
By Ron Manning

Smith County Economic 

Development Council Presi-

dent Joe Tally and Executive 

Director Charles Waldrup ad-

dressed Mayor Robert Miles 

and the Polkville Board of 

Aldermen at their meeting on 

Tuesday, May 21.  All of the 

aldermen were present except 

Alderman Jay Arender who 

was absent. Economic Coun-

cil President Tally advised the 

board that their northwest cor-

ner of Smith County has the 

most potential of anywhere in 

the county for economic de-

velopment due to their prox-

imity to Interstate 20 and the 

strong business districts in 

Rankin County. He advised 

the board State Senator Joey 

Fillingane had helped him 

obtain some funding for eco-

nomic development in Smith 

County and he planned to 

use the funds to purchase and 

prepare land for economic 

development opportunities. 

He stressed the importance of 

planning ahead and advised 

the board he would like for 

them to help him locate 40 

acres or more of good land in 

their area that Smith County 

can purchase and prepare for 

future economic development 

opportunities. Mayor Miles 

and the board expressed their 

appreciation for the presen-

tation and their interest in the 

Polkville area. Later in the 

meeting, Mayor Miles stated it 

was really nice to have a coun-

ty official address the board 
and he planned to begin invit-

ing a county elected official to 
each board meeting. 

Mayor Miles reported 

Polkville had scored a level 

5 on the MS Dept of Health 

rating on their water dept. for 

the 10th year in a row. Level 

5 is the highest rating and less 

than 10% of the towns in MS 

receive this rating. The board 

discussed damages to the town 

from the April tornado, and 

the proposed insurance settle-

ment. Mayor Miles reported 

they had roof damage at the 

library and a couple of storage 

sheds damaged in the storm. 

He said they had a $500 de-

ductible policy and the insur-

ance company was offering 

them about $7,500 to repair 

the damages. 

The board had a lengthy 

discussion on a problem with a 

box culvert on SCR 141. They 

stated the problem had been 

going on for a long time, and 

they were having a problem 

getting it resolved. A new con-

crete box culvert was installed, 

but loose dirt was placed in the 

area instead of packing dirt and 

every time it rains, it becomes 

a muddy mess that is impas-

sible for most vehicles, thus 

requiring a long detour around 

it. Mayor Miles reported he 

had discussed the problem 

with the state, but the state told 

him it was a county road and 

the county needed to take care 

of the problem. SCR 141 is in 

Smith County District 4 and 

Danny Arender is the supervi-

sor for District 4. The Reform-

er contacted Supervisor Aren-

der about the problem and he 

said the project was under the 

control of state aid, the county 

engineer, and the contractor, 

and the Reformer should con-

tact the county engineer for 

more information on the proj-

ect. Supervisor Arender did 

say the project was bid in Feb-

ruary of 2018, and awarded to  

JWB Construction, Inc. with a 

bid of $191,622.50. The board 

has addressed the contractor’s 

bonding company on prob-

lems with the project. The Re-

former contacted the county’s 

engineering firm, Engineering 
Plus of Meridian, and they re-

ported the contractor had not 

been making much of an effort 

to process the dirt, and was in 

liquidated damages and being 

held accountable. Additional-

ly, they said part of the prob-

lem was the wet weather and 

barricades being removed pri-

or to another layer of packing 

type dirt being placed over the 

existing wet-weak dirt. They 

said the contractor is being re-

quired to return to the project 

and correct it. 

   In other business, the board 

approved a resolution of au-

thorization to apply for a 

Small Municipality Grant in 

the amount of 150K for bridge 

and street repair with the un-

derstanding the grant may can 

be used for economic develop-

ment. 

  Fire Chief Melvin Wilson re-

ported the fire department had 
made 29 calls in 2019. Addi-

tionally, he reported their Jaws 

of Life machine was not work-

ing properly and he was look-

ing into a new one, but it could 

be expensive. He also advised 

the board they had a continu-

ing roof leak in the fire station 
office, and Mayor Miles ad-

vised him he would have the 

roofing contractor repairing 
the tornado roof damage at the 

library look at the fire station 
leak and provide them an es-

timate. 

  The next Polkville Board of 

Aldermen Meeting is sched-

uled for Tuesday, June 18.
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By Ron Manning

95% of the Mize third graders 

and 91.7% of the Taylorsville 

third graders scored pass-

ing grades on the MS Third 

Grade English Language Arts 

Assessment Test, which is 

among some of the highest in 

the state. No school in the state 

had a higher passing rate than 

Mize’s 95% rate, and only 12 

schools in the state reached 

that mark. Including these 12 

schools, only 22 schools in 

the state had a higher rate than 

Taylorsville’s 91.7% rate out 

of Mississippi’s 412 elementa-

ry schools in the state. 74.7% 

of the Raleigh 3rd graders 

passed the test. 86.1% of the 

Smith County District 3rd 

grade students passed the test 

which was just below the top 

10 districts in the state with 

district passing rates ranging 

from 94.1% to 87.7%. 

This test is commonly called 

the Reading Gate Test as 3rd 

graders need to pass it to move 

to grade 4.  The test began in 

the 2014-2015 school year and 

the requirements have been 

upgraded through the school 

years. The test is part of a pro-

cess beginning in kindergarten 

to improve literacy skills. It 

takes the learning skills from 

“learning to read” and equips 

students with the proper skills 

to “read to learn” by the time 

they enroll in the 3rd grade. 

