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In only his first term and 
fourth year as Sheriff of Jasper 
County, Randy Johnson has 
earned an esteemed honor and 
position voted on by Sheriff 
peers across the state of Missis-
sippi.  

While at the Mississippi 
Sheriff’s Association Confer-
ence held last week in Biloxi, 
Miss., Johnson was elected 
president of the Mississippi 
Sheriff’s Association. Through-
out the state, 79-of-82 Sheriffs 
are members of the association 
that serves all Sheriffs in the 
state.   The mission of the as-
sociation, established in 1981, 
is to represent and support its 
members through professional 
development, meetings to en-
courage cooperation and open 
communication, and to provide 

support of legislation that as-
sists law enforcement.

Johnson, who has been cho-
sen as vice-president of the 
association the previous two 
years, considers it a great honor 

to be named president of the as-
sociation.  

“I’m thrilled to death and 
honored for them to have the 
confidence in me to stand up 
and speak on behalf of the Sher-

iffs of this state.  They are the 
highest law enforcement of-
ficers in their counties, and I 
respect them dearly,” Johnnson 
said of his peers.  “I know what 
our job is, and I know some of 
these guys have been in there for 
20 to 25 years.  This is my first 
term as president, and for them 
to have that confidence in me to 
speak on behalf of the Sheriffs 
of this state is a great honor.  

“I look forward to it; look 
forward to meeting with the dif-
ferent association committees 
throughout the state and going 
to legislature and meeting with 
the leaders at the Capitol about 
upcoming laws and issues that 
we, as Sheriffs, have in the state 
that we need some relief on.”

Johnson said some of the is-
sues the Sheriff’s Association  
has been working on and will be 
working toward include: men-
tal illness inmates in the county 

jail systems and adverse affects, 
regional jails [which can hold 
state inmates] that should be 
holding state inmates to sup-
port past building projects for 
those facilities instead of those 
inmates being sent to private 
institutions, and speed radar for 

county departments.  
Johnson has been in law 

enforcement for a total of 35 
years.  Before becoming Sher-
iff of Jasper County, he worked 
with the Mississippi Bureau of 
Investigation and the Missis-
sippi Highway Patrol.  
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A liquor sales referen-
dum will appear on the Jasper 
County Second Judicial District 
[western side of the county] 
ballot during the August 6, 
2019, primary election.  

The measure, in a non-par-
tisan format, will appear on 
the primary ballot and absen-
tee ballots.  The option to cast 
votes on the referendum was 
unanimously approved by the 
Jasper County Board of Super-
visors Monday during a special 
meeting at the Jasper County 
Courthouse in Bay Springs. 

The referendum comes as a 
result of a petition spearheaded 
by Bay Springs resident Jordan 
Holder in March.  According 
to Jasper County Circuit Clerk 
Billy Rayner, Holder needed 
1,381 verified Second Judi-
cial District petition signatures 
to float the referendum to the 
Board of Supervisors for a vote.  
Residents exceeded the require-
ment with 1,422 signatures on 
the petition. The petition had 
to be presented to the Board no 
more than 60 days prior to the 
primary election for it to appear 

on that ballot without the need 
for a special election.  

“We certified the signatures 
in groups, so we have individual 
certifications of the signatures.  
And, we have a summary of sig-
natures also,” Rayner explained 
to the Board Monday morning.  
“They had previously wanted to 
submit the petition Friday, but it 
would have been 61 days until 
the primary, and they agreed to 
wait until today so we wouldn’t 
have to call for a special elec-
tion, and that saved us expenses 
with a special election.”

Holder expressed, following 
the vote of the Board Monday 
morning, his thoughts on local 
liquor sales and how it could 
positively affect the area’s eco-
nomic development arena in 
numerous ways.

“I think we’ve got an eco-
nomic development problem, 
and I think it is just one more 
thing to make it more advanta-
geous for businesses to come 
in and for companies that need 
employees in Bay Springs.  
Basically, having more things 
to do, having more variety for 
whatever you can offer to your 
employees; it’s just more ad-
vantageous for them to move 
here, stay here, and work here.  
I think it is just one more thing 
that will help,” Holder said of 
local liquor sales.  “Where I 
work, we bring people in all the 
time, and I think it would be re-
ally good for restaurants.  There 
is a lot of profit in it.  It gives 
restaurants coming in a bigger 
leg to stand on, so to speak.  It’s 
for development purposes.”

Holder went on to explain 
that since he began the petition 
process in March he has had a 
lot of help, and he has noticed 
a positive attitude from citizens 
about the issue.  

“A lot of people have helped, 
and a lot of business owners let 
us put it [the petition] on their 
store fronts.  Then, there were 
just a lot of people that want to 

see it happen who helped,” he 
mentioned.  “The majority of 
the people we have talked to 
have been positive.”

The measure presented to 
Second Judicial District voters 
on the August primary ballot 
will appear: 

“Petition For Alcoholic Li-
quors Referendum -  Should 
the sale, distribution, and pos-
session of alcoholic liquors be 
permitted in the Second Judi-
cial District of Jasper County 
as provided in Chapter 1, Title 
67, Mississippi Code Annotated 
(1972).”

Voting options on the mea-
sure will be:

“• I vote FOR coming out 
from under the dry law in the 
Second Judicial District of Jas-
per County.”

“• I vote AGAINST coming 
out from under the dry law in 
the Second Judicial District of 
Jasper County.”

