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UNIQUE GIFT ITEMS!

Tons of Jewelry • Lotions & Hand Creams 

Large Candle Selection • Cobblestone Clothing 

   GIFT WRAPPING AVAILABLE!

Treat Your Valentine

GIFT DEPARTMENTDOWNTOWN BAY SPRINGS

601-764-2161

FEBRUARY 14TH!

Hello my name is Dwayne 

Phillips I’m proud to official-
ly announce my candidacy for 
Smith County Constable Post 

1. 

I’m a 50 year old  resident 

of Polkville and graduate of 

Raleigh High School. I have 
proudly served the citizens of 
Smith County as your depu-

ty Coroner/Investigator since 
2011. During this time I have 

gained an enormous amount 

of experience in death and 
crime scenes. I have previ-
ously served as a member of 

Polkville Fire Department  

and currently serving as Civil 
Defense Deputy with Smith  

County Emergency Manage-

ment since 2006. 
During this time, I assisted 

in oil well explosions, torna-

do’s and other emergencies. 
I have received additional 
training from Homeland Se-

curity related to investigating  
domestic violence, narcotics, 
human trafficking, gangs and 
other crimes. If elected, I will 
be your full time Constable 

that will serve and protect ev-

eryone equally. I will assist in 

patrolling our communities 
to help deter crime when I’m 
not serving legal documents 
for the Justice Court. I will 
continue to apply my person-

al morals and Christian values 

to my job. I will communicate 
clearly and have transparency. 

I will interact with our com-

munities so I can  build a sol-
id relationship and trust with 

with you. 

Thank you and God bless.

Paid political advertising

Phillips announces for Constable Post 1

Smith County Wagon Train

By Ron Manning

The Smith County Wagon 

Train traveled through Tay-

lorsville and Mize Friday 
through Monday, February 
1-3, on their way to the Dixie 

National Rodeo in Jackson on 
Saturday, February 9. 

The wagon train was 

formed in 1990 and chartered 
in 1992. This year’s train has 

about 30 covered wagons 
along with over 100 horseback 
riders. Participants include a 
large number of Smith County 

citizens along with riders from 
neighboring counties and rid-

ers from Louisiana, Texas, and 

Alabama.  

They spent Friday night on 

the property of Wagon Mas-

ter Kenneth Jernigan, and 

his wife Jennifer, on SCR 33 

north of Taylorsville, Saturday 

night on Baker Ford’s land on 

Highway 37 in Taylorsville, 

and Sunday night at Meadows 
Livestock Barn in Mize. They 
began Sunday morning with 

a Cowboy Church Service at 
8:30 a.m. and began their ride 

toward Mize after the service 
arriving at Meadows about 
3:45 p.m. 

Kenneth Jernigan has led 

the train for many years along 

with his wife, Jennifer, and 

their daughter, Harley. Travel-

ing about 20 miles a day, uti-

lizing the back roads to avoid 

traffic problems, they trav-

eled through the Mendenhall 
area on Monday and Tuesday, 
and are traveling to Braxton 

and Pearl on Wednesday and 

Thursday.  They will route 

through the Mississippi State 
Hospital at Whitfield Friday 
morning and into the Jackson 
area Friday afternoon for the 

Dixie National Parade and Ro-

deo on Saturday, February 9. 

The riders move their trucks, 
trailers, and campers to their 
next camp site each morning 
and catch buses back to the 
wagon train to drive it to their 

next camp site.

By Ron Manning

Jennifer Buford and Lyn-

netta Cooksey with the East 

Central Planning and Devel-

opment District met with the 
Smith County Board of Super-

visors to discuss various grant 
options available to the county 
for economic development and 
infrastructure at the supervi-
sors meeting on Monday, Feb-

ruary 4. All of the supervisors 

were present for the meeting 

except District 1 Supervisor 
Kenny Cain who was absent. 

Following an initial presenta-

tion by Ms. Buford and Ms. 
Cooksey on the grant options 

with an emphasis on economic 
development, the board went 

into a closed executive session 
with them and Smith Coun-

ty Economic Development 
Council President Joe Tally to 
discuss the grant options in de-

tail. Following the executive 
session, the board approved 

advertising to hire an engineer 

for a potential Community 

Development Block Grant to 
help with an economic devel-
opment project. 

At their meeting back in 
June, the board approved us-

ing a “reverse auction” pro-

cess as their primary method 
of receiving bids in conjunc-

tion with a new state law re-

quirement. A reverse auction 
is defined as an auction where 
the role of buyer and seller is 

reversed. The buyer advertises 

a need and sellers compete to 
provide the product or service. 
The board recently learned 
that since Smith County’s 
population is less than 20,000, 

they could legally opt out of 

the reverse auction process of 
purchasing, and on a motion 
by Dwight Norris and a sec-

ond by Howard Hammons, the 

board approved opting out of 

the process. 
The board approved lease 

purchase agreements for 
beats 3, 4, and 5 with Trust-

mark Bank for 48 month lease 

purchases at 3.06% interest. 
Beats 3 and 4 are purchasing 
John Deer 5100E Tractors for 
$44,056 and $50,038, respec-

tively. The higher price for the 
beat 4 tractor is related to extra 
accessories. Beat 5’s tractor is 
a John Deere 6105E Tractor 
at $54,629, which includes a 
cab. Additionally, the board 
approved paying Charlie Eu-

banks $400 for replacing 2 
man-hole covers and a hand 
rail at the Taylorsville Sports 

Complex with the understand-

ing the town of Taylorsville 

will reimburse Smith Coun-

ty District 3 for the payment. 
The board also approved a 

payment out of corrections 
in the amount of $838.88 to 

Gulf Guaranty Employee Ben-

efits for medical claims, and 
approved allowing Puckett 
Machinery to perform diag-

nostics on a Cat Motor Grader 
for District 1. The diagnostics 
rendered a quote in the amount 

of $27,411.10 to recondition 
the transmission with an un-

derstanding it could increase 
once they tear down the trans-

mission. 

