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A Jasper County woman 
has been jailed and charged 
with domestic aggravated as-
sault after allegedly striking 
a man in the head with the 

butt-end of a billy-club and 
trying to run over him with 
his car.

Jasper County Sheriff 
Randy Johnson said the 
Memorial Day weekend 
throughout the county was 
relatively quiet, as far as ille-

gal activity, until the depart-
ment received a call early 
Sunday morning about the 
aggravated assault.

Renotta Sharee Hamil-
ton, 37, is accused in the al-
leged aggravated assault of 
36-year-old Thomas Reed of 

Forest, Miss.  
“We received a call Sun-

day morning around 4:20 
a.m. about a male that had 
been struck by an automo-
bile on Highway 15 North 
between Louin and Mon-
trose.  My deputies went to 
the scene with one investi-
gator.  When he got there, 
he was told that Mr. Reed 
had been struck in the head 
and had been struck by an 
automobile, and had been 
transported to South Central 
Regional Medical Center in 
Laurel,” Johnson explained. 
“He [the investigator] was 
told that Renotta Hamilton 
had allegedly caused the in-
juries to Mr. Reed; that they 
were involved in an argu-
ment.  I think they are con-
sidered ‘dating,’ and that’s 
why it is being considered a 
‘domestic.’

“She allegedly hit Mr. 
Reed with the baton first, and 
from what we understand she 
then got in the vehicle and 
tried to strike him and missed 
him, and then did strike him 
[with the vehicle].

Johnson went on to ex-
plain that the victim had been 
released from the hospital 
with a serious head wound 
and possible broken ribs.  He 

said he understood the victim 
is to follow up with a physi-
cian at the University of Mis-
sissippi Medical Center in 
Jackson.  

The Sheriff further talked 
about the seriousness of the 
alleged crime.

“It’s very serious.  It’s ag-
gravated assault.  It’s when 
you could cause death or se-
vere injury with a weapon,” 
he said.  

Hamilton has appeared 
in the Jasper County News 
jail docket before on misde-
meanor charges and over the 
past several weeks as ‘serv-
ing weekend.’  Johnson ex-
plained that she had a num-
ber of misdemeanor charges 
and had been serving that 

time through a Judge order 
on the weekends.  Since the 
aggravated assault incident 
occurred, Johnson said he 
had received several calls 
from residents of the com-
munity about Hamilton, and 
those residents were won-
dering why she had been re-
leased from jail and was only 
serving time on weekends.  

“With her being in and 
out, we don’t arrest her; 
she’s serving weekends - so 
many days - and the Judge 
was allowing it on weekends.  
That’s why she shows up ev-
ery Friday in the booking 
system, and she is released 
every Sunday,” he explained.  
“I don’t have anything to 
do with that.  I don’t have 
anything to do with bond; I 
don’t have a say-so on that.  
It looks like she’s being ar-
rested every weekend, but 
what she was doing was 
serving time for a previous 
misdemeanor set up through 
Justice Court.”

Jasper County Justice 
Court Judge Marvin Jones  
Tuesday set Hamilton’s bond 
in the alleged aggravated as-
sault incident at $125,000.  
She is still being held in the 
Jasper County Jail.  

Southern Pine Electric Co-
operative recently received 
recognition in the 2019 Spot-
light on Excellence national 
awards program, sponsored 
by the Council of Rural Elec-
tric Communicators [CREC] 
and the National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association 
[NRECA]. Southern Pine re-
ceived the gold award in the 
Best Special Large Publica-
tion Category for Jan Collins’ 
book, “Making Life Better, 
the Story of Southern Pine 
Electric Power Association,” 
the 80-year history of the co-
operative. Jan serves as Di-
rector of Executive Services 

at the co-op.
Southern Pine was rec-

ognized for its outstanding 
accomplishment during a 
national conference held in 
Houston, Texas.

The Spotlight on Excel-
lence Awards program rec-
ognizes the best communi-
cation and marketing efforts 
by electric cooperatives and 
related organizations. En-
trants competed with elec-
tric cooperatives of similar 
sizes in sixteen categories. 
Electric cooperatives submit-
ted nearly 640 entries for the 
2019 Spotlight on Excellence 
Program. Faculty members 

from the University of Mis-
souri – Columbia and Univer-
sity of South Carolina, as well 
as noted professionals in the 
fields of marketing, web de-
sign and digital communica-
tions, and newspapers, judged 
the event, using a finite scor-
ing system to determine the 
winners.

