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Retired West Side Baptist 
Church pastor Hal Lane re-
ceived the Order of the Palmet-
to on Sunday.

“Pastors deserve our thanks,” 
said state Rep. John McCra-
vy, who presented the award. 
“They are there at the worst 
times for us.”

McCravy described Lane as 
“a pastor of pastors.”

Lane, who was the pastor at 
West Side for 29 years, spent 
more than 40 years in the min-
istry.

“He led this church for 29 
years,” McCravy said. “Brought 
it to a better location.”

Lane was vice president of 

the South Carolina Baptist 
Convention from 1999-2000 
before serving as president of 
the association from 2003-2004. 
He served on the board for the 
Greenwood Crisis Pregnancy 
Center, now known as Cross-
roads Pregnancy Center, and 
served as president of the Ab-
beville Baptist Association, now 
known as the Lakelands Baptist 
Association.

“You’ve lived a long time, ev-
erything has changed names,” 
McCravy said jokingly.

Lane graduated with a bache-
lor’s degree in English from the 
University of South Carolina in 
1974 and a Master of Theology 
from Dallas Theological Semi-
nary in 1978.

“I’m honored today to pres-

ent this award on behalf of the 
governor to Rev. Hal Lane,” Mc-
Cravy said.

The attendees of the award 
presentation gave a standing 
ovation to Lane.

West Side Baptist Church’s 
lead pastor, Kyle Richter, said he 
talked to McCravy about hon-
oring Lane over a round of golf 

last year. Richter said he went 
back to his office and wrote a 
letter to Gov. Henry McMaster.

“Kyle and I and some others 
recommend him for the Order 
of the Palmetto,” McCravy said.

The Order of the Palmetto is 
the highest civilian award for 
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Cases statewide: 2,759 new, 163,143 total

Greenwood - 2,413

Abbeville - 662

Saluda - 693

Laurens - 1,857

McCormick - 254

Deaths in the Lakelands
Greenwood - 68

Abbeville - 12

Saluda - 20

Laurens - 59

McCormick - 6

Cases in the Lakelands

COVID-19 in SC

Deaths statewide: 41 new, 3,567 total
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Vice Chairman Chuck Moates 
is the only member of Green-
wood County Council who has 
opposition on the ballot.

The District 4 Republican is 
facing petition candidate Kay Self.

“I am running because the 
council has embarked on a num-
ber of major capital projects,” 
Moates said.

Moates, 76, said one project 
that he wants to see started and 
completed is the development of 
the former Civic Center into a 
state-of-the-art athletic complex.

“I think that is going to be a 
significant improvement to the 
parks and recreational oppor-
tunities in Greenwood County,” 
Moates said. “I want to see that 
project completed.”

Self, 52, said her creativity, pas-
sion for collaboration and experi-
ence in economic and commu-

nity development are assets she 
would bring to council.

“I feel like I can bring a new 
fresh perspective to county coun-
cil,” Self said.

She said it was an honor to 
have friends and family members 
in the district urge her to run for 
public office.

“I do feel that I can make a 
difference,” Self said. “I want the 
opportunity to be the change for 
Greenwood.”

Self has called Greenwood 
home for more than 22 years. 
She is the executive director of 
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The race for Abbeville mayor is one of the busiest 
races in the area, with Mayor Santana Delano Freeman 
facing three challengers: Trey Edwards, Joshua Baugh-
man and Eric Delgado.

Freeman touts his 20 years of public service as an 
asset for the city.

Freeman said his focus during his first term as may-
or was stability. The council lost half 
its members. Now, the city has all its 
positions filled, including a city man-
ager.

During his tenure, he said the city 
has improved infrastructure through 
work on the water and sewer lines and 
improving customer service. Water 
projects include Mills Street, which 
is under construction, and McGowan 
Street, which is in the planning stage, 
he said. Work also is being done on the 
sewer plant. The city won’t stop on the 
water system work until everyone has 
new water lines.

He said one of the city’s accomplish-
ments is establishing an economic 
development position devoted to cre-
ating opportunities in the city. The 
police department is fully staffed and 
the fire department has reached a 
good ISO rating, which is resulting in 
lower homeowner insurance rates for 
residents. A first responder program 
is in place which will let the fire de-
partment respond to all 911 calls.

Plans during a second term include 
improving communication with the 
city through a “town hall” schedule 
of meetings. The goal is to counter 
people getting information through 
secondhand sources or by assump-
tion, he said. People will be able to ask 
questions and get answers.

One of his goals is increasing the 
quality of life.

“I want Abbeville to be a place mil-
lennials will want to come back to. To 
attract young people, Abbeville has to 
be a special place,” Freeman said.

An example is the renovation of the Opera House, 
he said, adding that he hopes the city can diversify en-
tertainment while holding onto shows featured in the 
past.

“We had more going on with projects in the last 3½ 
years than in than last decade, with $5.4 million in 
grant funding,” Freeman said.

Progress is a result of city’s leadership as a whole, he 
said. It’s been a team effort.

“Our decisions affect over 5,000 citizens every day ... 
so we have to make good ones,” Freeman said.

He said he considers himself “a professional at all 
times.”

“Voters will get a 20-year incumbent and someone 
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‘Pastor of pastors’
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West Side Baptist Church lead pastor Kyle Richter, left, and state Rep. John McCravy, center, spoke about the accomplishments 
of retired pastor Hal Lane.

Retired West Side Baptist Church pastor Hal Lane listens to 
Rep. John McCravy talk about the Order of the Palmetto while 
Lane’s wife, Eileen, records with her phone.

See LANE, page 5A