The process requires every 

school district to provide a 

strong centralized focus on 

reading comprehension and 

retention. In addition to pro-

viding a strong reading-in-

tensive based curriculum, the 

district must provide an inter-

vention for students display-

ing a substantial deficiency in 
reading. 

According to the MS State 

Department of Education 

Website reporting the passing 

rates, Smith County’s District 

passing rate of 86.1% was the 

2nd highest rate of our neigh-

boring school districts. West 

Jasper led the region with an 

87.2% passing rate, followed 

by Rankin County at 83.5%, 

Jones County at 77.8%, Scott 

County at 74.3%, Covington 

County at 72.9%, Forest Mu-

nicipal at 68.1%, Simpson 

County at 67.6%, and Laurel 

Public at 61.4%. Contacted by 

the Reformer for a statement 

on the district and schools’ 

passing rates, District Admin-

istrator Chuck Jones stated, 

we are very proud of our stu-

dents and teachers for working 

hard to achieve these positive 

results.

Mize, Taylorsville score well on 

MS 3rd Grade Reading Gate Test

Polkville Board discusses ongoing issues with SCR 141

Joe Tally speaks with Polkville Board of Aldermen.

JACKSON—Attorney General 

Jim Hood joined a group of 51 

attorneys general in urging the 

U.S. Department of Education 

(DOE) to automatically forgive 

the student loans of veterans who 

became totally and permanently 

disabled in connection with their 

military service.

 Last year, DOE identified 
more than 42,000 veterans as eli-

gible for student loan relief due to 

a service-related total and perma-

nent disability. However, fewer 

than 9,000 of those veterans had 

applied to have their loans dis-

charged by April 2018, and more 

than 25,000 had student loans in 

default. Under federal law, DOE 

is required to discharge the fed-

eral student loans of veterans 

determined by the Department of 

Veterans Affairs to be unemploy-

able (or totally and permanently 

disabled) due to a service-con-

nected condition. Although DOE 

currently requires disabled vet-

erans to take affirmative steps to 

apply for a loan discharge, those 

steps are not required by law.

 Therefore, the letter calls on 

DOE to develop a process to au-

tomatically discharge the student 

loans of veterans determined by 

the Department of Veterans Af-

fairs to be eligible for such relief. 

The attorneys general suggest that 

while the automatic discharge 

process is in development, DOE 

should halt debt collection efforts 

targeting disabled veterans and 

clear their credit reports of any 

negative reporting related to their 

student loans. 

 “As attorney general, I have 

a responsibility to make sure our 

veterans, as consumers, are treat-

ed fairly on matters such as stu-

dent loan payments. There should 

be no pause in deciding whether 

to help our veterans in this way,” 

General Hood said. “These hon-

ored citizens have had their lives 

completely changed as a result of 

their sacrifice and duty to our na-

tion, and it is only right that we 

relieve them of this additional 

burden.”

 The attorneys general note 

that the federal government has 

taken some steps to make it eas-

ier for eligible veterans to secure 

student loan relief. According to 

their letter, however, an automatic 

discharge process that gives in-

dividual veterans an opportunity 

to opt out for personal reasons 

“would eliminate unnecessary pa-

perwork burdens and ensure that 

all eligible disabled veterans can 

receive a discharge.”

 “Proposals for automatic dis-

charges with opt-out rights have 

bipartisan support in Congress 

and among leading veterans’ ad-

vocacy organizations,” the let-

ter states. The veterans groups 

supporting such proposals have 

included: Vietnam Veterans for 

America, Veterans Education 

Success, The Retired Enlisted 

Association, High Ground Ad-

vocacy, and Ivy League Veterans 

Council.

AG calls for discharges of student loans for disabled veterans

TAYLORSVILLE — South-

ern Pine Electric Cooperative 

recently received recogni-

tion in the 2019 Spotlight on 

Excellence national awards 

program, sponsored by the 

Council of Rural Electric 

Communicators [CREC] 

and the National Rural Elec-

tric Cooperative Association 

[NRECA]. Southern Pine re-

ceived the gold award in the 

Best Special Large Publica-

tion Category for Jan Collins’ 

book, “Making Life Better, the 

Story of Southern Pine Elec-

tric Power Association,” the 

80-year history of the coop-

erative. Jan serves as Director 

of Executive Services at the 

co-op.

Southern Pine was recog-

nized for its outstanding ac-

complishment during a nation-

al conference held in Houston, 

Texas.

The Spotlight on Excel-

lence Awards program recog-

nizes the best communication 

and marketing efforts by elec-

tric cooperatives and related 

organizations. Entrants com-

peted with electric coopera-

tives of similar sizes in sixteen 

categories. Electric coopera-

tives submitted nearly 640 en-

tries for the 2019 Spotlight on 

Excellence Program. Faculty 

members from the University 

of Missouri – Columbia and 

University of South Carolina, 

as well as noted profession-

als in the fields of marketing, 
web design and digital com-

munications, and newspapers, 

judged the event, using a finite 
scoring system to determine 

the winners.

NRECA represents more 

than 900 rural electric cooper-

atives, serving approximately 

42 million Americans, across 

50 percent of the nation’s 

landscape.

Southern Pine wins National Award for History Book

Since State Representative Mark Tullos’s correspondence with the MS Dept of Transpor-

tation in January, the MDOT has been doing some major projects on Smith County’s state 

highways. In the above photo, the MDOT was resurfacing Highway 35 South in Mize in close 

proximity to Mize Attendance Center on Tuesday, May 28.              Photo/Ron Manning


