
C
2
-1
9
1
6
2
0

METAL

RECYCLING

M-F 8am – 5pm Sat. 8am – 3pm

1907 BYPASS 25 SE

PULL-A-PART &

AUTO SALVAGE

M-Sat. 8am – 5pm

225 WINGERT RD

864-223-8900 864-223-8900

2 SECTIONS, 20 PAGES FRIDAY, JANUARY 14, 2022 DAILY $1, WEDNESDAY | WEEKENDER $2

VOL. 103, NO. 302 

indexjournal.com

• BUSINESS 10A

• CLASSIFIEDS 5B-8B

• COMICS  4B

• DAYBREAK 2A

• MARKETS 3B

• OBITUARIES 4A

• SPORTS 1B-2B

• TV LISTING 6A

• VIEWPOINTS 8A

INSIDE TODAY

facebook.com/indexjournal

twitter.com/ijindexjournal

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL

‘Things got a little hairy’
Ninth-grade academy committee recommends dissolving

By DAMIAN DOMINGUEZ
ddominguez@indexjournal.com

Local blood providers are drained.
Blood supplies are dwindling, and 

suppliers say if this drought of dona-

tions continues it could affect hospi-
tals’ supply of life-giving blood.

The American Red Cross has called 
this its worst blood shortage in more 
than a decade. In recent weeks, the 
nonprofit has had less than a one-

day supply of critical blood types and 
had to limit distributions to hospitals. 
As much as one-quarter of hospital 
blood needs are not being met.

“We’ve been running below our 
needs for about two years now,” said 

Mandy McWherter, Red Cross Pal-
metto Region communications 
director. “We’ve had a lot of blood 
drives being canceled at schools and 

Blood providers warn of ‘critical need’ for donations
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Lisa Roach donated blood Thursday afternoon at The Blood Connection. Roach said she and her husband donate multiple times a year out of 
a desire to do their part in helping people in need of blood for various medical reasons.

Running Running 
on emptyon empty

By MARK SHERMAN 
and JESSICA GRESKO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court has stopped a major push by the 
Biden administration to boost the na-
tion’s COVID-19 vaccination rate, a re-
quirement that employees at large busi-
nesses get a vaccine or test regularly and 
wear a mask on the job.

At the same time, the court is allowing 
the administration to 
proceed with a vac-
cine mandate for most 
health care workers in 
the U.S. The court’s 
orders Thursday 
came during a spike 
in coronavirus cases 
caused by the omi-
cron variant.

The court’s conser-
vative majority concluded the adminis-
tration overstepped its authority by seek-
ing to impose the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration’s vaccine-or-
test rule on U.S. businesses with at least 
100 employees. More than 80 million 
people would have been affected and 
OSHA had estimated that the rule would 
save 6,500 lives and prevent 250,000 hos-
pitalizations over six months.

“OSHA has never before imposed 
such a mandate. Nor has Congress. In-
deed, although Congress has enacted 
significant legislation addressing the 
COVID–19 pandemic, it has declined 
to enact any measure similar to what 
OSHA has promulgated here,” the con-
servatives wrote in an unsigned opinion.

In dissent, the court’s three liberals ar-
gued that it was the court that was over-
reaching by substituting its judgment for 
that of health experts. “Acting outside of 
its competence and without legal basis, 
the Court displaces the judgments of the 
Government officials given the respon-
sibility to respond to workplace health 
emergencies,” Justices Stephen Brey-
er, Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor 
wrote in a joint dissent.

President Joe Biden said he was “dis-
appointed that the Supreme Court has 
chosen to block common-sense life-sav-
ing requirements for employees at large 
businesses that were grounded square-
ly in both science and the law.”

High Court 
halts COVID 
vaccine rule 
for businesses

More 

on the virus

Area schools 
faced virtual 
learning. 3A
Teachers 
across US 
have empty 
classes. 5A

By LINDSEY HODGES
lhodges@indexjournal.com

Greenwood County School District 
50’s ninth-grade academy committee, 
comprised of four board members, 
could soon meet its end, with com-
mittee members calling it ineffective 
and polarizing and saying it should be 
“put to bed.”

Committee chairperson David 
Trent said he will recommend to the 

full board of trustees that the commit-
tee be dissolved.

The committee met Thursday eve-
ning with an agenda set to discuss 
data, which it did, before coming to a 
final question, posed by Trent: What 
are the next steps for the committee?

The committee started well, he said. 
“As a board, we felt like this was a vul-
nerable population for a long time 
and that’s really what our intent was.”

“I think some things got a little 

hairy, a little off course a little bit, but 
I think at this point 
— at least from my 
perspective — we 
need to move on and 
maybe just have this 
committee phase out 
at this point,” Trent 
said.

Committee mem-
ber Danielle Fields 

responded, saying: “I would certainly 

say at this time I don’t think our com-
mittee is effective any longer, so yes.”

The committee was tasked with 
studying the need for a ninth-grade 
academy in the district.

After the suggestion in February 
2021 by board member Clay Sprouse, 
reported in an Index-Journal article, 
that the district could send all the 
district’s ninth-graders to Emerald 
High and the rest of the high school 
grades to Greenwood High, public 

perception and rumor dominated.
Emerald teachers especially — 

joined by parents and community 
members — stood up in defense of 
the school, emailing board members 
and speaking at board meetings. A 
smaller environment at Emerald, 
more extracurricular and academic 
options for students by having two 
schools and even rival gang activity DAVID

TRENT

See DISSOLVING, page 4A
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Sports: Tourney proves you’re never to young to wrestle, 1B


