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Duty to take school superintendent reigns in January
n Buster Wolfe, Reporter

After Babette Duty graduated from 

Collins High School and William 

Carey University, her first job was with 
the Covington County School District. 

And beginning on Jan. 1, 2020, she 

becomes the district superintendent.

“This is my dream job,” Duty said. 
“This has been the only job I have ever 
had.”

Duty, who is the district’s assistant 
superintendent, has been a teacher, a 

special education teacher, principal, 

and a federal program director. So, 

while Duty might have seemed like an 
easy choice for the Covington County 

School Board, the board members 

went through 17 applications to replace 
Arnetta Crosby. They unanimously 

chose Duty.

The statewide search with help 
from the Mississippi School Boards 

Association brought candidates who 
came from different professional 

backgrounds and geographic areas. 
“I appreciate the fact that the School 

Board went 
t h r o u g h 

the hiring 

p r o c e s s 

with due 
diligence,” 
Duty said, 

saying the 

d e c i s i o n 

earlier this 

m o n t h 

g i v e s 

her a head start on the job. “I thank 
the Lord that I have three months to 
prepare for the job and to get a plan.”

Board President Lynn Smith said the 

application process was intense.
 “The board’s plans the whole time 

was to make sure we found the most 
qualified person,” he said. “Whether 
they were from Covington County or 
outside the county, we wanted to find 
the most qualified person, and we think 
we did that with Mrs. Duty.”

Smith said the school board was 
looking for three features in the 
candidates.

“The most important characteristic 

was leadership,” he said. “The second 
characteristic was that we really wanted 
someone that either had experience 

or the ability to put together strategic 

plans such as budgeting and facilities 

management—somebody who was 
really just a visionary.

“The third thing we were looking 
for was somebody that was strong 
in the academic area,” he continued. 
“After reviewing the applicants and 
doing interviews, Mrs. Duty was the 

strongest in all three of those areas, and 

that’s how we came to that decision.”
Both Smith and Duty said the 

learning curve for knowing the area 
and the employees, staff and personnel 

would be easy.
“The learning curve will definitely 

not be as steep because she knows a lot 
about the district already,” Smith said.

“I have a good relationship with the 
people in the front office,” Duty said. 
“We have some great people in the 

school district. I have worked with five 
superintendents in the past 26 years, so 

the learning curve will not be high.”

Duty said her number one goal 

would be to help each student to reach 
their potential, to educate the children, 

and to refocus the district’s objectives.

She is pursuing her Specialist in 

Instructional Leadership from WCU.

BABETTE DUTY

Russell says drought has gotten worse
n Buster Wolfe, Reporter 

Anyone who has been casting spells 
or doing special dances to bring rain 

to the Pine Belt area haven’t been 
successful lately, but state officials 
say summer crops were lucky this 
year.

In Covington County, Extension 
Agent Ellen Russell said northern 
and central Mississippi farmers were 
the most affected by the dry weather.

“Cattle producers are monitoring 

drought conditions closely as it 

can cause not 

only short hay 

supply, but it can 

seriously impact 

the establishment 

of winter annual 
forage crops 

and restrict the 

possibility for 

grazing,” she said. 
“Timber producers are more fire aware 
(especially because of the burn bans). A 

small fire can very easily start and spread 

in dry conditions.”
Homeowners who are worried about 

their lawns have begun irrigating them, 
Russell said.

“Please remember that lawns need to 
be watered early enough in the day so 
the foliage will dry before dark,” she 
said. “Grass left wet overnight increases 
the risk of disease. Insects can cause 
additional damage to lawns that are 
already under drought stress, so pay 

attention to your lawn and make plans to 
irrigate if you can.” (More on Page 2). 
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