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Oral History Interview
with
HELEN PRATT

- July 2, 1979
Abbeville, South Caroling

by Marie Allen

For the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library

Allent  Miss Pratt has just handed me a magazine of . . ,

Pratt: . . . it's just an oid Indian Seminole and it's so old it about to
wear out.
Allen: :+ » . from the Index Journal which is published, T guess in Greensboro?

Pratt: No, Greenwood.

Allen:  Greenwood, for March 18, 1944, and in it there is . . . a lot about the »
Pratt family. dJohn Pratt, Captain James Pratt.

Pratt: Captain James Pratt was nmy father.

Allen: Okay. Now, you were ;celling,;m'e a minute ago about yeur father's father
and mother. Could you start with them?

Pratt: Well, they were both there.

Allen:  That was . . . John Pratt, brother of Robert Pratt.

Pratt:  Now does it say "married Mary."

Allen: Mérried Mary Kay.

Pratt:  Well now, that's my grandmother,

Mlen: Mary Kay was your grandmother and John Pratt was your prandfather.

Pratt: Yes.

Ailen: Where did they live? Did they live in this area?

Pratt: They 1ived up in the Due West section and the old house was back in ﬁhe_
roads there. My father took me to it one time, but we went back again.
Now someone has asked me in this letter where they were buried and they

were burled at Tindsay graveyard up there. My nephew from Georgia come
up here and we went up there and we tried everywhere to find those folks but we never

did find them. The Lindsay graveyard up here between here and Due West.
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Now who was buried in the Iindsay graveyard? ‘Was that John and Mary Kay?
No, they were buried at Tittle River, as well as I know.

Is that a church or a town?

No. Little River was a chuich.

A Methodist ‘church?

A Baptist church.

What was 1t near? What town was it in? Was it out in £he comtry?

It was out in the country, yes, out from Due West.

And that's where John and Mary Kay were buried.

I think they were buried there, but Ty Pather's first wile and second

wife were buried at the Lindsa\y; at the Lindsay graveyard.
Oh! Now I understand. What ‘did your grandfather do? Was he a farmer? »

I don't know what my grandfather did. I think he farmed. I'm.not sure.
It doesn't tell in there?

No, 1t doesn't tell what he did. Where was your father born——Captain
James Pratt? '

Where was he born? I reckon he was born out at that old homeplace, out

from Due West, out from that Lindsay graveyard, that old homeplace back
down in there. Now, I reckon that's where Papa was buried. I don't

Do you remember what road the old homeplace was on?

My grandfather's old homeplace was off in the country there, it wasn't on
the road.

Did it burn down?
Oh, I don't know what happened to it.

You don't remember . . .?

No, but I know the last time we, went there we couldn't find anything 80,

I don't know.

‘Describe your father to me.

Well, my father was a fTarmer! That's what he was, but he was in the
Confederate war.
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He was!

That's where he got to be Captain Pratt,

Now; what unit did he sexve in, do you know? Did he serve. from
South Carolina, in a South Carolina rejiment? _

- He served from, T reckon, from Abbeville, South Carclina.

Was he wounded?.

No. Papa wasn't. No, he wasn't hurt. He was Robert E. Lee's, one of

his soldiers. Papa loved lee.

Did he ever meet Lee? Do you know if hé ever saw General Lee?

Oh, T don't Iknow gbout that now! I can't . . . I never did see any of
them, ' :

Do you remember Him talking about being in the Civil War?

Oh yes.

What would he tell you about it?

Well, T don't know. (Laughter) I don't know what all he'd say about it.
But he was a soldier in the Confederate War. That's all I Ynow. Bub
now you see, Papa was married three times and I'm the baby of the last
wife.

Who was his first wife?

His first wife was Sophrordia Cowan. It tells on there.

Okay, here is Sophronia Cowan. They had a number of children, didn't

they? Nina was one of their children, wasn't she?

Yes. Nina and Tula; it goes on and tells you who they were,

Yes, Cowan. Is it Cow'an or Co'wan?

