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Cases statewide:  207 new, 10,416 total

Greenwood - 103

Abbeville - 35

Saluda - 137

Laurens - 60

McCormick - 8

Deaths in the Lakelands
Greenwood - 1

Abbeville - 0

Saluda - 0

Laurens - 3

McCormick - 1

Cases in the Lakelands

COVID-19 in SC

Deaths statewide: 20 new, 466 total

SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE SECTION
Area high school graduates

recognized for accomplishments

Coming Sunday

From staff reports

The teen girl who was reported miss-
ing Monday in Greenwood was found 
safe in Florida by Wednesday night, ac-
cording to officials.

The 14-year-old was found at about 
9:40 p.m. Wednesday, and Greenwood 
County Sheriff Dennis Kelly said she was 
found safe with family in Florida. He said 
officers weren’t sure at about 10:20 p.m. 
how she got there, but were working to 
find out the finer details.

Kelly said officers never had any evi-
dence to suggest there was foul play in-
volved or that the girl was put in harm’s 

way.
The girl had last been seen Monday 

night at a Fenwick Court residence in 
the Cobblestone West neighborhood. On 
Wednesday, Greenwood County deputies 
and city police gathered at nearby Lakev-
iew Elementary School to search the sur-
rounding area. Officers in patrol vehicles 
drove through the streets of nearby neigh-
borhoods, while the Greenwood County 
Bloodhound Tracking Team was brought 
out to help aid in a search.

In addition to bloodhounds and offi-
cers, Sgt. Jeff Graham with the sheriff ’s of-
fice said police used a drone to search the 
area from overhead and said there were 

plans to have officers searching from a he-
licopter soon if the teen wasn’t found.

Several agencies and groups are helped 
with the search, Graham said, including the 
FBI, Foothills K9, the state Department of 
Natural Resources, Greenwood EMS and 
Greenwood County Fire Service. Officers 
worked through the night, handing out fly-
ers and speaking with people across swathes 
of Greenwood. Graham said officers hand-
ed out nearly 1,000 flyers Wednesday.

FBI agents were questioning residents 
in the nearby Cobblestone West neighbor-
hood, according to Greg Deal, who lives 

Greenwood teen found safe in Fla.
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Officers and officials were grouped up Wednesday as part of 
a search for a missing teen who was last seen at a residence 
on Fenwick Court.

Girl was missing from Monday until Wednesday night

By JONATHAN LIMEHOUSE
jlimehouse@indexjournal.com

S
eniors at Ninety 
High School have 
their graduation 
ceremony sched-
uled for 7 p.m. 

today in the high school’s gym-
nasium, but the town wanted to 
celebrate them before diplomas 
were issued.

Cars and golf carts decorated 
with maroon and gold-colored 
balloons, posters and ribbons 
rode around the Town of Nine-
ty Six to commemorate the high 
school’s class of 2020 Wednes-
day evening.

Traditionally, the senior 
parade would have been during 
the academic year but the 
COVID-19 pandemic prevent-
ed it from happening. Every 
year, seniors dress up in their 
caps and gowns and parade 
through the hallways of Ninety 
Six Primary, Elementary and 
Middle schools. The drum line 

typically leads the parade.
“It’s a special thing to see be-

cause a lot of our seniors started 
at the primary school and they 
have attended all three of those 
schools,” said Darin Rice, prin-
cipal at Ninety Six High School. 
“It’s kind of a way to commem-
orate their 12 years of school, 

and also show those elementary 
and middle school kids that 
there is a little bit of light at the 
end of that tunnel.”

Rice said the parade also 
gives seniors a chance to go 
down memory lane and see 
their teachers who taught them 
in the past. He noted how some 

teachers have been around for 
a long time, so the parade gives 
them a way to see their students 
as well.

“There’s usually some tears 
and some hugs and stuff like 
that,” he said. “Since we couldn’t 

Ninety Six honors soon-to-be graduates with a parade
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The Ninety Six Police Department allowed golf carts to take part in the Ninety Six High School’s parade Wednesday. Officers es-
corted students through the streets, and the school’s resource officer led the parade.
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Families waited outside their houses Wednesday evening to cheer on Ninety Six High School’s 
class of 2020 as they drove past Ninety Six Primary School.

‘A special thing’
CELEBRATING THE CLASS OF 2020

See SPECIAL, page 4A

See SAFE, page 4A

By JAMES HICKS
jhicks@indexjournal.com

Only eight days after Greenwood County Coun-
cil voted to end its membership and its contribu-
tion of $300,000 to the Greenwood Partnership 
Alliance, GPA’s board of directors met Wednesday 
to discuss that decision.

Following an invocation at the start of the 4 p.m. 
meeting, Treasurer Thornwell Dunlap III moved to 
enter into executive session, which was seconded 
by Frank Wideman. A unanimous voice vote was 
taken.

Two-and-a-half hours later, and with no initial 
reason given for the closed-door 
meeting, the board disbanded 
with no action taken.

When the vote was taken to en-
ter into executive session, no rea-
son was given, which is required 
under the state’s Freedom of Infor-
mation Act. When Stockman was 
pressed for a reason at the time of 
the vote, he referred to the gener-
ic language listed on the agenda. 

When asked for more specifics, he declined to give 
any.

Section 30-4-70 of the South Carolina Code of 
Laws provides clear instructions on how a public 
body may enter a closed meeting, commonly re-
ferred to as executive session. This section provides 
that a public body must give “a description of the 
matter to be discussed.”

While a public body discussing a personnel mat-
ter is not required to give the identity of the indi-
vidual being discussed, the body must still state the 
reason why it is entering into executive session.

Partnership Alliance CEO Heather Simmons 
Jones, who is often included in executive sessions, 
did not participate in Wednesday’s closed-door 
meeting. Instead, she waited outside the meeting 
in the art gallery with her staff of James Bateman, 
director of business development; Kay Self, director 
of investor relations; Dawn Hiller, director of mar-
keting; and Joseph Pinkard, administrative assis-
tant. Katie Davenport, executive director of Green-
wood Promise, also waited in the art gallery.

After two hours, Dunlap left for another meet-
ing. Shortly thereafter, Lander Vice President Adam 
Taylor also left early for a meeting.

When the closed-door meeting ended, Stockman 
reported that no vote or action would be taken.

A reporter for the Index-Journal shared that the 
state Freedom of Information Act requires more 
specifics than a recitation of what matters are ex-
empt from open meeting discussion by public bod-
ies, such as personnel, contractual and property 
sales issues.

“Well, you’ll have to coach me. I’m not a public 
person and I don’t understand Freedom of Informa-
tion Act,” Stockman said.

An example was given of a personnel matter or a 
contractual matter. Stockman said it was a person-
nel matter, but did not elaborate or identify who it 
involved.

GPA board meets, 
takes no action 
on heels of split 
from county
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