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A group of local, concerned 
parents and citizens, many na-
ive to the program they were 
about to witness, were given 
the sheer truth, right down 
to the bone, at a recent semi-
nar held at the Jones College 
Jasper County Center in Bay 
Springs.  The pill was hard 
to swallow for many with the 
message they heard, but the 
crowd left the center all-the-
better knowing danger signs  
that their children could be in 
peril on a daily basis at only 
a fingertip’s touch away.  It 
happens anywhere and every-

where, even right here in the 
small world of Jasper County.  

Waveland Police Depart-
ment Chief Investigator and 
Cyber Crime Analyst David 
Allen, at the request of Jas-
per County Sheriff Randy 
Johnson, made his way from 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast to 
tell parents what they most 
likely did not want to hear, but 
needed to discover and digest 
quickly.  

Allen has spent much of his 
life in law enforcement.  He 
began his career as a deputy 
with the Maricopa Sheriff’s 
Department in Arizona, bet-
ter and widely known as a 
county tough on crime and 

one that had a “Tent City” for 
a jail started by former Sher-
iff Joe Arpaio.  Allen moved 
from Arizona to Waveland, 
Miss. and spent 16 years with 
the force as a patrolman, in-
vestigator, and the head of 
Waveland’s cyber crime unit, 
before becoming chief of the 
department in 2013.  Pres-
ently, without the chief tag, 
he solely specializes with the 
department as chief investiga-
tor and something that he has 
a vast and deeply experienced 
knowledge in tracking and 
investigating.  Cyber crimes. 
The violations of common 
day, considered to be many 
times serious criminals - old, 

young, and very young - that 
sit behind a computer or cell 

phone and prey on others. 
Allen’s program in Bay 

Springs primarily revolved 
around youth-on-youth cyber 
crimes and adult-on-youth 
crimes, which was quite jaw 
dropping to those in atten-
dance, especially considering 
the tender age of many of the 
victims and even the aggres-
sors he mentioned. Sexting, 
sextortion, luring, child porn, 
cyber bullying and predators 
were the main focus points at 
the gathering.  Many stories 
Allen told were investigated 
by him and the Waveland cy-
ber crime unit.  Many stories 
he relayed led to arrests, and 
there are many that he has seen 
in his experience with cyber 
crimes that have shockingly 
led to deaths of young people.

“This is a nasty subject mat-
ter,” Allen warned the group 
of people.  “That’s why we 
ask you not to bring children 

to this meeting. We have sepa-
rate, age appropriate programs 
for children in school.”

Allen went on to make the 
following points:

-There is a generation gap. 
We don’t understand what our 
kids see and do online. Our 
kids take advantage of our ig-
norance.

-70 percent of all cell 
phones have naked pictures. 
The biggest problems are 5th 
and 6th graders.

-Girls learn their body is 
currency. They will send na-
ked pictures to win a boy.

-Sexting is prevalent in the 
culture of teenagers. Sending 
nude pictures is a part of mat-
ing culture.

-They say everyone else 
is sending pictures. Kids are 
more scared of losing face 
than of police or parents, so 
they do it, too.
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A local couple recently wel-
comed a most precious gift into 
the world - a beautiful baby girl 
- that was born far from home.  
And, after being away from 
Stringer, Mississippi for 105 
days for a special procedure 
that led all the way to birth, the 
young parents and baby Parker 
Kate Avera are finally home and 
are well.

Taylor and Cole Avera dis-
covered at the end of last sum-
mer they would be welcoming 
a new life to the world, but the 
couple eighteen weeks into the 
pregnancy had to make a well-
thought-out decision about the 
delivery of their baby.  During 
an anatomy scan of the baby 
that was performed in Laurel in 
October, something just wasn’t 
right.  Cole and Taylor soon 
after visited a specialist in Hat-
tiesburg, and it was confirmed 
through another anatomy scan 
that their unborn baby had spina 
bifida.  

Spina bifida, or an open 
neural tube defect, is a devel-
opmental defect in which the 

spine is improperly formed.  
It occurs in 3.4 out of every 
10,000 live births in the U.S. 

and is the most common perma-
nently disabling birth defect for 
which there is no known cure.  

The defect commonly causes 
children to have abnormal func-
tion of their bladder, bowels 
and legs. 

Learning this information, 
Cole and Taylor went straight 
into parent mode during a very 
emotional time trying to ex-
plore any option that would be 
best for their unborn baby.

“We were scared to death.  
We were emotional.  We had 
done everything we thought by 
the books.  We didn’t under-
stand why, and we were just 
scared,” Taylor explained.    “It 
was a whirlwind like everything 
was good to everything was 
falling apart.”

The couple later, with a good 
understanding of what was go-
ing on and determined to give 
their child the best care pos-
sible, learned that they were 
candidates for an experimen-
tal fetoscopic surgery, in-utero 
neural tube defect repair, in 
which doctors close the defect 
while the child is still in the 
mother’s womb.  The procedure 
has proven decreased hydro-

cephalus where excess cerebro-
spinal fluid builds up within the 
ventricles of the brain and may 
increase pressure within the 
head. It also helps improve leg 
function compared to a postna-
tal repair, and reduces the need 
for a postnatal shunt.

The Averas searched for in-
formation about the procedure 
and finally landed on a decision 
that took them to Texas Chil-
dren’s Fetal Center in Houston.  

“We started doing our re-
search, and we came across vid-
eos of how they do this surgery 
at Texas Children’s.  The refer-
ral was sent, and by the next day 
someone from Texas Children’s 
was talking to us,” Taylor said.  
“In October, we went out there 
for consult, and on October 5th, 
they told us that we were candi-
dates [for the procedure].