Cow'ari. It was Cowan from Due West, She was Sophronia Cowan.

And James and Luda and Nina.

Yes. . ;

And then what happened to Sophronia, Did she die of a disease?

I don't know. I reckon she just died. There was a little piece I found

tells that too. I found some other little things about it, I don't
think I brought them in here.



Allen: Were they here?

Pratt: Yes. This is them. No that's when Carter went to his uncle's funeral

. and that's Carter's little girl, she was 50 proud of being in a
Carter home county to attend a fimeral. And this finds something about the
Cartert's ancestry.

Allen: Yes. This is an article that was in . . . which newspaper was this in?
: Do you know? '

Pratt:  That's the one and it tells there when Sophronia Cowan died..

Allen: t says here that 18 Erskine college students studying architecture
wder Dr. William Kuykendall recovered artifacts during January behind
the 19%th century home where President Jimmy Carter's great grandmother
was reared. Dr. Kuykendall, professcr of religion and archaecology
at Ekslcme who lived ;j ust outside of Due West, lives with his family in the
"~ 01d Cowan house, where the artifacts were found It is one of the oldest remammg
‘housés in Abbeville County. The President's great grandmother, Sophronia Cowan,
was born here in 1835 to Captain and Mrs. John Cowan, who lived in the time period
1805 to 1874. Sophronia was married to James Pratt and a daughter Nina was born
to them. Sophroriia dled in 1865. James Pratt remarried and moved to Georgia. i

Pratt: And that's when he married the second time.
Allen: There Nina Pratt met and married William Archibold Carter. You mean thab

: Captain Pratt after the death of his wife Sophronia teook the children
and moved to Georgia'?

Pratt:  He married a woman from Clarks Hill.

__ Allen-: Clarks Hill, Georgia?

 Pratt: - Clarks Hill, Sharpton. She was a Sharpton; Susan Sharpton, his second wife.

- Allen: And he met her in Georgia? I didn't know he lived in Georgla.

Pratt: He went to Georgia a while. He lived here most all of his life, because
you see he come back here and that's when he married my mother. And my
mother was Dr. Mabry's widow. See ny family is Jjust all mixed up!

Allen: Wen your father went to Georg;la, where did he 1ive while he was down
there? Do you remember?

Pratb:  Well, I don't. Kniow where he ived theri, but my sister, Nina, 1ived at
Plains, Georgia.

~ Allen: Okay. What happened to his second wife? Do you know what she died of?

Pratt:  She died; T don't know anything about it. I don't lmow where. I haven't
got anything about her death.



Allen:

Pratt:

Allen:
Pratt:

Allen:

Pratt:

Kllen:
Pratt:
Allen:
Pratt:
Alen:

Pratt:

Allen:

Prett:

Allen:

‘Pratt:

Allen:

Pratt:

Allen:
Pratt:

Allen:

Pratt:

Allen:

And her name was Susan Sharpton?

She was Susan Sharpten. Yes.

And then yo_uf- father came back here and married your mother?

Y‘és, and she was the widow of Dr. James Mabry.

And she lived here in Abbeville?

And Dir. Mabry is the one that bought the home where my mother was 1living
when she married my father and it's the old home over here on the
Greenwood Highway.

And your mother's name was what?

Julia, Julia Keller.

‘8pell that mziden name.

K-E~I-L-E-R. Keller. She was Julia Xeller hefore she married Dr., Mabry.
Did she have any children by the marriage to Dr. Mabry?

Two: Mrs. Mary Lomax, that Tived thsve still on this same road, and my
brother: Lucien Mabry, and he was killed in Abbeville.

He was killed in Abbeville?
You might have heard of old John Iron killed a Mabry man?
No.

Killed him right in front of the old g;rade school bullding, that was my
half brother. All of them wére my half-folks. _

And were you the only child of Julia and _Captain Pragt?
What?

Were you the only child of Captain Pratt's marriage to Julia?
The last marriage. I'm the oily child of the last marriage.
How old was your father when you were born?

vlhep T was born, I don't know.

