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Cases statewide:  137 new,  9,056 total

Greenwood - 72

Abbeville - 36

Saluda - 123

Laurens - 57

McCormick - 7

Deaths in the Lakelands
Greenwood - 1

Abbeville - 0

Saluda - 0

Laurens - 3

McCormick - 1

Cases in the Lakelands

COVID-19 in SC

Deaths statewide: 8 new, 399 total

By JAMES HICKS
jhicks@indexjournal.com

Greenwood County ended its relationship with 
Greenwood Partnership Alliance on Tuesday night.

In a 6-1 vote, the Greenwood County Council 
voted to end its membership and funding of the 
economic development organization. The county 
contributes $300,000 annually.

Councilman Robbie Templeton, who attended 
the council meeting by way of Google Meet, was the 
lone dissenting vote.

Before the vote, Chairman Steve Brown opened 
the floor for public comment.

Greenwood CPW Commissioner Art Bush was 
the only one present who chose to speak in support 
of Partnership Alliance during the public comment 
period. He pleaded with council members to table 
the discussion and to accept a proposal to meet with 

Partnership Alliance to resolve their differences.
Brown read into the record three letters in fa-

vor of continued county support, which were sub-
mitted by GPA Board Chairman Chip Stockman, 

Countybank President and GPA Board Member 
Thornwell Dunlap III, and Self Family Foundation 

Greenwood County Council votes to end support for Partnership
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Greenwood County Council listens to Greenwood CPW Commissioner Art Bush read a prepared 
statement in support of the Greenwood Partnership Alliance.
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Greenwood CPW Commissioner 
Art Bush reads a prepared state-
ment to Greenwood County Coun-
cil members urging them to keep 
their membership in Greenwood 
Partnership Alliance.

Going their separate ways

By MICHELLE R. SMITH, 
COLLEEN LONG and JEFF AMY
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Public health 
officials in some states are accused of bun-
gling coronavirus infection statistics or 
even using a little sleight of hand to deliber-
ately make things look better than they are.

The risk is that politicians, business own-
ers and ordinary Americans who are mak-
ing decisions about lockdowns, reopenings 

and other day-to-day matters could be left 
with the impression that the virus is under 
more control than it actually is.

In Virginia, Texas and Vermont, for ex-
ample, officials said they have been com-
bining the results of viral tests, which 
show an active infection, with antibody 
tests, which show a past infection. Public 
health experts say that can make for im-
pressive-looking testing totals but does not 
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Tina Nguyen, a nurse at the International Community Health Services clinic in Seattle’s 
International District, examines a nose swab while conducting walk- and drive-up testing 
for COVID-19.

Some states accused of fudging, 
bungling COVID-19 testing data

Blame game

By DAMIAN DOMINGUEZ
ddominguez@indexjournal.com

More Self Regional Healthcare staff mem-
bers can expect to be back at work soon as the 
hospital system works to strike the balance be-
tween caution amid COVID-19 and offering 
surgical services.

The complicated decisions on when and 
how to return staff to work are all taking place 

with the backdrop of a con-
tinuing global pandemic, 
and Self ’s staff is still working 
hard to keep up with the virus 
in the Greenwood area.

“We’re continuing our 
screening process, and we’re 
seeing about 70-100 folks a 
day through our drive-thru 
screening site,” said Dr. Matt 

Logan, chief medical officer at Self.
Self has tested 2,968 people since the 

COVID-19 pandemic started, with 132 of 
those being positive, 71 of which lived in 
Greenwood County; 2,723 were negative, and 
107 tests were still pending as of Tuesday after-
noon. Five Self team members tested positive 
out of 84 staffers tested.

People can be tested at the drive-thru test-
ing site without a physician’s orders, they just 
have to call to be screened for symptoms. The 
screening line is available at 864-725-4200.

A recent Self-sponsored testing event in Sa-
luda County tested 372 people, with 24 com-
ing back positive. That’s an infection rate of 
about 6.5%, which Self CEO and President Jim 
Pfeiffer said is about twice the rate Self sees 
from drive-thru testing at the hospital.

Another similar testing event is coming up 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday, at Johnston 
Elementary School in Edgefield County, at 514 
Lee St., Johnston. Tests are first-come, first-
served as long as testing materials last.

At the hospital this week, the staff has re-
sumed all surgical procedures. Elective proce-
dures were put on hold because of the pandem-
ic and Self resumed some elective procedures 
on May 4, but now all surgeries are available 
to patients.

Still, Logan said staff members are follow-
ing procedural guidelines from the American 

Self reducing 
furloughs, 
expanding 
surgical 
services
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