“We were excited that we 
were approved for the surgery.  
We knew that we wanted to 
give Parker Kate the best out-
come that we could, and we 

From staFF reports
In a meeting last week, the 

Jasper County Board of Su-
pervisors gave the green-light 
to putting the county’s annual 
tax sale on the world-wide 
web.

Supervisors voted unani-
mously to approve a contract 
with GovEase, LLC to con-
duct the annual tax sales for-
merly held at Paulding and 
Bay Springs on the internet.  
The sales would be held in  
“auction” fashion, similar to 
commercial online sites like 
E-Bay.

“This is the best way for 
Jasper County to hold its an-
nual land sale,” said Tax Col-
lector Tim McRee.  “Since the 
legislature approved online 
tax sales, our crowd of buyers 
has dropped.   The online pro-
cedure would really simplify 
the workload for my office.”

GovEase, LLC, the rec-
ognized leader in the field by 
the Mississippi Assessor’s and 
Collector’s Association, has 
held sales for 42 Mississippi 
counties and is seeking con-
tracts with others.  

McRee said the online pro-
cess would dramatically re-

duce the workload in his office 
during tax sale time and has 
the potential to bring in more 
revenue for the county.  

In last year’s “old-fash-
ioned” sale, it took two full 
days to auction 956 tax-delin-
quent parcels, with Paulding 
(First District) on Monday and 
Bay Springs (Second District) 
on Tuesday.  Under the new 
law, each district sale would 
be required to start on the last 
Monday in August and is ex-
pected to be completed by the 
end of the day.

In the August, 2018 tax 
sale, McRee, as auctioneer, 
coaxed over-bids amount-
ing to $22,336, our roughly 
3.9-percent of the total sale 
amount.  In the last twenty-
five years, the over-bids, or 
additional money the county 
earns, has ranged from zero to 
$27,506 per year, varying with 
the energy of the auctioneer 
and the competitiveness of the 
bidders.

David Myers, Vice-Presi-
dent of GovEase, LLC, told 
the supervisors that past 
online sales in Mississippi 
have brought in an average 
of 12-percent of the sale to-

tals, yielding more money for 
county budgets.  

As in all auction sales, a 
commission is earned by the 
company for the service.  In 
their contract with the county, 
GovEase will charge 1.25-per-
cent of the total sale.  Based on 
last year’s numbers, this com-
mission would have amount-
ed to $4,757.  However, the 
amount of overbid – if the av-
erage holds true – would have 
put $40,955 in the county cof-
fers, almost double the previ-
ous year’s amount.

McRee said the county 
should have a larger bidder 
pool than ever before, since 
bidders can pre-qualify with 
his office, view the tax data 
online the weekend before the 
sale, and enter bids.  The bid-
der can then watch the sale, or 
participate, on any electronic 
device, including cell phones, 
tablets and computers.

“Bidders can participate in 
the sale from any device that 
has internet service, regard-
less of where they’re located,” 
McRee said.

Since the process will be 
even more convenient, McRee 
urges local citizens to become 

involved in the bid process, 
rather than having to spend 
two full days at the court-
house.   In years past, the ma-
jority of the major purchasers 
have been out-of-county com-

panies who sent representa-
tives to the sale – or not.

McRee said GovEase, LLC 
will hold convenient training 
sessions in the county for local 
bidders.  Also, the company 

maintains a web-site with in-
structions and training videos 
for reference.  The website ad-
dress is www.govease.com.
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Dangers loom in children’s electronic devices
Cyber bullying, sexting, sextortion, luring predators closer than you think; right at your child’s fingertips every day

Jasper County Tax Assessor/Collector Tim McRee browses through the GovEase website.  
GovEase, LLC will conduct future tax sales for the county online.  Photo/heath Walley

(From left) Waveland P.D. Cyber Crime Analyst David Allen, Sheriff Randy Johnson, and 
Stringer Attendance Center teacher Angie Abbey discuss cyber crimes and prevention.

Taylor and Cole Avera with their newborn daughter, Parker Kate, and Dr. Michael Belfort, fetal 
surgeon and OB/GYN-in-chief of Texas Children’s Pavilion for Women
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Couple enjoying life with baby following milestone, Texas surgery

County advancing technology with move to on-line tax sales
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A father and son have been 
arrested on separate sex crime 
related charges in the county 
during a time period of only six  
days.  

Richard Brandon Holmes, 
30, was taken into custody by 
the Jasper County Sheriff’s De-
partment on April 16.  Accord-
ing to Jasper County Sheriff 
Randy Johnson, he was arrested 
on a warrant at a residence in 
Newton, although he has been 
known to have taken up resi-
dences at times in several loca-
tions in Jasper County.  He is ac-
cused of the statutory rape of a 
14-year-old Jasper County girl.  

“About a month ago, we re-
ceived a complaint about an 

inappropriate relationship he 
[Richard Brandon Holmes] was 
allegedly involved in, and began 
an investigation.  Jasper County 
Sheriff’s Department and Child 
Protective Services took the 

child to Jackson for a forensic 
interview and gained enough 
evidence for a warrant,” John-
son said. 

Richard Brandon Holmes 
is still being held in the Jasper 

County Jail.
On April 22, Richard Kevin 

Holmes, 53, was arrested by the 
department at residence south of 
Stringer.  He was charged with 
failure to register under the sex 
offender registration law.  

Sheriff Johnson said that 
Richard Kevin Holmes had reg-
istered as a sex offender with the 
state, but had failed to register 
with the county.  

He was convicted of rape in 
Jasper County on August 28, 
1998, according to the Missis-
sippi Sex Offender Registry, and 
served a fifteen year sentence.  

Richard Kevin Holmes was 
released from the Jasper County 
Jail on April 23, on a $500 cash 
bond set by Jasper County Jus-
tice Court Judge Marvin Jones.
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Father, son arrested on separate sex crime related charges