He had had 4 number of ehildres befora veu were born.



Pratt: Oh yes. He had lots of kids. See he had . . .
Allen:  How'many did he have?
Pratt: It tells there,

Allen:  Well, lets count them wp. (Reading from newspaper clipping.) He was
married three times; he was married first to Sophronia Cowan and they
had the following children: Cowan, James, Iula, and Nina. Captain
James Pratt married second, Susan Sharpton, and they had the following

¢hildren: Jefferson, Carrie, and Mary Pratt. Captain James Pratt married third,

Jdulia Mabry and they had one child, Helen Pratt. And that's youl

Pratt: That's me!

Allen:  Now, this other account I have mentions somebody called "Jeff." T dom't
see . . . well, Jefferson. Yes, there's a Jefferson,
Pratt:  Jefferson. We called him "Jeff." And he was my favorite brother,
Ch, T loved nim, but after he married he went off somewhere down in
Georgia somewhere and his wife didn't let us know a thing. When T got
an’ aceount of his death it said we didn't have but one sister when. he had
all these other sisters. So, that just made it all bad too. You 211 are finding 5
out- a whole lot of things about things. I don't know whether I'm telling you every—
~ thing Iike you all héave in mind. _ .
Allen: Well, we're just interested in what your memories are.
Pratt:  What?

Allen: We're just interested in what you remember about ‘your fatheér, because you've
the only one who remembers Captain Pratt.

Pratt; Yes. And this is his diavy. And a man from Colunbia wanted that diary

' - and wanted to take it dowd there and pub it somewhere down there in a
library or something., I sald "No Sir, you won't, Cause as long as T

. Lve in that house I'm going to have my daddy's diaries.® But Papa.

died in 1911. :

Allen: How old was he when he died?

Pratt: He died. Papawas . . . T think he was born in 1930.

Allen:  In 18302

Pratt: 1830, I mean. He was born in 1830,

Allen: Okay. So if you were born in 1887 . . .

Pratt: I was born in 1887,
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0 go he'd say "Put the mules back and wait unt:l_l dimmer time, it's too late to work

now. '
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Then he was gbout 57 years old when you were bomm.

I think so. I don't know..

He was up in age then when you were born. How did your father look - wWas
he a tall man or a short man?

No, He was .,j‘_-ust a medium sized man. I have his picture right there.
That's his picture.

And who is this? Is this your mother?

That's my mother,

Mnd this is you?

And that's him. And that's Jimny Carter's grandmother right. over ‘Lhere.
This is my mother too, sitting out in that swing |

This is Nina Pratt?

That's Nina Pratt.

And this is you and your mother. Your father has a full beard here. Was
it a white beard or a gray beard?

He had a gray beard, 'y'es...

A gray bedrd. And he had thirming hair on top. He didn't have 5 lot
of hair, did he?

No, not too much, but he parted 1t on the top.

What 'c'oior' eyes did he have, do you renmember that?

1 think he had blue eyes.

What kind of personglity had he? Was he a men that was kind of quiet?
Some. people- sald he was kind of mean, and other people v « « HIs hands
had to work, 1ike he told them to wor'k They did what you said do then .

and 1f they came up late in the norning and he had fed the miles and
everything for them to go to work, if they were later then he wanted them

How many hands did he have?

I get the name of being a mean woman too.

You do?

#




Allen: Was your father firm with you when you were growing up? Was he a stern
father?

Pratt: Well, in .a way, yes ma'am. That brother, Cowari, you see down there
: (Sophronia Pratt's son Cowan) he went out West.  Scme of them told me
(I was just a little child, of course, but semebody told me) that
he went because he got mad with Papa. And one day I told Mama "I don't
blame Brother Cowan, I*d have gone too." So T said "Tell him it's still & hard
time "
Allen: Do you remember what his hobbies were? What did he do to relax? Read?
Pratt: Just farming. He was just a farmer.
Alien_: - Did he read many books?

Pratt: Oh, no. He didn't read books but he took the papers and things like that,
you know.

