
USPS NO. 273040 VOlUme 128 • NUmber 50 • bay SPriNgS, mS                   WedNeSday • december 12, 2018 • $1.00   (leSS by SUbScriPtiON)

“Committed to Keeping Jasper County Informed and Growing Since 1890”

Jasper County News

by carOl eVaNS,
JcN Staff Writer

The City of Bay Springs 
held a regular meeting on 
December 4. 

During the meeting Alder-
man Bob Cook suggested 
that the Jasper County News 
feature a picture of the dif-

ferent employees of the city 
with their job descriptions. 
There are so many people 
who work behind the scenes 
to keep the city functioning 
that the public is not aware 
of, and the pictures will pro-
vide this information to the 
public.  The Board approved 

this suggestion.  Carolyn 
Buckley was present to an-
swer questions and took a 
picture of the Bay Springs 
Mayor J.E. Smith and the 
Board of Aldermen. 

Aaron Dees and Larry Bar-
rett, representatives of BBI 
which currently provides 
software used by the city, 
gave the Board a computer 
software update.  Dees and 
Barrett explained that even-
tually the software the City 
uses will have to be updated 
to meet technology needs 
and support in the future.  Al-
derman Jimmy Knox and Al-
derman Ron Keyes talked to 
the visitors about being able 
to pull up spreadsheets with 
specific data and wanted to 
make certain current soft-
ware could be programmed 
to do this on the  present sys-
tem.   Before making a final 
decision on updating, several 
Board members are going to 
Ellisville to look at how their 
system works, which is also 
managed by BBI.  

Alderman Steve Breland 
voiced concerns about the 
extension cords running 
across the sidewalk in the 
play area near the Neco 
parking lot.  He suggested 
the cords be moved to avoid 
someone tripping on them.  
Mayor Smith said that he 
would make certain the cords 
are moved.  

Alderman Ron Keyes 
brought to the Board’s atten-
tion that the road continues 
to wash away because of wa-
ter flow near the property of 
Barbara Brown.  In order to 
fix the problem, permission 
is needed to go onto private 
property.  Keyes said the   

frOm Staff rePOrtS
Pets are very special to a lot 

of people; in some instances, 
they are some people’s entire 
lives.  

Anthony Whitehurst of 
Louisiana was traveling Sun-
day from Houston, Texas, to 
Glaston, Alabama, when a 
tragedy occurred.  Whitehu-
rst fell asleep at the wheel in 
Jones County and ran off I-59 
near Laurel.  The accident 
damaged his vehicle, but one 
of the worst things that could 
have happened in Whitehurst’s 
mind did.  His faithful service 
dog, Chili, was spooked dur-
ing the accident and ran away.  

Several eye-witnesses told 
Whitehurst that Chili had bolt-
ed into the woods after the ac-
cident happened.  Whitehurst 
searched all day, but couldn’t 
find the dog.  Sunday evening 
he even stayed with his car in 
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The Jasper County Sher-
iff’s Department is still inves-
tigating the assault and sexual 
assault of a local woman. 

The department was 
alerted about the assault of 
62-year-old Edith Black-
ledge by officials at the Uni-
versity Medical Center in 
Jackson last Saturday night 
around midnight (December 
1).    Blackledge was found 
unresponsive at her residence 
located on Highway 18 in the 
Antioch Community during 
the very early hours of last 
Friday morning, November 
30.  

Jasper County Sheriff 
Randy Johnson held a press 
conference about the incident  
and ongoing investigation 
Friday morning at the Jasper 
County Sheriff’s Department 
in Bay Springs.  Johnson ex-
plained that his department 
is working diligently on the 
case that has left minimal 
leads to a suspect.  

“We received a call Satur-
day night around midnight by 
UMC officials that a sexual 
assault and a physical assault 
had occurred against Ms. 
Blackledge.  She was unre-
sponsive at the time, and was 
still unresponsive when we 
received this information,” 
Johnson said Friday.  “We’ve 
constantly been in touch with 
the Blackledge family. They 
are cooperating, and they are 
asking for the community’s 
prayers, our prayers, and our 
help. We are doing everything 

we can to try and solve this.”
Johnson went on to ex-

plain that an officer from the 
department went to UMC on 
the Saturday night that the 
department was alerted to the 
situation.  At that time, Black-
ledge was unresponsive.  The 
following Tuesday, he was 
notified that she had opened 
her eyes, but could not com-
municate because she was on 
a ventilator.  Wednesday and 
Thursday the department vis-
ited again but was not able to 
gain much information from 
Blackledge about the assault 
due to the severe condition in 
which the assault left her. 

“Wednesday, my officer 
went back to the hospital, 
but due to medical conditions 
right now, she is unable to 
really answer the questions 
we need her to communi-
cate with us.  We went back 
yesterday (Thursday) with 
a female officer from Jones 
County, and again attempted 
to contact her (Blackledge) 
and get some information, 
and she was still struggling 
answering our questions,” 
said Johnson.  