NRECA represents more 
than 900 rural electric co-
operatives, serving approxi-
mately 42 million Americans, 
across 50 percent of the na-
tion’s landscape.
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Gilmore announces run 
for Constable District 1

I, Daniel Gilmore, would 
like to announce my candi-
dacy for Jasper County Con-
stable District 1.

I am a life-long resident of 
Jasper County.  I am the son 
of Kenneth and Lillie Gilm-
ore of Heidelberg.  I am mar-
ried to my best friend, Vone-
sha Dubose Gilmore.  We 
have three amazing kids, Dar-
ren, Tra’Dell, and Danielle.  I 
am a member of Shady Grove 
Missionary Baptist Church. 

 I started at the age the age 
of 17 serving my community 
by joining the Heidelberg Fire 
Department.  I began my law 
enforcement career in 2007 
with the Jasper County Sher-
iff’s Department.  During the 
is time, I received, special-
ized training in Criminal, 
Narcotics, and Forensic Ar-
son Investigation.  I currently 

serve our county as Criminal/
Arson Investigator.

My ambition is to find 
common ground and build 
from there.

Your support and vote 
would be greatly appreciated 
on August 6, 2019.  

*Paid Political Advertising

I, Cola Payton Shelby, 
am announcing my run for 
Chancery Clerk.  

I am the wife of Jeffery 
Shelby and mother of Jaliyah 
and Jamel Shelby.  I am the 
daughter of Peggy Payton 
and the late John Edward 
Payton, grand-daughter of 
the late Otis Payton, Cora 
B. Cook and Pat Gammage, 
and great grand-daughter of 
the late Dessie B. and Pecola 
Newell Young.  

I am a dedicated mem-
ber of New Zion Mission-
ary Baptist Church in Bay 
Springs.  

I graduated from Bay 
Springs High School and 
continued my education at 
Alcorn State University and 
William Carey University 
receiving a Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree in Elemen-
tary Education, Counseling, 
and Administration.  I am 
currently employed in the 
Newton Municipal School 
District where I’ve served as 

a Teacher, Counselor, Prin-
cipal, and Assistant Super-
intendent.  I currently serve 
as the Federal Programs Di-
rector where I write grants, 
monitor, and disburse the 
Federal funds for the District.  

Jasper County has two Ju-
dicial Districts, Bay Springs 
and Paulding, each having 
a separate Courthouse in 
which separate records are 
maintained for each District.  
The Chancery Clerk’s posi-

tion has a wide variety of du-
ties and responsibilities.  The 
Chancery Clerk’s position 
consists of the following:  
Custodian of Public Land Re-
cords, Clerk of the Chancery 
Court, Clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors, County Auditor 
and County Treasurer, Youth 
Court, and Collector of De-
linquent Real Estate Taxes.  I 
will be committed to bring-
ing “A New Voice for Posi-
tive Change” for all of these 
duties and responsibilities in 
Jasper County as the Chan-
cery Clerk.  

I have lived my entire life 
in Jasper County and have 
been an active member in 
the community.  I am very 
compassionate about moving 
all of Jasper County in the 
right direction as your next 
Chancery Clerk for better re-
sults.  My focus is to expose 
our residents to resources 
that we have missed for so 
many years.  I am willing to 
go above and beyond for this 

County where I have invested 
all of my life.  It would mean 
the world to me to be your 
next Chancery Clerk. 

I am asking for your vote 
and support in this election.  
I promise to bring a “New 
Voice for Positive Change” 
in all of Jasper County.  If 
elected, I will work tremen-
dously hard and go beyond 
my duties and responsibili-
ties to get the job done for 
Jasper County.   I am a fo-
cused, well-rounded, com-
mitted, honest, experienced 
and dedicated person who is 
willing to give 100 percent to 
all of Jasper County.  