Allen:  What kind of polities did he have? Do you remenber what political
or religious beliefs he had? Was he a Baptist or a Methddist?

Pratt:  He was a Baptist. My mother was a Methodist.
Allen:  Was your father a pretty faithful churchgoer?

Pratt: Yes and he'd take Mama to her church just like he'd go to his own church,
too. He wasn't bad, that way, and in his diary, he'd tell about going

out to Mama's church and he'd tell aboub going to the other churches and
things like that.

Allen: Can T look in one of the diaries?

Pratt:  Oh yes! You can look in some of those books, but ook at those
' big ones down there, T expect you can get more out of them.

Allen: ‘There are five ledger books. At the begirming of this book, it says
'Diary beginning 1905, April 10." Well now, he would have been on in age
Theh.

Pratt:  That's 1906.

Allen: Iet me look back to see if he's got anything about his CIvil War days.

Pratt: Ttve got a 1ittle book in yonder -whex?e he put my birth.

Allen:  Did he keep this diary all bis life @s far as you know?

Pratt: Ch at night; before he went to bed, that ‘was the last thing he did at
night was to write a little bit in that diary.

Allen: Asn't that fascinating! Well aren't you glad he did that, because you've




got thege memories that you wouldn't have. "Beginning with the 20th
century, this one says.

Pratt: Now that's his handwriting, he did that writing.

Allen: The earliest ones here seem to be in asbout Ghe 1890'3' which one have
you got? 1895. The earliest one I have here is 1892,

Pratt: You know back i those days you didn't have books and things like you do
now, so he just had to get what he could,

Allen: In the beglming of this book it says. ‘Tﬂary Pratt and Hall Calhoun were
' married Sunday, Janvary 28th, 1894 at the residence of W. A. Carter . . ."

Pratt: Now that says Mary Kay Pratt, that was my grandmother. 'That Was_ his
mother. .

Allen: Well, it looks like this might have been the daughter, b&eause she's
married in 1894,

Pratt: Oh! That was his daughter Mary.

Allen: The daughter Mary Pratt, married at the residence of W, A. Carter in
Arlingbon.

Pratt:  Oh, yes. Mary Pratt and Hall Calhoun.

Allen:  They were marvied at Billy and Nina Carter's home in . . .
Pratt: In Plaing, Georgia.

Allen « . . Arlington. On Jamuiary 28th, 1894.

Pratt: | And then it says there when Carrie ma:rT:Led that's the one that . . .
' they were the Sharpton children.

Allen:  Well, I wonder if we have something in here, let's look up that date,
January 28ch, 1894,

Pratt: Every night before he went to bed, he'd write a little bit in there,
if thare wasn't a ’ch:mg in the world but to tell about Mama's chickens,
I said, "No, nobody's going to get this book," [The diary entries would
:mclude such thlngs as] "We took our first chickens off today" or "I
killed hogs today . -

Allen: January 28th, this would have been when Mary Pratt and Hall Calhowt
were married: "Cloudy and cold, do.not attend preaching anywhere today.
Mary Pratt and Hall C4lhoun married." Next day it says "Cloudy and misty,
rain a 1ittle, not so cold, clear off late in the afternoon, Bob Smith
and Will Johnson putting some . . ¥
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That was a white man and a Negro man that lived on the place,
So he must not have gone to the wedding, he must have stayed home,

Ch he, no he didn't see Mary Calhoun married or anything, she married
in Georgia. '

So_he must not have traveled down there. Vhat do you refmember of your
half-brothers and sisters? Dig you see Nina frequently?

Sister Nina used to come home nearly .every summer, That was Jimmy's
grandmother. She'd come home nearly every summer and she told othier people
there that she couldn't have loved her own mother if she had lived, any
more than she did my mother. She always dig love Mama and Mama loved her
Eoo..

What was Ninag Pratt 1ike? Describe her to me. Was she a handsone woman?
That's her _pic;.ture.

Yes, you showed me her picture. She's an attractive lady.