Johnson indicated that his 
department is working sev-
eral different leads and is 
looking into several different 
people of interest, but at this 
time, the department has very 
little to go on.  Evidence has 
been turned over to the Mis-
sissippi Crime Lab in Jack-
son, but Johnson said he was 
unsure when those results 
would come back to him.  
He does want the citizens of 
the county to know that they 

should be aware of their sur-
roundings, and help is needed 
with this investigation.

“We do have some leads, 
and we are going to follow 
those leads out.  We’ve sent 
all the evidence to the crime 
lab, but we really don’t know 
when we will get informa-
tion back from them because 
they stay so busy and are 
short-handed.  But, we hope 
to hear something this week 
because they told my investi-
gator they would look at this 
because this is a very heinous 
crime and there’s the idea that 

somebody is still out there.  
That is where we are at now,” 
he explained.

“We just want to let the 

community know that we do 
need their help. They need to 
be aware that we have a very 
dangerous person in our com-
munity somewhere.  Please 
let us know if you noticed 
or notice anything especially 
around the Antioch Com-
munity, even if you think it’s 
small and doesn’t have any-
thing to do with it.  We are 
needing the information that 
we can get. Do not open your 
home to people you don’t 
know, and if you see some-
thing or hear of something 
out of the way, please call us.  
Be aware of your surround-
ings and be aware of who is 
close by.  If you see a strange 
vehicle in the area, get the tag 
number and call us.”

Johnson described the hap-
pening as a “tragedy that took 
place in a close-knit commu-
nity where people try to look 
out for each other.”

Jasper County News vis-
ited Sheriff Johnson again on 
Tuesday.  Johnson indicated 
that Blackledge’s physical 
condition is improving, but 
that the department is still 
trying to secure information 

from her or others about the 
incident.  

“She is doing a lot better, 
but still has not been able to 
tell us much.  A lot of people 
who go through something as 
traumatic as this, they can’t 
recall it.  Sometimes it takes 
a while,” he said.  “Everyday, 
we have been working this.  
The investigators and I have 
talked about this every day.  
We are in constant contact 
with the family seeing how 
things are or if they have any 
ideas, just like we are with 
the public.  Anybody that has 
information, regardless how 
small it may appear to them, 
let us know.  I’d rather run 
down a dead end than miss 
something we may need.” 

The family of the victim 
is offering a $5,000 reward 
to anyone that has informa-
tion that leads to the arrest 
and conviction of the suspect 
or suspects involved in the 
crime. Anyone with informa-
tion can contact the Jasper 
County Sheriff’s Department 
at 601- 764-3050 or East 
Mississippi Crime Stoppers 
at 855-485-8477.
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A local man has been ar-
rested on drug charges and 
may face additional conse-
quences for allegedly selling 
drugs near a Federal building.

Reginald Payton, 35, was 
taken into custody by the Jas-

per County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment last Wednesday during 
a warrant serving.  He was 
charged with two counts of 
sale of a controlled substance 
(crystal meth).  One of the 
charges was enhanced due 
to Payton allegedly selling a 
controlled substance in front 
of the Bay Springs Post Of-

fice.  
“We got warrants on him 

and investigators made the 
arrest,” said Jasper Coun-
ty Sheriff Randy Johnson.  
“With him selling in front of a 
Post Office, that is like selling 
near a school or church and 
could enhance the penalty he 
receives.”

JCSD searching for leads on local woman assault

GREAT GIFT IDEA
4 Grill With Base  
4 Side Shelves 
4 Ash Tool  

4 Grid Lifter 
4 Made In The USA
4 20 Year Warranty

SALE $797
MSRP $1032

Bay Springs 601-764-2161
Ellisville 601-477-3312

PRIMO 773 ALL IN ONE CERAMIC KAMADO ROUND GRILL

Jasper County Sheriff Randy Johnson spoke at a press con-
ference Friday about the assault of 62-year-old Edith Black-
ledge of the Antioch Community.  During the conference, 
Johnson urged anyone with any information to contact JSCD. 

Man nabbed on drug charges

‘Chili’s Christmas Miracle’

Jasper County Sheriff’s Department Investigator and dog handler R.H. Stockman (right) and 
two deputies from the Jones County Sheriff’s Department were all smiles Tuesday afternoon  
with Anthony Whitehurst and Chili, Whitehurst’s service dog, after locating the dog after a 
long search near I-59 in Jones County.  Photos Courtesy/Jones County sheriff’s DePartment

Shelby Rhiann Doolittle has been selected by Sylva-Bay 
Academy’s secondary faculty as the school’s DAR Good 
Citizen The DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) 
Good Citizen program and scholarship contest is intended 
to encourage and reward the qualities of good citizenship.  
The program is open to all senior class students enrolled in 
accredited public or private schools.  The student selected 
as the school’s DAR Good Citizen must have the qualities of 
dependability, service, leadership, and patriotism. Shelby is 
the daughter of Buddy Doolittle and Cindy Doolittle, both of 
Bay Springs.

Anthony Whitehurst shares a sip of a drink with his service 
dog, Chili, following a long search for the dog in Jones County. > >  Continued on page 2-A

Bay Springs Board addresses water, 
road issues at first meeting of month

Doolittle named DAR Good Citizen

 > >  Continued on page 3-A