Again, I am asking for 
your support and vote on Au-
gust 6, 2019.  Let’s make the 
right decision for the Chan-
cery Clerk’s position by vot-
ing, Cola Payton Shelby.  I 
want to move Jasper County 
in the right direction for a 
“New Voice for Positive 
Change.”

*Paid Political Advertising

Shelby announces Chancery Clerk candidacy

On May 31 and June 1 at 
Bay Fest in Bay Springs, the 
Good Samaritan Center will 
be accepting non-perishable 
food items for their Soup 
Kitchen and Food Pantry to as-
sist hungry families in the Pine 
Belt Area. This time of year, 
marks a critical time for Good 
Samaritan’s food programs.

“Donations begin to drop 
off in April, but demand un-
fortunately doesn’t. Giving 
tends to be strong during the 
holidays, but tends to decline 
in late Spring and the Sum-
mer months, the time when we 
most need the support to feed 
over 100 children per day that 
come through our Soup Kitch-
en when school is out,” says 
Executive Director, Kathy 
Clem.

Since serving its first few 
meals in 1994, the Good Sa-
maritan Soup Kitchen has 
become a beacon of hope 

and compassion for countless 
families in the Pine Belt expe-
riencing food insecurity. With 
no income restrictions, it has 
welcomed both the chronical-
ly poor and those experiencing 
temporary financial setbacks. 
Additionally, it is Jones Coun-
ty’s only community kitchen.

Offering more than just a 
hot meal, the mission of the 
Center is to serve families in 
emergency crisis situations. Its 
social services program offers 
clothing items through their 
resale store, NUTS – Neat 
Used Things for Sale, helps 
guests with referrals to other 
community services and as-
sists families and individuals 
with groceries through their 
food assistance program to 
help them during the process 
of applying for SNAP benefits, 
which can sometimes take 
more than 30 days.

After 25 years, the soup 

kitchen continues to demon-
strate the ongoing challenge 
of hunger and best practices in 
food emergency program ser-
vices. This Food Drive event 
at Bay Fest commemorates all 
who have stepped up to serve 
the community and met chal-
lenges head on, and made a 
difference in the lives of Pine 
Belt families, who have sought 
relief and nourishment at the 
Good Samaritan Soup Kitchen 
since 1994.

The Soup Kitchen wel-
comes all to participate in the 
Bay Fest Food Drive. If you 
would like to volunteer or 
have questions about our most 
needed items, contact Sybil 
Sprouse at sybilsprouse@
goodsamaritancenter.org or 
601-425-2666. To make online 
donations to support the work 
of The Good Samaritan Cen-
ter, visit http://www.goodsa-
maritancenter.org.

Good Samaritan Center to 
hold ‘Bay Fest Food Drive’

Southern Pine wins national award

By James pugH,
impaCt sports
sports601.Com

Following in the footsteps 
of two senior teammates – 
Conner Hicks and Andrew Nix 
– Cayleb Dyess will extend 
his baseball career beyond the 
high school level. The Stringer 
infielder signed with Meridian 
Community College Tuesday 
morning inside Stringer High 

School’s Gymnasium. 
Hicks and Nix signed with 

East Central Community Col-
lege and Jones College, re-
spectively, before the 2019 
season. 

“I worked hard [to get 
here],” said Dyess. “The offers 
didn’t come for me early on. 
Towards the end of the season 
though they started to come in. 
I feel accomplished now that 

all the hard work has paid off. 
I’m excited. This has been a 
dream come true to play at the 
next level.”

Together with his team-
mates, Dyess, Hicks, and Nix 
led Stringer to the MHSAA 
Class 1A Championship se-
ries. Finishing the 2019 sea-
son 25-12, Stringer fell two 
games short of the capturing 

Stringer High School’s Cayleb Dyess is the third product from the Red Devils 2018-19 
baseball team to sign a baseball scholarship.  He inked with Meridian Community College 
Tuesday morning.  Pictured are (seated, from left) Angie Dyess, Cayleb Dyess, Brannon 
Dyess; (standing, from left) SHS coach Chandler Blakeney, SHS head coach Wade Weath-
ers, Landry Dyess, and SHS coach Charlie Fall.  Photo/James Pugh
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