Now that was my sister. That's J iy Carter's grandmother.,

What was her personality like? Was she a quiet lady or a talkative, out-
going lady? .

T'don't know about that. You see, I was just & little girl.

Yes:. Do you remember her visiting? She came almost every summer then?
Yes. I used to remember when she'd come home and all. I wrote her.

How long did she stay when she'd come?

T don't know; she'd stay several weeks op something Iike that, Papa tells.
in there sometimes about her coming home and "Nina came, so we met Nina."
At Verdery sometimes, or we'd meet her at Hodges and Abbeville and he'd
tell apout Nina going home and brother Billy would come up here to get
her sometinmes,

Did she bring some of the children with hep when she came?

Yes, the children would come sometimes too. They'd tell about coming up
there. I wag reading a letter this morning. from che of the Iittle

girls talking about how she used to love to -come up home'..

Do you remember Earl, her son Earl Carter?
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Pratt: I remember him Just a Ilittle bit, not much, but her s Earl was Jimy!'s
father. Brother Billy was his grandfather. And I don't remember him very
- tmuch and T don't remenber his mother much bécause I used to go down '
there sometimes and stay by the week with Sister Nina, It was just at her
house, you know, and T was just a 1ittle old thing. I wasn't any size. You lenow
I am an 0ld woman now.

Allen: - You were about the age of Ethel, weren't you? You were about the Age of
Nina's davghter, Ethel?

Pratt:  Her daughter Fthel? No, her daughter Ethel was older than I was, She
was older than I was. Alton is the crie that always loved me and that's
the one that died just a few years ago. -Alton was the one, and he came up
here and I was living over yorder at the old homeplace by myself and it's
fall of cats and everything else over there. Alten came and one. of the Negroes told
him that T had moved, but he kept on till he found me dnd that was Alton Carter.
That was Jimmy's brother . . .
Allen: . .. . his father's brother?
Pratt: Yes.  His father's brother.

Allen: Do you remerber anything special about your visit to Nina's home? Do

you remenmber what kind of games you played with the children® g
Fratt:  —No, I don't remember anything about that either,
Allen: Do you remember Billy Carter?

Pratt: Her husband? No, I don't remenber him, but of course, I knew him then
vhen I was a little girl. _

Allen: Do you remenber when he died? When he was shot?

Pratt:  No, when my brother . . . now that was my Mama's son, Lucien that
was killed, -

Allen:  I'd love to find [him] in heve, in the bock, about one of Nina's visits
home but I ecan't find any in 1893. When your.fathér passed away, how
0ld was he? You'd started to Figure that up. You said he died in . . .

Pratt:  He dled in 1911 and vas born in 1830.

Allen: 81 years.

Pratt: And that's a picture of Jimmy Carter's little girl and she was so crazy
about the country school they had up there at Washington. I found those
In the paper and T just cut them out, - .

Alen: Did your father have a long illness before he died?

Pratt:  No. He @ign't live too long afterwards.

Allen:  Did he have a heart atbtack?
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No. I don't remember just what his trouble was. L don't remember just

‘what it was.

And your nother, did she live a good While after your father?

I've forgobten what year. I'd have to look it up to see what year Mama
died, but it's on her tombstone and she's buried at Ebenezer Church
down on the Greenwood nghway :

On the Greenwood Highway?

Yes.

From Abbeville towards Greenwood,

My mother's buried at Ebenezer Church and Papa is boo. His First two
wives were buried at the Liridsay graveyard, up at Due West, and Mama told
Brather Jeff (that was one of the last brothers, you know) that's. when
Papa died, she thought he would want to be burisd at Iindsay graveyard

but he didn't, he wanted to be right there. Brother Jeff said, "Well, that's
where they'll bury him." So he's buried at our church, :
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Ebenezer. - Where is the Lindsay graveyard? What's that near? It's out of*
Due West, is it a church? Pt

Tt's located on this side of Due West, No,-it's just out in the country
like and Alton came home and teok me up there. We tried everywhere to
find thos'._e graves. but we couldn't find them. We never &id find the. graves,

And that was where Sophronia Cowan was buried.

