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JACKSON -The Mississip-

pi Transportation Commission 

on Tuesday announced fund-

ing for 163 Emergency Road 

and Bridge Repair Fund (ER-

BRF) projects.

Totaling $250 million, the 

approved projects will repair 

or replace 200 bridges severe-

ly restricting mobility, includ-

ing 99 that are currently closed 

and another 91 that have post-

ed weight restrictions.

City and county govern-

ments received $213 million 

for projects on local roads. 

The Mississippi Department 

of Transportation (MDOT) re-

ceived $37 million for projects 

on the state highway network.

“The Transportation Com-

mission unanimously ap-

proved the selected projects 

from a pool of 690 applica-

tions totaling nearly $1 bil-

lion,” said Commissioner 

Mike Tagert, Northern Trans-

portation District. “Although 

all applications contained im-

portant projects, those award-

ed will provide greatest benefit 
to the state’s crippled infra-

structure.”

Applications were received 

between November 14 and 

December 14 last year. Proj-

ects were chosen based on 

metrics that took into account 

bridge condition, project read-

iness, traffic volume, mobility, 
and economic impact. Each 

application was analyzed and 

ranked based on these metrics 

and other criteria established 

through joint meetings with 

the ERBRF Advisory Board 

as well as survey information 

received from local govern-

ments.

“The Transportation Com-

mission worked closely with 

MDOT and the advisory board 

to ensure the most effective 

statewide allocation of funds 

which improves public safety 

and strengthens Mississip-

pi’s economy,” said Commis-

sioner Tom King, Southern 

Transportation District. “The 

selected projects will replace 

closed and posted bridges, 

reopening many agricultural 

and commerce corridors as 

well as providing safe passage 

for emergency vehicles and 

school buses.”

The Emergency Road and 

Bridge Repair Fund was cre-

ated by the Mississippi Infra-

structure Modernization Act 

(MIMA) of 2018, which was 

signed into law during the 

2018 Special Legislative Ses-

sion. It authorized issuance of 

up to $250 million in bonds to 

repair public roads and bridges 

in the state.

“While we were not able 

to fully fund the $1 billion in 

requested applications, it is a 

start to addressing the state’s 

critical infrastructure needs,” 

said Commissioner Dick Hall, 

chair, Mississippi Transporta-

tion Commission. “We want 

to thank Gov. Bryant and the 

legislature for this is a step in 

the right direction. However, 

we need sustained funding to 

address all deteriorating bridg-

es and crumbling roadways.”

Smith County was not on 

the list for any funding. Jasper 

County showed one bridge, 

CR 8, on the list.

Mississippi Transportation Commission 

announces funding for bridge repair

Dangers of kids and cell phones
By Ron Manning

The Weems Mental Health 

Center based in Meridian has 

a regional office in Raleigh to 
provide mental health services 

to Smith County, and they pro-

vided the Smith County Board 

of Supervisors their annual 

budget, funding, and service 

report at the Board of Super-

visors meeting on Tuesday, 

January 22. The Weems Office 
Supervisor in Smith County is 

Cassie Courtney and the office 
has 8 full time and 2 part time 

employees. Ms. Courtney was 

joined by the Weems Mental 

Health Center Director Mau-

rice Kahlmus and Chief Op-

erating Officer Lori Walton 
for the report. They reported 

Smith County contributed 

$20,840 to Weems in 2018, 

and the total Weems budget 

for Smith County in their fis-

cal year from October of 17 

through September of 18 was 

$637,147. Weems reported 

they provided 546 individu-

als in Smith County with ser-

vices during their fiscal year. 
The supervisors and Sheriff 

Charlie Crumpton expressed 

strong appreciation to Weems 

for their services to the county. 

Board Vice-President Dwight 

Norris conducted the meet-

ing, as Board President Benjie 

Ford was absent. District 1 Su-

pervisor Kenny Cain was also 

absent, but VP Norris, District 

4 Supervisor Danny Aren-

der, and District 5 Supervisor 

Howard Hammons provided 

the board a quorum. 

The board approved the 

Sheriff’s 2nd quarter budget 

allotment in the amount of 

$300,000. Per the request of 

Sheriff Crumpton, the board 

approved Marie Mathis’ at-

tendance at an Emergency 

Medical Dispatch Course at 

a cost of $389, and approved 

Donald Ivy’s attendance at a 

Negotiations and Talk Tac-

tics Class for dispatchers at a 

cost of $300. The board also 

approved the sheriff’s request 

to hire Landon Ates as a part 

time deputy. Additionally, the 

board approved a lease pur-

chase agreement with Trust-

mark National Bank for the 

sheriff to purchase 2 2019 

Silverado 1500 V8 Pickups 

@ $30,459.45 each with the 

total lease purchase being 

$60,918.90 for a 60 month term 

@ 3.05% for a monthly pay-

ment of $1,096.45. The Trust-

mark lease interest amount 

was the lower of 2 quotes.  

