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The Jasper County Sher-
iff’s Department is still inves-
tigating the assault and sexual 
assault of a local woman, who 
was left severely beaten and 
unresponsive on Friday, No-
vember 30.  

The victim, 62-year-old 
Edith Blackledge, was found 
at her residence in the Antioch 
Community along Highway 
18 East outside Bay Springs.  
She was transported to South 
Central Medical Center in 
Laurel, and later to the Uni-
versity of Mississippi Medi-
cal Center in Jackson where 
she was placed on a ventilator.  

According to Jasper Coun-
ty Sheriff Randy Johnson, 

UMC officials contacted his 

An investiture ceremony 
for new Chancellor Robert 
Logan will be held January 4, 
2019, at 3 p.m. at the Newton 
County Courthouse in Deca-
tur.

Mississippi Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Bill Waller Jr. 
will administer the oath of of-
fice.

Chancellor Logan was 
elected without opposition 
in November to the  2nd 
Chancery District judgeship 
in which Chancellor H. Da-
vid Clark II has served since 

1989. Judge Clark, of Forest, 
will retire December 31.

The 2nd Chancery District 
includes Newton, Jasper and 
Scott counties.

Judge Logan previously 
served as attorney for the city 
of Newton, the Newton Mu-
nicipal School District and 
East Central Community Col-
lege and maintained a private 
law practice. He is a former 
member of the Board of Bar 
Commissioners. He earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in political science from the 

University of Mississippi and 
a law degree from the Univer-
sity of Mississippi School of 
Law.

Across the state, 42 new 
judges will take their oaths of 
office in ceremonies sched-
uled during the next three 
weeks. New judges include 
three new Court of Appeals 
judges, 20 new Chancery 
Court judges, nine new Cir-
cuit Court judges and 10 new 
County Court judges. New ju-
dicial terms begin on Jan. 1, 
2019.
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From small town Bay 
Springs all the way to Blacks-
burg, Virginia . . . a local foot-

ball standout will be making 
that his home for the next two 
years.  

Defensive tackle DaShawn 
Crawford proved himself at 
Bay Springs High School 

helping to lead the Bulldogs 
to the 2A State Championship   
game in 2016 before moving  
on to Jones College where 
he starred for the Bobcats the 

Bay Springs football standout 
taking talents to Virginia Tech

New Chancellor to take oath of office
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These two people are wanted for questioning by the Jas-
per County Sheriff’s Department in the investigation of a 
recent severe assault of a 62-year-old local woman.  

Bay Springs celebrates Christmas with annual parade

Bay Springs football standout DaShawn Crawford signed with the Virginia Tech Hokies Sat-
urday during the early national signing period for college football. Seated (from left) are DaL-
aken Crawford, DaShawn Crawford, Linda Crawford; standing (from left) are Jerry Craword and 
Linda Crawford.  Crawford will attend Virginia Tech beginning in January. Photo/Zach Buckley
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Wet weather conditions pushed the Bay Springs Christmas Parade forward a week from its original date to last Thursday.  The weather still was not in a very festive mood last week, but 
that still did not stop many parade-goers from celebrating at the much anticipated annual event.  Young and old gathered at the parade to see the lit floats, vehicles, and  local queens, and  
to collected a lot of smiles and candy.  Children at the parade were able to see Santa on the Bay Springs Fire Truck while he was visiting the area before his big night.    Photos/heath Walley
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Assault: JCSD searching for identities