Yes, That's where Sophronia's buried and that's where Susari's buried.

But that's the Lindsay graveyard.

Your father was very interested . . . I notice he's very careful about
telling what the weather's like, everyday. Was that because he wag a. farmer
and he was concerned about what the weather was doing? ‘
(Lavghter)

What kind of crops did he raise?

What kind of farmer was he?

What crops did he raise?

Ch, he planted crops., We had cotton, cotton, cotton. T said these roads”
don't 1ook no more like they used to. There was cobton all along that
road. '

That was his primary {cropl; he raised mostly cotton?
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Pratt: Yes. Cotton and corn. They planted corn down in the bottams on eresks .

Allen: These entries say "hard freeze last night. 10 a.m. and not much thaw; "
_ fwhite frost," this is on March 27th and 28th, 1894,

Pratt: And he put that frost down evefytimée and he'd tell when there was ice
or not. They laught at me now aboub it but I get his diary out and sit
it down here and read it sometimes, just to see vhat he was doing.

Allen: T would like to find a way in which I could _éopy these; Xerox them.
Bo you know if there is a Xerox machine in Abbevilée? T wonder 1T the
library has one?

| Pre;tt; I don't know.
Allen: Would you permit me, Miss Pratt » bo take these downtown and Xerox them?
Pratt: What?

Allen: Would you permit me to Xerox these or would you rather that I just
didn't carry them away at all?

Pratt: No, T don't want them carried away.

Alen: Okay. I won't do it then. At some point, I would like to get & copy of
them. And maybe I can think of ancther way to do it., I'd Tike to have a
Xerox machine so I could just copy them, so we'd have a copy for the

_ Tdbrary. What I'm working for is that we're going to. have a Carter

Presidential Library in Georgia and there we'll eollect all-the Family History

Information we ecan find about the Carters and the Pratts. and the Smiths and the

Murrays, and all of those, and if you ever would like te put these books in a

place where they will be kept forever , :

Pratt:  I'd give them to the Carbers if I gave them to anybody at all because you
: see they were my favorite ones, but Mrs. Miller and those have charge of
everything I've got now. They take care of everything of mine now for me.
They even buy my groceries. Of course, T give them a check to get them
with, you know, but they get ny groceries for me, pay my bills, things like that.

Allen:  Well, Miss Pratt, if you would give these to thé President, just give them
to President Jimmy Carter. . . N

Pratt: I don't know whether I'1) give them to Jimy Carter or who I would give
them to, but the Carter family is going to get them.

Allen: Theq if you did that they would be kept permanently in the Library and
they would never be hurt. We have ways of treating paper so that the
paper doesn't crumble. Seg how the paper's breaking? See how that's

_ flipping, tuming up? In the Idbrary, we'll treat the paper so it
doesn't do that, See how it's starting to tear in there, we can fix the papers

50 1t doesn't do that. I notice, now herds an account~—John Burton's account, 1915.

I see tobaceo in here and cotton seed. Did your father chew taobacco?
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No. He smcked.

He was a pipe-smoker’

He smoked a pipe.

‘Well, he must have smoked a 1ot of if too; there are a. lot of accounts

for tobacco.

No, I never did smoke. I never did smoke at all, I ne{?ei’ smoked a
cigarette or anything. But ny father smoked a pipe; bub- he didn't
chew tobaceo.

"Medicine for babies.” What baby would that have been; this is 1915.

I don't know..

It's somebody . . . Gus Burton’s account. Would théese have been . . .

'Wéll,_ he_ had a Negro man on the place: named Gus Burton and he had one
named George Burton. _

"Cotton in warehouse, 1915." The weights and amount of cotton." Account ~
of Faul Evans', Tor Novenber and December 1915." Here's Farmers Bank '
of" Abbeville County deposit receipt: bales of cotton—399 is the

weight, the price 333 1/8, amount of $132.17. Here's an expense account

from August 8th with "Trish potatoes rib meat, macarconi, cheese, rib meat, lard,
rice, bread and flowr." More accounts. Now here is Miss Helen Pratt, Famnrs
Banik of Abbeville, November 26th, 1923, a receipt.