In addition to approving the 

sheriff’s 2nd quarter budget 

allotment, the board also ap-

proved the tax assessor’s 2nd 

quarter budget allotment in 

the amount of $110,320.’ Me-

lissa Walker with the Justice 

Court provided the Board a 

report for December, and she 

advised the Board the Sher-

iff’s Department had issued 

41 tickets, the Highway Patrol 

had issued 166 tickets, Game 

and Fish had issued 2 tickets, 

and MDOT had issued 5 tick-

ets. She reported the Justice 

Court collected $15,328.27 in 

December with $7,419.12 pro-

vided to the county, $7,743.30 

sent to the state, and $149.50 

designated for the Law Li-

brary. 

EMA Director Heather 

Easterling provided the board 

a report on some problems 

with radio transmissions and 

received the board’s approval 

to seek quotes on both above 

ground and below ground fi-

ber optic lines to improve 

county communications. Per 

the request of District 1 Su-

pervisor, the board approved 

the salvage of concrete piec-

es from the property of Paul 

David Thornton on Highway 

37 for use as rip rap. Per the 

request of District 2 Supervi-

sor Dwight Norris, the board 

approved his emergency re-

pairs contracted with Grant 

Blakeney to repair a portion 

of SCR 9 that was washed out 

during the recent heavy rains. 

Per the request of the Board 

Accountant Clerk, Kathy 

Scott, the board approved add-

ing a payment in the amount of 

$629 to the claims docket for S 

& R McLaurin Trucking Com-

pany for hauling clay gravel 

out of District 3, and approved 

the following amendments to 

the budget: An amendment 

to District 3 in the amount of 

$5,147.10 for reimbursement 

for diesel fuel from Economic 

Development, an amendment 

to District 5 in the amount of 

$21,618.20 for reimbursement 

for labor and machine rent, 

an amendment to Local Fire 

in the amount of $1,480 for 

reimbursement from Sorey 

Dirt Service for an 18 wheel-

er overturned on Hwy 531, 

and an amendment to Local 

Fire in the amount of $1,560 

for reimbursement from BDG 

Trees for damage to a gas line 

in Raleigh. 

In other business, the board 

approved several utility per-

mits including a permit from 

A T & T on SCR 35, a per-

mit with Southern Pine Elec-

tric on SCR 99, and a permit 

from the Center Ridge Water 

Association on SCR 33 be-

tween SCR 83 and SCR 19, 

approved a request from Terry 

Ellis and Sharon Ellis Hud-

dleston to purchase a ½ page 

ad in the amount of $125 for 

the 2019 North/South All-Star 

Basketball Program Book, and 

approved school bus turn-a-

rounds for Beats 1, 2, 3, and 5. 

Per the request of Smith Coun-

ty Economic Development, 

the board approved the bid 

from Gavin Herrin of Sum-

rall for debris removal in the 

amount of $46,800. Per the re-

quest of Chancery Clerk Cin-

dy Austin, the board accepted 

the Smith County Committee 

List with changes for the East 

Central Planning and Devel-

opment District. 

Following these actions 

and discussions, the board 

adjourned their meeting. The 

next Smith County Board of 

Supervisors Meeting is sched-

uled for Monday, February 4, 

at 9:00 a.m.

Parents please read this 

about sexting, sextortion, lur-

ing, child porn, cyber bullying 

and predators that was taught 

at the Advocates For Freedom 

crime symposium in Gulfport.

It started with David Allen, 

Chief of Investigations for 

Waveland, MS Police Depart-

ment saying, “You are going 

to want to take a bleach bath 

when we are done.”

He was right. But you need 

to know this anyway.

Here are some of the points 

Allen and Investigator Chris 

Duff made:

-There is a generation gap. 

We don’t understand what our 

kids see and do online. Our 

kids take advantage of our ig-

norance.

-70 percent of all cell 

phones have naked pictures. 

The biggest problems are 5th 

and 6th graders.

-Girls learn their body is 

currency. They will send na-

ked pictures to win a boy. 

-Sexting is prevalent in the 

culture of teenagers. Sending 

nude pictures is a part of mat-

ing culture.