The First Judicial District of 
Jasper County [eastern side of 
the county] has not been under 
a dry law for some time.  

According to statute, a pub-
lic notice of the liquor referen-
dum will have to appear in the  

Jasper County News for three 
consecutive weeks, on July 3, 
July 10, and July 17.

“We have to run a notice 
three times in the paper, and 
we can’t have an election until 
at least 15 days have elapsed 
from the date of the first pub-
lication,”  explained Board At-
torney Ricky Ruffin.  “We will 
be more than 15 days before 
the election from the first pub-
lication, and actually we will 
be more than 15 days from the 
final publication date.  So, that 
will comply with the statute.”

If the petition fails in August, 
according to Rayner, Holder has 
an option of presenting the peti-
tion to the City of Bay Springs 
like neighboring Smith County 
Town of Raleigh recently did in 
a passing vote to approve liquor 
sales.  

“Even though the City of 
Bay Springs is under 5,000 
population, it is the County 
Seat.  It failed county-wide in 
Smith County, and then it went 
to the city level.  That’s how 
they got it in Raleigh; it being 
the County Seat,” he said.

The Jasper-Smith County 
FSA Office is seeking nomi-
nations for the 2019 County 
Committee (COC) elections.  

The election will be held 
in Local Administrative Area 
(LAA) 4 this year, which is 

located in Jasper County, and 
is described as the part of the 
county located east of the 
Jasper-Smith county line and 
south of Highway 18E to Tur-
nerville, then south of CR 16 
to the Clarke County line.  

Eligible voters have the 
right to nominate candidate(s) 
of their choice.  Nomination 
forms may be obtained at the 
Jasper-Smith County FSA Of-
fice located at 20 E 8th Ave, 
Bay Springs, MS or by visiting 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

The nomination period be-
gins June 14, 2019, and each 
form must be:

•Limited to 1 nominee.
 •Signed by the nominee, in-

dicating willingness to serve, 
if elected.

•Postmarked or delivered 
to the County FSA Office no 

later than August 1, 2019. 
Any nominee should be 

currently engaged in the op-
eration of a farm or ranch and 
be well qualified for commit-
tee work.

A producer is eligible to 
be a County FSA Committee 
member if the producer lives 
in the LAA up for election and 
is an eligible voter.  County 
FSA Committee members may 
not hold positions in certain 
farm and commodity organi-
zations if these positions pose 
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The Jasper County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved a petitioned referendum for liquor sales in the Second 
Judicial District of Jasper County to appear on the August 6, 2019 primary election ballot for voters.  Photos/heath Walley
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Bay Springs Alderman Ron 
Keyes of Ward 4 will host a 
quarterly meeting on Monday, 
June 17, 2019.  The meeting 
will be held at First Baptist 
Church, Bay Springs, at 6 

p.m.  
All Ward 4 residents are 

encouraged to attend. 
For more information, con-

tact Alderman Keyes at 601-
670-0847.  

Ward 4 meeting planned Sylva-Bay Academy had fine seasons on both the baseball 
field and football field, and two SBA coaches have earned 
high honors for accomplishments with their teams.  Head 
baseball coach Cole Holden (left) was selected MAIS District 
3-AA Baseball Coach of the Year, and head football coach 
Terry Underwood (right) was named MAIS District 3-AA Foot-
ball Coach of the Year.  Holden led the baseball Saints into the 
postseason where they ended the season with a 9-9 overall 
record (5-3 in district).  Underwood compiled a 10-3 record, 
and led the Saints all the way to the South State title game.

SBA coaches chosen 
tops in District 3-AA

USDA-FSA seeks nominations for COC elections
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Rain quickly dampened 
the 2019 Hammerhead Brick 
Street Derby early last month, 
but race coordinators are ex-
cited to announce the event 
will be picked back up from 
then this Saturday evening.  

Downtown Bay Springs 
will be filled with derby cars 
and drivers of all ages at the 
2019 Hammerhead 500 Brick 
Street Derby on Saturday, 
June 15. The derby, in its sev-
enth year and resumed from a 
rained-out race on May 4, will 
kick off at a later than in the 
past time at 6 p.m. 

There will be  youth kit 
class races, adult and youth 

open class races, and colle-
giate competition.

Competition will be fierce, 
especially with the fact that 

cash prizes are on the line.
The annual event is put on 

by the Bay Springs Chamber 
of Commerce.

“The first cars will begin 
to roll at 6 p.m.,” said Cham-
ber Board President Donald 
Brown.  “We ask that every-
body come out and support 
our racers and local businesses 
on race day.  It’s always a fun 
event for everybody involved 
and for everybody that comes 
out to the race.”

If you have never experi-
enced a Hammerhead Brick 
Street Derby, make plans to at-
tend and expect thrilling races.  
The event never ceases to pro-
vide exciting entertainment for 
the entire family.  

Postponed Hammerhead Derby to resume Saturday

A Hammerhead Brick Street 500 racer fights driving in a 
heavy rain at the event that first kicked off early last month.  
The races were postponed until June 15.  Photo/Zach BuckleyBay Springs resident Jordan 

Holder presents the liquor 
sales petition to the Board 
Monday morning.  

Sheriff’s Association elects Johnson new president

Jasper County Sheriff Randy Johnson last week was elected  
president of the Mississippi Sheriff’s Association.  Tuesday, 
he began looking over Sheriff’s Association committees and 
goals the association hopes to accomplish. Photo/heath Walley