Pratt:

Pratt:
Allen:
Prati:
Mlen:
Pratt:

Allen:

Pratt:

When my check comes I put it in the bank. I get a Social Security
check.

 Here is "Julia and I attend preaching at Little River Church today."

Now Little River was a little church up above Due West and that was Papa's
church that he belohged to when he was up that way:

That's June 19th, 1910, ard after church he took dinner at Doctor Cavsirles.
I don't kaow.
Can you read that? "Good congregations in attendance.”

And then he tells about going to Beulah Church and Beulah Church was a
Bapt:l_st church, right below Ebenczer. :

He got the weéather every day—"clouds passing in the afternoon.™ These
are wonderful old books, I know you treasure them Miss Pratt. This is one
for 1907.

Now these big bocks are about the last he kept. He fell one morning
and he was going to the barn, T think, and he fell. That was the only




15
thing T remember about that, but T remember what room he died in and I know
‘the man that was with him and everything Jike that. But I was just a
girl too, you know, when he died.

Allen: Do you remember the funeral?

Pratt: Yes. I remenber when he died.

Allen:  Did Nina, was Nina able to come up to the funeral?

Pratt:  She was buried down at Ebenczer on the Greenwood Highway. You go out
this road, just keep right on until you come to the ¢rogsroads and you
turn at- that crossroads and go down that way and you come to the
“church. -

Allen:  Now this is 1907, June %: "Go to Abbeville myself to take Mrs. MeAlister
home " '

Pratt: I have a little magmifying glass over yonder if you want. it

Allen:  No, I think I can see it well enough, but I'm not used to his writing,
so that T could figure it out. "Deliver the. butter,all hands are chafing .
out cotton ." "ednesday, Tair and pleasant afternoon, strong wind."

These are wonderful old books. "Sawmill run today." This looks like

"Keller, I. A. Keller and wife call. on us this aftérnocon.'

Pratt: I. A. Keller was my mother’s brother.

Allen: "No weather for business on the farm. Farm work going badly for this time
of year, but not for the cold, wet weather." He must have been here
frequently, here's I. A, Keller's name again, "call on us today." Now here's
"Go mysell with Helen to take her and deliver the butter and eggs and do

some shopping." Did you take music lessons?

Pratt:  Vhat?

Allen: Did you take music lessons?

Pratt: Yes.

Allen:  Looks like here he was taking you to your rmusie lessons.

Pratt: I took musie in Abbeville.

Allen: "Take Helen to 'recite her musie," it says here, "and to hear the W. L.
candidate for Senate speak." Now this was July 17 5 1908:

Pratt: Now this has James E. Pratt, his name was Just James Pratt; it wasn't any
Y"E" in it. He didn't have any initial at -all, just James Pratt.

Allen: He got the MCaptain® from serving in the Confederate War?

Pratt: ‘ Yes.
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Allen:

I was reading here that he "delivered eggs, took Helen to.recite her

music and to hear the W. L. candidate for Senate speak. Have a good

erowd, some 500 or more toe hear them." This was a political speach
he heard He didn't say what he thought about it. Let's see if we

edvered those quéstior.zs I sent you.

Pratt:
Allen:

Pratt:

Allen:

Pratt:

Allen:

Pratt:

Allen:

Pratt:

Allen:

Pratt:

Allez_q:

Pratt:
Allen:

Pratt:

Those are the questions you want answered?
I think we've covered all of thewm.

I think he was born at that homeépldce up there at Due West. But it was an
old home oub: In the country like. He carried me up to his father's house.

And his father was Robert Pratt and his mother was Mary Kay Pratt. That's

the way it was,

Here's a little note in here about Sister Carrie, your half-sister Carrie

married J. A, Marshall, April 14, 1907, at Addie Sharpton 8 place at
Clarks Hill., Sister Carr':s.e marmed Doctor Jawers, Decenber 11, 1895
he dled September 1, 1897. I'd love to find someth:.ng in her'e about. . .

