first aid class that 
goes over the signs and symptoms of a per-
son experiencing crisis and how to help 
when someone is having suicidal thoughts.

A sudden change in behavior, such as an 
increase in alcohol or drug use, or a per-
son isolating themselves, giving their be-
longings away or being agitated easily can 
all be signs that something is amiss. Often 
the reaction to these behaviors is to step 
back and give the person space or avoid 
interacting with them, but Raines said this 
might be when that person needs interven-
tion most.

“One of the things I’ve learned is when 
you see a lot of suicides in a community, it’s 
often a reflection of a sickness in the com-
munity and not sickness of the individual,” 
she said.

At last week’s Abbeville City Council 
meeting, Mayor Santana Delano Freeman 
presented Raines a proclamation recogniz-
ing September as Suicide Awareness and 

Month brings mental health to forefront
Abbeville 

Mayor Santana 
Delano  

Freeman  
presented a 

proclamation 
Sept. 8 to 
counselor 

Krissi Raines 
recognizing 
September 
as Suicide 
Awareness 

and Prevention 
Month.
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COLUMBIA — The South Carolina 
Senate passed changes Tuesday to the state 
budget that would provide a small raise to 
most teachers and a hazard pay bonus for 
some lower-paid state workers.

Now attention turns to the House, where 
leaders may prefer not to change the $9 
billion budget at all with worries that 
COVID-19 could continue to hobble the 
economy and cut state revenues.

Lawmakers have already agreed to keep 
spending levels for the budget year that 
started in July at the same levels as the year 
before.

The Senate also approved how it thinks 
South Carolina should spend the remain-
ing $668 million in federal money for 

COVID-19 expenses, including setting 
aside $425 million toward repaying the 
fund that doles out unemployment bene-

fits. The state has al-
ready set aside $500 
million in federal 
money to replenish 
that fund.

Six months ago, 
before the pandemic 
started, economists 
thought the state 
would have an extra 
$800 million collect-
ed in fees and taxes to 

spend in the 2020-2021 budget. With tax 
revenues and fees plunging, that number 
has been revised to just over $80 million.

Lawmakers do have about $775 million 

saved from the past two budget cycles, and 
the Senate bill passed Tuesday during a 
special session does set aside $500 million 
to try to prevent cuts if revenues fall fur-
ther.

The bill sets aside $50 million for ed-
ucation, most of it going to teachers in 
what are called “step increases” — annual 
raises of several hundred dollars given to 
most teachers based on how many years 
they have worked. Those raises were fro-
zen for this budget year in the spring as 
COVID-19 spread. If approved, teachers 
will get the extra money set retroactively 
to July 1.

The bill also gives $1,000 hazard pay 
bonuses to around 12,000 state employees, 

SC Senate OKs teacher raises, hazard pay

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The South Carolina House of Representatives, led by House 
Speaker Jay Lucas, gavels in the start of a two-weeklong spe-
cial session Tuesday in Columbia. 

Entries are being 
accepted for  
family-friendly  

scarecrow contests 
in Uptown Greenwood 

and Ninety Six. The 
contests in 2019 were 

hugely successful.
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ByJAMESHICKS
jhicks@indexjournal.com

Help is coming for small busi-
nesses in Greenwood County.

Greenwood County Council 
voted unanimously on Tuesday 
to allocate $85,000 for one-time 

grants of up to 
$1,500 for small 
businesses with 
$10,000 of that 
sum designated 
for marketing 
and administra-
tive costs.

Only a busi-
ness with 10 or 
fewer employees 

and annual revenue of less than 
$1 million can qualify.

“Governments have had to do 
things we have not seen in our 
lifetime,” George McKinney, the 
county’s emergency management 
coordinator, said in advocating 
for this program.

A committee comprised of 
government personnel and busi-
ness leaders will assess the appli-
cations of small businesses.

“We want to make sure this is 
a Greenwood County program,” 
David Dougherty, interim CEO 
of Greenwood SC Chamber of 
Commerce, said.

Scarecrows returning  
to Greenwood, Ninety Six
ByST.CLAIREDONAGHY
sdonaghy@indexjournal.com

Get those thoughts busy hatchin’. Think old 
clothes stuffed with hay.

That’s right. Even a global pandemic isn’t stop-
ping Greenwood and Ninety Six from getting into 
the autumnal spirit with scarecrow contests.

Registration ends Sept. 18 for Uptown Green-
wood’s Scarecrow Contest. Visit uptowngreenwood.
com/events/uptown-scarecrows for details and 
rules.

Greenwood scarecrows are to be affixed to light 
poles Uptown, with installations from Sept. 27 
through Sept. 30.

Voting for your favorites will take place online, 
Oct. 1-31. Watch for a voting link on the Uptown 
Greenwood website and Facebook page. Winners 
will be announced Nov. 2.

No sign-up is needed for the Town of Ninety Six 
Scarecrow Contest. Scarecrows must be installed 
between Sept. 26 and Oct. 3. See details on the 
Town of Ninety Six Facebook page.

Ninety Six scarecrows will line Main Street and 
the walking trail. Judging takes place Oct. 24.

Terror 
in Town
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A bill that would 
allow all voters to 
cast absentee  
ballots because 
of the outbreak is 
headed to Gov. 
Henry McMaster.  
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See MONTH, page 4A
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County  
allots $85K 
for grants 
to small 
businesses


