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ROOFING

“We’ve got you covered!”

• FREE Estimates

• Residential and Commercial

• Lifetime Limited Warranty

• 15-yr. Warranty on 

   Labor and Shingles

• Financing Available

  601-319-7857Laurel, MS • Hattiesburg, MS
www.coxroofingms.com
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“Happy New Year!”

Chris McDaniel’s 14th annual “Just Say 
Merry Christmas” turkey giveaway

VISIT US ONLINE AT SOUTHERNFURNITURE.ORG • BESIDE THE NEW LEGACY GMC

CHESTS
$99

MATTRESSES
$79

TV STANDS
$79

Rocker ReclinerRocker Recliner

$$189189

SofasSofas

$$299299

Do Not Miss ThisDo Not Miss This

 Year End Clearance Event! Year End Clearance Event!

Queen Queen 
Upholstered Upholstered 

BedsBeds
$$129129

WE HAVEWE HAVE  

24 MONTHS 24 MONTHS 
INTEREST FREEINTEREST FREE
FINANCING FINANCING OROR  

NO CREDIT CHECKNO CREDIT CHECK
FINANCING!FINANCING!

Hattiesburg  • Petal • Purvis • Laurel • Columbia • Richton • Meridian 7
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Start the
New Year

on the
Right Foot!

TOTAL FOOT CARE CLINIC

www.TOTALFOOTCARECLINICS.com

Call the specialists today!  We look forward to serving you!
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PAYNE PORTABLE BUILDINGS
601-426-9484

601-319-3555

FINANCING AVAILABLE!
Office located at 342 Maxey Rd.

Hwy. 84 W. • Laurel, MS

HUGE INVENTORY SALE!
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Area gang issues to be 
addressed at meeting on 
January 11 in Laurel
By Kevin Williamson

Anyone following the local news of the 

Pine Belt recently has to be somewhat trou-

bled by the number of crimes being reported 

in our area during nearly every weekly news 

cycle. The reports of felony crimes, such as 

shootings, armed robberies, aggravated as-

saults, burglaries, arrests for the sale of con-

trolled substances, and other unlawful acts 

are not confined to any one city or neighbor-
hood – every surrounding county is being af-

fected to some degree.  

Some area residents believe there is an 

underlying reason for the disturbing number 

of crimes being committed in Jones County 
and neighboring counties . . . gang activity. 
It has not been discussed a lot publicly to 

this point, but that is changing. A group of 

concerned residents, led by Laurel City Coun-

cilman Jason Capers, is coordinating efforts 
to help escort the targeted individuals of our 

area away from gang affiliation and toward 
a more productive way of life. Capers is also 
a pastor at Christ’s Church in Laurel. Other 
community leaders, including Laurel Mayor 

Johnny Magee, have attended at least one 
meeting to learn more about how they can 
help. 

Part of the purpose of The Coalition for 
Unity & Non-Violence is to assist local law 

enforcement authorities and school systems 
in educating local youth (and adults) about 
the dangers of gang affiliation and in the pro-

cess make our communities better places to 
live.  

“We are tying to get people to work to-

gether to alleviate the violence,” stated Ca-

pers at a recent meeting. “It’s different to roll 
up your sleeves and do something versus just 

observing that things are wrong. We can’t 
fix this problem with just a city ordinance, 
or just at the schoolhouse or just at church 

– we’re approaching this from multiple an-

gles.”

Different groups are being formed within 
the Coalition, such as the direct outreach 
group or the public outreach group, with vol-

unteers being asked to help with the various 

assignments necessary to assist the Coalition 
in being the most effective in its mission to 
inform the public about gang issues and help 

rescue gang members to a better way of life. 
The Coalition is assembling some volun-

teers to speak to students on school campus-

es, while others may travel with area young-

sters to summer camps where they can learn 

about viable trade careers and also receive 

encouragement and instruction on how to 
make the right choices in life. 

“It’s a way to take young people out of 
their typical environment and have others 

Some local citizens will be meeting on Janu-
ary 11 to discuss ways to decrease gang-re-
lated activities in Jones County. Many of 
them believe that putting gang members 
behind bars is not the only solution to re-
solving the problem. 

The Jones County Republican Women will 
hold their monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
January 8 at noon at The Gables Event Cen-

ter, 1919 Bush Dairy Road, Laurel.  Guest 
speaker will be Gerard Gibert, vice chair-
man to the inaugural Board of Directors of 

the MS Lottery Corporation.  The event is 

open to guests and the media.  The Jones 
County Republican Women meet the sec-

ond Wednesday of each month.  The club is 

open to women members and men as asso-

ciate members. 

For more information: 601-422-7575 or 
jcrw.laurel@gmail.com. 

JC Republican Women to meet January 8

----- Continued on P. 2 -----

Bank robbery investigation ongoing

By Linda Cranford
As a way to make a statement against the 

war that was raging on Christmas in 2005, 
when companies were forbidding their 

employees to say “Merry Christmas” and 
instead instructing them to say “Happy Hol-
idays,” State Senator Chris McDaniel started 
the “Just Say Merry Christmas” turkey give-

away. 

Fourteen years later, thanks to McDaniel 

and others, the tradition continues.  
Hundreds lined up around the West 

Ellisville First Baptist Church early Satur-
day morning, December 21 to say “Merry 
Christmas” and be handed a turkey through 
the window of their vehicle.

James Holifield and his wife, Sarah, were 
the first in line. “We got here at 6:45 a.m.,” 
said Holifield.

“This is a special event for us,” said Mc-

Daniel, “not only to give us a chance to em-

phasize Christ in Christmas and say, ‘Merry 
Christmas,’ but it’s a chance to give back to 
the community.”

McDaniel said he would not be able to do 

this every year if it wasn’t for the help of 
his friends including Tommy Barnett, Gerald 
Wade and Jack Fairchilds, who were with 
him at the beginning.  Thanks also went to 

Richard Conrad, Kelvin Smith, Don Harkness 
and Michael Shotwell for their unwavering 

help.  

Barnett said that since about the third 
or fourth giveaway, the children have been 

helping to hand out the turkeys.

“This is an opportunity for them (the chil-
dren) to learn the true meaning of Christ-
mas,” said Barnett.

“There are so many things out there that 

tend to divide us,” said Fairchilds.  “This is 

----- Continued on P. 2 ----

As of press time for the 
Laurel IMPACT on Thursday, 

December 26 (early to press 

this week), law enforcement 
officials were still investi-

gating an alleged armed 
robbery that occurred at a 

bank in Laurel. Laurel Police 

Department Chief Tommy 
Cox said that one person 
has been arrested. Other 
arrests could follow. 

LPD officers responded to 
a report of armed robbery 

on Tuesday, December 17 at 
First State Bank located at 

1808 Highway 84 West. The 
call came in just before 1:00 
that afternoon. 

It was reported that the 

victim was walking into the 
bank to make a deposit 

---------------------- Continued on P. 4

Thank you to all our customers for your business during the past year.  
It was an honor and a privilege to serve you.  We look forward to 

serving you even more and better in 2020.

•HARDWARE •FURNITURE 

•APPLIANCES •FLOORING •RENTAL 

•BUILDING SUPPLIES •GIFTS

Bay Springs - 601-764-2161
Ellisville - 601-477-3312