Now I didn't lnow Scphronia Cowan Pratt, of course. I didn't. know anything
about her. :

#

Because you weren't around then!

She was his first w:Lfe » you see and T was the last one.

Do you remenber anythlng gbout where she came from? He met her in this
area, 0 she must hdve lived at fbbeville.

No, They lived at Due West. I've got a little old thing, that thing that
showed where those (people were) Gigging up the growd. It tells where
it was—out from Due West.

He took you to recite your music very frequently. Here it is again.
Every week.

Every week., '"March 1909,,the 5th, cool afterncon. Go o Abbevilie
myself to deliver butter and take Helen to recite her music. Plant
radish, some mustard snd cabhage seeds and lettuce; one plow. Saturday,
cloudy e e M '

How often did I see Nina Pratt Carter? I'd see her nearly every sutmmer and
sometimes I'd go home with her and stay about a week to—~Plains, Georgla.

And do you remenber anything special you did down in Plains, when you werit
down there? )

- No, All those childr’en——J:l.mm;yT was just a 1ittle boy when T was down there,

but you see he got to be a big old farmer after that and so, I don't know.

And T think Papa just died from natural causes, L don't think there was -
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anything special. Because I never did know him to hdve any special
siclmess. And that's my mother., &nd that's Jimmy's grandmother and that's
my mother and that's me and that's my father. (locking at photograph).

Are you the one that called me?

Allen:

Pratt:

Allen:

Prati:

Allen:

Pratt:
Allen:
Pratt:
Allen:
Pratt:

Allen:
Piratt:

Allen:

Pratt:

Allen:

Pratt:

Ves. Now I didn's call you this morning, that was someone different, but
I called last week. Don't you remember 1 called you and then you. told

me I cught to come see you?

Somgone called me this morning and told me they'd be here ab 2_.Q"'--010€:k...,.
2:30. 'That was my office but then I couldn't find you. I got to town and
I went to the police statlon to see if they could help me find you and I
was downtc_nm looking for you for a while.

Well, you see, I don't live in town, I live out here.

And I cotldn't find good dlI’eCt:LOl’lS on hew 6 get out here; so I had to

go ask. T talked to the polieé station, they didn't know, 86 then I tlaked

to Polly SmJ_th at the Development Board and she's the ore who called you

Wno did?

Polly Smith, wasn't that her name, Polly Smith?
T don't ¥now what her -ﬁame was.

Works abt the courthouse?

I don't know her.

- And she called you and she lmow the roads and she told us how to get out
here. .

Well, anyway,; whoever called me this morning. I mean, ¢alled yesterday, .

told me they'd be here today at 2 o'clock.

We were late getting here because we couldn't find it. Thank you! Were
there ‘other books besides these five? I notice these five books only go
Trom sbout the 1890's wnitil 1807 or 1908, Do you: have others too?

Yes.
Good.,
T nave some old books back yonder the little books-— and I have the book

that he had when my grandfather Pratt died and I have the one that has
ny birth in it. "Helen P_ratt born today." On one page in that little. book.,
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Pratt:
Allen:

Pratt:

Allen:
Pratt:

Al‘ien‘ :

Pratt:

Allen:

Oh, my father was a father.

That's wondérful. You are the only person who remembers Captain Pratt

very well,

These people around hére, sofe of them remember him, but don't meny people
remember. '

And these books are wonderful things te have.
But now he didn't buy that home over thére, Doctor Mabry bought that home.

Doctor Mabry. bought. that when he and Mama were married and he's the cne
that owned the. heme. But Mama was living there, T reckon, when she married:

Papa, T don't know. I reckon. that's where she was living.

Thank you, Miss Pratt. I guess we'd better get ‘on our way, but thank you
for taking the time to answer some questions..

Well, I haven't told you very much.

You've told a lot. We've been talking a long btime. Thark you,




