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The Stringer Red Devils 
are headed to the MHSAA 1A 
State Championship after tak-
ing games one and three over 
Hamilton in the South State 
series.  

Game 1

Stringer was on point at 
the plate last Wednesday 
night during the opening 
game of the 1A South State 
baseball series against Ham-
ilton.  Cayleb Dyess blasted 
two homeruns, and Jackson 

Parker also belted a dinger for 

the Devils.  In fact, the entire 

team absolutely crushed the 

baseball in an 11-1 run-rule 
decision that ended after five 
innings of play in Stringer.

“We prepared to see one 
arm the past two days, and 
we saw another one today that 

was different than what we 

thought we’d see.  They didn’t 

freak out, and they responded.  

They just started off hot, and 

stayed hot the whole day,” 
Stringer head coach Wade 
Weathers said of his team fol-
lowing the victory. 

Stringer dealt out 12 hits in 
the short game.  

“We just kept scoring runs 
and getting hits; extra base 

hits, homeruns, doubles.  
That’s just a credit to our guys 
for sticking to an approach 

and executing a plan,” Weath-
ers continued.

Andrew Nix tossed a shut-
out game for Stringer through 
four innings.  After working 

out of an early jam in the top 
of the first that left Hamilton 
runners stranded on second 
and third, Nix went on to limit 
the Lions at the plate.  Dur-
ing his time on the mound, 

the senior fanned three, gave 

up only three hits [two in 

the first inning], and walked 
none.  Stringer’s defense was 
also stellar behind Nix on the 
hump.  

“He [Nix] went four [in-
nings], and we got him out 
of there so we might could 
possibly use him again in the 
series,” Weathers explained  
“You just get what you get 
with him.  He’s not going to 
overpower, but he is going to 
throw strikes.  He’s going to 
change speeds, has a really 
good curveball, and locates 
his fastball in and out, up and 
down.  He was able to keep 
his pitch count low, and that is 
when he is at his best.

“The defense made plays 

behind him.  We tell them if 
you make the routine play, 
you will have a shot to win, 
and tonight we made the rou-
tine play.” 

Stringer went to work 
quickly at the plate.  Cayleb 
Dyess blasted a solo home-
run to lead the game off in the 
bottom of the first.  Conner 
Hicks then walked, and Jack-
son Parker toasted a two-run 
homer to dead center to give 
the Devils a 3-0 lead before 
Hamilton got out of the frame.

In the bottom of the second, 
Evan Holifield got an infield 
hit, and with one out, Con-
ner Smith grounded through 
the center of the infield for a 
double that moved Holifield 
to third.  Dyess stepped to the 
plate again and roped a long 
ball way over the left field 
wall for a three-run homer to 
hand Stringer a 6-0 cushion. 

Nix and the Devils quickly 

sat down the Hamilton side in 

the top of the third.  

The Red Devils offense 
plated two more runs in the 
bottom half of the third.  Gun-

ner James earned a leadoff 

walk, and Holifield was hit by 
a pitch.  Hunter Burkeen put 

down a sacrifice bunt to move 
the runners [Omarion Bridges 

running for James and Ho-
lifield]. Smith sacrificed to 
score Bridges, and during his 
third trip to the plate, Dyess 
crushed a double off the left 
field wall to plate Holifield.

The Lions were sat down in 
order in the top of the fourth, 
and Stringer put up three more 
runs for an 11-0 lead in the 

bottom of the fourth.  Jack-
son Parker doubled to right 
field, and Jake Parker ripped 
a single to center to score his 
younger brother.  James then 
reached first on a throwing er-
ror, and Jake Parker stood at 
second.  Hamilton’s second 
baseman later booted a ball 
put into play by Holifield that 
scored Jake Parker.  Burkeen 
then bunted for a hit to load 
the bases with one out.  Smith 
hit into a fielder’s choice 
that punched out Holifield at 
third, but Bridges, running for 
James again, plated the elev-
enth run of the game for the 
Devils.

Jean Davis entered to pitch 
for Stringer in the top of the 
fifth.  He struck out two, and 
gave up a run, but later forced 
a grounder to short to end the 
game.  

Getting game one behind 
them with a win in the books 
was important to Weathers 
and his team.  

“It’s huge.  You don’t want 
to say you have a cushion, be-
cause you want to go sweep 
them right now.  But, we have 
given ourselves that breathing 
room to rest people like An-
drew Nix on the mound,” he 

mentioned.  “We’ll send Con-
ner Hicks out there [to pitch] 
tomorrow [Thursday] to try 
and win the series and go on.”

Game 3

After run-ruling Hamilton 
in game one of the South State 
series last Wednesday, the Red 
Devils, because of weather 
conditions, had to wait four 
days to resume play.    String-
er dropped game two [5-2] at 
Hamilton Monday evening, 
but the bats, particularly fresh-
man Jackson Parker’s, came 
back to life Tuesday night in 
Stringer, and the Red Devils 
run-ruled the Lions again in 
a 12-2, six inning contest to 
advance to Trustmark Park in 
Pearl. 

Stringer head coach Wade 
Weathers couldn’t be more 
proud of his team - one that he 

says is very deserving of their 

trip to the State Championship 

games.  

