
“Acknowledging the good that you 
already have in your life is the 
foundation for all abundance.”

-Eckhart Tolle
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By RUSS BYNUM
Associated Press

BRUNSWICK, Ga. — Jurors on Wednesday 
convicted the three white men charged in the 
death of Ahmaud Arbery, the Black man who was 
chased and fatally shot while running through 
their neighborhood in an attack that became part 
of the larger national reckoning on racial injustice.

The jury deliberated for about 10 hours before 
convicting Greg McMichael, son Travis McMi-
chael and neighbor William “Roddie” Bryan, who 
all face minimum sentences of life in prison. It is 
up to the judge to decide whether that comes with 
or without the possibility of parole.

Travis McMichael stood for the verdict, his law-
yer’s arm around his shoulder. At one point, Mc-
Michael lowered his head to his chest. After the 

All 3 men charged in Arbery’s death convicted of murder
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A painted mural of Ahmaud Arbery is displayed in 2020 in Brunswick, 
Ga., where the 25-year-old man was shot and killed in February of that 
year. 

‘Lynch mob’ defeated

By LEANNE ITALIE
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Santa is back 
this year, but he pleads caution 
as he continues to tiptoe through 

the pandemic.
“Be smart. Be caring. If you 

have the tiniest tickle in your 
throat, the tiniest feeling, worry 
about yourself and worry about 
everybody else, and know Santa 

will always be there next year,” 
said 57-year-old Kevin Chesney, 
who’s been donning the big red 
suit since he was a kid.

The Santa experience this year
is a combo of laps, distancing
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A Santa holds a baby Monday at Stonestown Galleria in San Francisco. Santa is back this year, but he 
pleads diligence as he continues to tiptoe through the pandemic. 

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot;
A bundle of toys he had flung onto his back,
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.

His eyes—how they twinkled! His dimples, how merry!
Because of the COVID, Saint Nick was so wary.
He wore a face mask and kept 6 feet away.
He used Santa-tizer to keep germs at bay ...

Cautious Kris Kringle

See CAUTIOUS, page 4A

By DAMIAN DOMINGUEZ
ddominguez@indexjournal.com

While families across the state sit down to 
enjoy Thanksgiving dinner, the state health 
officials are keeping a close eye on COVID-19 
case numbers.

After 10 consecutive weeks of dwindling 
case numbers, South Carolina saw its first in-
crease in new infections last 
week. The week ending Sept. 
4 saw 39,696 new cases — 
the second-highest weekly 
total of the pandemic. Those 
numbers decreased to 4,446 
cases the week ending Nov. 
13 but rose to 5,170 the fol-
lowing week.

“I don’t want to hit the 
panic button, but we are strongly encourag-
ing all South Carolinians to continue the safe-
ty protocols that helped us drive those num-
bers down from that high point back in early 
September,” said state Department of Health 
and Environmental Control Director of Pub-
lic Health Dr. Brannon Traxler.

With millions planning to gather with 
friends and family today, she asked that peo-
ple continue to wear masks, stay at a safe dis-
tance when possible and gather outdoors if 
they can.

Everyone age 5 and older is eligible to get 
vaccinated against COVID-19, and DHEC 
has adopted the federal guidance that all 
adults age 18 and older who received any of 
the three available vaccine brands can get a 
booster shot. People who received the Pfiz-
er or Moderna vaccine can get their booster 
shot six months afterward, and those who got 
the Janssen vaccine can get their booster two 
months after.

“Those who received the single-dose 

DHEC says 
COVID trend 
hard to predict 
amid holidays
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