Prior to going into a sec-

ond closed executive session 
to discuss litigation, the board 
announced Monday, February 
18, will be a county holiday to 
celebrate Presidents’ Day. The 
next Smith County Board of 

Supervisors Meeting is sched-

uled for Tuesday, February 19, 

at 9:00 a.m.

Supervisors discuss economic development grants

Lynnetta Cooksey and Jennifer Buford with the East Cen-

tral Planning and Development District discuss economic 

development grants with the Board of Supervisors.

Wreck on Hwy. 35 claims life of two year old
By Brenda Ingram

SCR Editor

 A one vehicle accident on 
Monday, February 4 has 
claimed the life of two year 
old Curneshea Robinson of 

Forest, MS.
  According to MHP Public 
Affairs Officer Andy West, 
the vehicle was traveling 
south bound on Hwy. 35  

north of Raleigh when the 

driver, 40 year old Anthony 

Robinson also of Forest went 

off the west bound shoulder 

over corrected and rolled the 
vehicle. The car, a 1997 Ford 
came to rest in an upright 
position in the north bound 

lane facing east. Robinson 
was ejected and transported 
to UMC via AirCare. Two 

year old Curneshea, who was 

a passenger in the back seat 
was also ejected and prou-

nounced deceased via trans-

port. Three other passengers, 

including two children were 
also transported to UMC 
with moderate injuries. 

  None of the victims were 
wearing seatbelts except one 
that was in a carseat.

By Brenda Ingram

SCR Editor

The county shows, Dis-

trict and now Dixie National 
Roundup shows have come 
to an end for the season and 

again Smith County 4-H and 

FFA exhibitors have done an 

outstanding job showing their 

livestock projects and for 
some, placing in the Sale of 
Champions. The sale will be 

held this Thursday, February 

7.

The county has one pig in 
the sale. It was county bred 
and exhibited by Graci and 

Luke Sullivan, Smith 4-H. 

They are the children of Chris 
and Jessica Sullivan of Mize.

Anna Beth and Aimry 

Blackwell, Raleigh FFA ex-

hibited the American Reserve 
Steer. Anna Beth and Aimry 

are the daughters of Hollis and 

Fleeta Blackwell of Raleigh.
Kylie Roberts, Smith 4-H, 

has two steers in the sale along 

with her Reserve Champion 

lamb. She exhibited the Cham-

pion American and Champion 
Heavyweight European steer. 

Kylie is the daughter of Jenni-

fer Roberts of Magee.

Faith and Jake Sullivan 

exhibited the Reserve Cham-

pion English Steer. Faith and 

Jake are the daughter and son 

of Josh and Kim Sullivan of 

Mize.
Britton Holland, Simpson 

4-H, is the daughter of Tanya 

and Marty Patterson of Ra-

leigh and Chad Holland of 

Magee. She exhibited the Re-

serve Grand Champion Hamp-

shire and the Grand Champion 

Yorkshire pig.

As of press time, the goats 

had not shown.  

Smith County exhibitors place in Sale of Champions

JACKSON, Miss. – Today 
State Auditor Shad White an-

nounced his office returned 
over $350,000 to Mississippi 
taxpayers on Thursday after 

investigations by the Missis-

sippi Office of the State Au-

ditor determined public funds 
were stolen or misused. Sig-

nificant amounts were recov-

ered from John Cullen, Mary 
Washington, and Jerome Wy-

att.

 • The State Auditor’s Of-

fice recovered approximately 
$126,000 in January from for-
mer CEO of Payliance, John 
Cullen. He received a demand 
letter after Payliance took 
economic development funds 
from the Mississippi Develop-

ment Authority and relocated 
to Ohio without creating jobs 
in Mississippi. This case has 
been paid in full.

 • Mary Washington was is-

sued a demand after she paid 

“tithes” to multiple church-

es using public money in her 
position as Chancery Clerk of 
Noxubee County. The Audi-

tor’s office has recovered all 
funds misused by Washington.

 • Special Agents from the 
Office of the State Auditor 
arrested Jones County Super-

visor Jerome Wyatt in October 
2018 after he was indicted for 
fraud and embezzlement. He 
allegedly approved fraudulent 

overtime payments and took 

money from a youth mentor-

ship program and from the 

scrapping of a County-owned 
vehicle. Wyatt has repaid the 
full amount of the demand 

issued to him, but criminal 
charges are still pending.
 “As your state auditor, noth-

ing is more gratifying than 

returning money to the tax-

payers. Returning stolen mon-

ey means a community might 
have another police car or park 
or new school textbooks,” said 
State Auditor Shad White. “I 

will continue to work to not 
only identify embezzlement 
and fraud but also to put mon-

ey back where it belongs.”
 Since being appointed in 
July 2018, State Auditor Shad 

White has issued demands 

for approximately $3 million 

in stolen or misspent public 
money on behalf of Mississip-

pi taxpayers. Once recovered 
by the Auditor’s office, the 
money is returned to the agen-

cies, counties, municipalities, 
or other government entities 

to which it belongs.
  Fraud and embezzlement 
can be reported to the Office 
of the State Auditor by calling 
1-800-321-1275

 

State Auditor returns money to Mississippi taxpayers