“They deserve everything 

they get.  These guys have 

done an outstanding job of 
getting to this point with peo-
ple telling them all year, ‘hey, 
you’ve got the same team 
coming back, and we’ll be 
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Stringer Red Devils headed to State

The Red Devils “dog pile” after taking the South State series over Hamilton Tuesday night 
in Stringer.  Stringer will face Smithville in the State Championship series. Photo/James Pugh
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I, Cheryl Turner-Gavin, am 
a native of Heidelberg, Mis-
sissippi, born to the late Clar-
ence and Lillian D. Turner 
in the Beaver Meadow com-
munity. At a young age, I de-
veloped a passion to rebuild, 
refine, and recharge; lending 
my efforts to bringing posi-
tive outcomes. I have always 
felt an inclination to help 
bridge the gaps of opposition 
and overcome differences 
with open mindedness and 
innovative thoughts. This 
unwavering energy remains 
within my heart, even today.

I am a master-mind in per-
severance a trait garnered 
from my mother, The Late 
Lillian D. Turner. My sib-
lings and I received many 
tangible lessons including 
hard-work, honor, and dedi-
cation. My mother’s legacy 
was established as she creat-
ed a productive and bountiful 
program that is functioning 
even to this date, the Jasper 
County Nutrition Center. Her 
vision for a better society 
was instilled into me, and it 
is my intent to share this vi-
sion with every citizen of Jas-
per County. I bring a wealth 
of knowledge, experience, 
and service in many super-
visory capacities. I currently 
serve in a supportive capac-
ity at the Pine Belt Mental 
Health Facility, charged with 
the health and well-being of 
others. I am also a consultant 
for many lucrative timber and 
land corporations, as well as a 

member of the Jasper County 
Federation of Democratic 
Women’s club.

I am married to Mr. Charles 
Clifton Gavin, Sr. and of this 
union, we have four (4) chil-
dren: Pastor Antroy D. (Dere-
ta) Gavin, Allen P. (Kayla)
Gavin, Bernadette J. (Andre) 
Gavin-Logan and Charles C. 
“Tim” Gavin, Jr. Our beauti-
ful and thriving children have 
gifted us with nine (9) grand-
children. As a candidate for 
the Beat 5 supervisory posi-
tion, I am committed to pro-
ductive and positive changes, 
and bettering the economic 
outlook for the Beat 5 area of 
Jasper County while provid-
ing assistance to others in our 
county. John Maxwell stated, 
“True direction for an organi-

zation is born with a vision. It 
begins when the leader accept 
it. It gains acceptance when 
the leaders models it. And it 
becomes a reality when peo-
ple respond to it.” I believe 
that our community have not 
lost it salt, for there is more 

that we must contribute. 
Matthew 5:13 teaches 

that, “You are the salt of the 
earth, but if the salt looses its 
saltiness, how can it be made 
salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to 
be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot.” This viewpoint 
gives a clear indication of my 
perspective of our commu-
nity. These thoughts fuel my 
desire to assist in creating a 
better tomorrow. Our school 
district, East Jasper School 
District, which encompasses: 
The New William J. Berry El-
ementary, Heidelberg Junior 
High, and Heidelberg High 
School have all made tremen-
dous strides in enhancing the 
quality of education afforded 
to all of our young citizens. 
I request each of you to pro-
vide our children and youth 
with purpose and the hope for 
a better tomorrow. Let’s en-
courage them to understand 
that extraordinary effort will 
yield extraordinary results. 
Norman Vincent Peale a great 
writer pens, “Become a pos-
sibilitarian. No matter how 
dark things seem to be or ac-
tually are, raise your sights 
and see possibilities- always 
see them, for they’re always 
there.”

I ask that on Tuesday, Au-
gust 6, 2019, we, together, 
make the decision that will be 
forever impactful to the trans-
formation of our future! Vote 
for Cheryl.
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Turner-Gavin running for Beat 5 Supervisor

Stringer senior Cayleb Dyess slaps hands with head coach 
Wade Weathers following one-of-two homeruns he hit in 
game one against Hamilton. Photo/Zach Buckley

Freshman Jackson Parker blasts a three-run homer against 
Hamilton in game three Tuesday night.  He also hit a two-run 
homer and had a walk-off hit for the win. Photo/James Pugh

Jasper County was well-represented at the 2019 South Central Spring Area Mississippi 
Homemaker Volunteer’s District Meeting. The theme for the event was “Hawaiian Luau.” The 
meeting was held on April 2,  2019 in Meridian.  The main speaker for the event enlightened 
the crowd on the new Mississippi Arts and Entertainment Experience located in downtown 
Meridian. Pictured (from left) are Doug Pertuit, Mildred Phillips, Ann Haden, Lena Pilgrim, 
Elaine Beatty, Leo Beatty, Nell Blackwell, Judy Russell, Katherine Saterfiel, and Fred Saterfiel. 

Jasper County News would 
like to retract a portion of 
an article made in the May 
8, 2019, edition front page 
story “Solid waste debacle 
continuing to grow.”  The 
wording in the article about 
the solid waste removal com-
pany, ADSI, and “fraudulent 

services,” continued on page 
two of the edition, and involv-
ing Jasper County Chancery 
Clerk Barabara Ravenhorst is 
retracted. 

Jasper County News apolo-
gizes for the error and hopes it 
has caused no inconvenience 
to parties involved.  

MHV’s enjoy successful district meeting

Retraction 