-They say everyone else 

is sending pictures. Kids are 

more scared of losing face 

than of police or parents, so 

they do it, too.

-We have become desensi-

tized as a culture to pornogra-

phy. 

-Girls send naked pictures 

to strangers and “online boy-

friends.” They want the atten-

tion from men.

-Girls have an online boy-

friend they confide in and tell 

all of their secrets too. They 

talk every day and he tells her 

how beautiful she is. Then her 

first heartbreak comes from 
eventually discovering the 

fake profile of a pedophile.
-Boys trade naked pictures 

like baseball cards. Boys and 

girls trade the pictures while 

bashing each other. Even if 

they are doing the same thing.

-A kid with a cell phone or 

tablet has access to the whole 

world and the whole world has 

access to them.

-Sexting with a stranger can 

lead to sex trafficking 
- “Good kids” may collect 

nude pictures 

-Kids say things behind the 

keyboard that they will never 

say in real life.

- Sextortion begins with 

sexting and someone uses that 

to extort naked pictures or vid-

eo. 

The Pedophile says, “Send 

a naked picture or I will tell 

your friends and parents about 

what you have done.” Scared 

of getting caught, the victim 

sends a picture, but it doesn’t 

stop and the victim is in deep-

er. 

-Pre-teens and teenagers 

don’t make the best decisions 

and are easily manipulated. 

-Child pornography is sex 

trafficking. 
-Pedophiles and sex traf-

fickers are hunters and mas-

ter manipulators. They know 

what to say to lure kids. They 

go where the prey is, so they 

are everywhere kids are — 

from the online games and 

social media to schools, malls 

and playgrounds. 

-Predators know what to 

say. “Your parents don’t un-

derstand you. They treat you 

like a child. I will treat you 

like a grownup. No one cares 

about you like I do.”

-Pedophiles are also com-

ing after boys and will pretend 

to be a girl to get them to ex-

change naked pictures. 

-Pedophiles and predators 

use fake accounts because 

they know being a 48-year-old 

man asking for naked pictures 

would never work. 

-Kids are more scared of 

parents, teachers and police 

than they are of the predators.

Tips for Parents:

-Don’t use cell phones or 

tablets as babysitters.

-Let kids know they can 

tell you anything. No punish-

ment. No judgment. Kids need 

adults who understand they 

want to talk to someone. 

- Report to police. Even if 

you block the predator and cut 

all contact. He may be gone 

from your life, but he won’t 

stop and will do this to another 

girl. Save this from happening 

to the next kid.

-Snatch up their cell phones 

and check them. Look at all 

of the apps. They don’t have 

a right to privacy on their 

phones.

-Again, if someone is com-

ing after your kids online, 

report them. The laws have 

toughened up for these crimes.

-Watch out for other kids 

and fight for them like you 
would fight for your own kids.

Supervisors hear report from Weems Mental Health

DYW to be held on Saturday, January 26 

at Taylorsville High School Auditorium
The Smith County’s Dis-

tiguished Young Women Class 

of 2020 features eight young 

ladies from Raleigh, Taylors-

ville and Mize High Schools. 

The program will be held 

on January 26 at the Taylors-

ville High School Auditorium  

beginning at 7pm. Tickets are 

$10 and will be available at the 

door.

Smith County Livestock hosts successful show and sale

By Brenda Ingram

SCR Editor

Smith County 4-H and FFA 

exhibitors had another suc-

cessful year as they closed the 

season here at home and will-

now be headed to the District 

and Roundup shows in Jack-

son. For the seniors this will 

be their last show season.

Despite the terrible weather 

on Saturday, the kids and par-

ents trudged through the rain 

and wind to get their animals 

into the showring. 

Kylie Roberts took top hon-

ors with her Grand Champi-

on steer, which weighed in at 

1175 lbs. 

Bree Boykin, showed the 

Grand Champion and Coun-

ty Bred champion hog. He 

weighed in at 220 lbs.

Carolyn Robertson showed 

the Grand Champion lamb 

which weighed 136 lbs.

Taylor Phillipson, held the 

title of Grand Champion goat. 

Reserve Grand Champions 

were Anna Beth Blackwell 

who exhibited her 1390 lb. 

steer, Marley Thornton ex-

hibited her 276 lb. hog. Jamie 

Robertson exhibited a 172 lb. 

lamb and Jake Sullivan exhib-

ited the Homegrown Champi-

on steer which weighed 1075 

lbs.

Congratulations to all the 

exhibitors for a successful 

show year.


