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My name is Joel Houston, 

and I am asking for your vote 

for Smith County Sheriff.

My roots are in Smith 

County, where my parents, 

Janice Houston and the late 

Jody Houston, and my grand-

parents, the late Joe and Mil-

dred Houston, reared families 

and invested in our communi-

ty.  My wife, Anna Carpenter 

Houston, and I live with our 

two children, Huntlee and 

Collins, in Sylvarena. I am 

also a member of Sylvarena 

Baptist Church. 

I am a graduate of Raleigh 

High School, Jones County 

Junior College, The University 

of Southern Mississippi, and 

the Mississippi Law Enforce-

ment Officers Training Acade-

my.  With 14 years of law en-

forcement experience, starting 

as a Deputy Sheriff and later an 

Investigator with Smith Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Department, I also 

served as a Patrolman, a De-

tective, a Detective Sergeant 

(Supervisor) of the Criminal 

Investigations Division, and 

a SWAT Team member at the 

10th largest department in the 

state of MS, Pearl Police De-

partment.  In February 2017, 

I began my current job as a 

Senior Criminal Investigator 

with the Mississippi Attorney 

General’s Office working cas-

es involving abuse, neglect, 

and exploitation of vulnerable 

persons. I have been to train-

ings and worked details liter-

ally across the country--from 

the west coast of San Diego, 

CA, to the east island of Puer-

to Rico.  My training is exten-

sive, having been educated in 

Crime Scene Investigation, 

Homicide Investigations, Ad-

vanced SWAT Training, Drug 

Search and Seizure, and fraud.  

I have worked with numerous 

Federal and State agencies 

throughout my career—Fed-

eral Bureau of Investigations; 

Secret Service; Alcohol, To-

bacco and Firearms; United 

States Marshalls; Drug En-

forcement Agency; Mississip-

pi Bureau of Narcotics, and 

the Mississippi Bureau of In-

vestigations—and have many 

contacts at each agency.  

Early in my career I set my 

sights on returning home and 

becoming Sheriff, as I have no 

greater desire than to serve the 

citizens of Smith County.  I 

have worked diligently to gain 

experience that I could bring 

back to Smith County, having 

worked over a thousand cases 

and made hundreds of arrests 

all over the state throughout 

my career.  As a product of this 

community, I am indebted to 

it for providing a great foun-

dation and equipping me for 

the future.  That said, I look 

forward to repaying those of 

you who have invested in me 

by bringing my training, expe-

rience, and expertise as your 

Sheriff of Smith County.    

-Raleigh High School 

Graduate

-Associates Degree in 

Criminal Justice

-Bachelor of Science De-

gree in Administration of Jus-

tice

-Full time certified Law En-

forcement Officer
-Experienced on many dif-

ferent levels of Law Enforce-

ment

- Currently employed as a 

Senior Investigator with the 

Mississippi Attorney Gener-

al’s Office
Paid for by the Campaign to 

Elect Joel Houston for 

Smith County Sheriff.

I would like to take this op-

portunity to officially announce 
my candidacy for the office of 
Smith County Circuit Clerk. 

My name is Earnest Burton, 

and my roots run deep in this 

place I call home. I am a life-

long resident of Smith County; 

my parents were the late Ever-

ett Burton of New Rhodes, LA 

and the late Martha Baldwin 

Dukes of Raleigh, MS. My 

stepfather was the late Kelly 

Dukes of Raleigh, MS. I have 

been married to Renee Horn 

Burton, also a lifelong resident 

of Smith County, for 29 years. 

Her parents are Eleanor Garner 

Tebo of Mize and the late Pat 

Horn of Raleigh. Her steppar-

ents were the late Inez Horn 

of Raleigh and the late Ken-

neth Tebo of Mize. My wife 

and I are graduates of Raleigh 

High School, and both of our 

children are graduates of Mize 

High School. Our children are 

Reagan Burton Patterson and 

Will Burton. Our daughter, 

Reagan, is married to Richard 

Patterson of Ellisville, and they 

have two children, Gabriel, 4 

yrs. and Avalyn 3 1/2 mo. Our 

son, Will, continues to live in 

Mize, MS. Outside my rela-

tionship with Christ, there is 

nothing I value more than fam-

ily.

My wife and I are members 

of Harmony Baptist Church in 

Mize, where we serve as young 

adult leaders. We have also 

been members of the US Armed 

Forces for over 32 years. I say, 

we, because I have learned that 

the spouse serves right along-

side the service member. Like 

many young men and women, 

I chose to join the MS Army 

National Guard in an effort to, 

not only serve my country, but 

also earn money for college. I 

received an Associates degree 

from Jones County Junior Col-

lege and transferred to Colum-

bia Southern University, where 

I earned a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Occupational Safety 

and Health.

On December 31, 2018, I re-

tired from military service, and 

for 28 of those 32 years, I was 

honored to have served in a ca-

reer position as Active Guard 

Reserve. During this time, I 

was responsible for process-

ing payroll for nearly 100 sol-

diers, managing and processing 

medical and personnel records, 

maintaining multiple facilities, 

and ensuring the accuracy of 

records from 31 different or-

ganizations. I was also respon-

sible for managing quarterly 

budgets, briefing senior-level 
leaders, and working alongside 

state and local officials regard-

ing budgets, emergency man-

agement, and provisions for 

speaking engagements.

From August 2010 through 

July 2011, I was called to serve 

in combat deployment in Af-

ghanistan. Though this was a 

challenging time for me and 

my family, I am very thankful 

to have been able to serve my 

country in that capacity. I am 

even more thankful that God 

saw fit to bring me safely home.
Today I serve as the Director 

of Education for Southeastern 

Contracting in Hattiesburg, 

MS, where I am responsible 

for collaborating with elected 

officials and local trades pro-

gram directors/educators in an 

effort to develop a construction 

program designed to prepare 

students for entry-level con-

struction jobs based on industry 

standards via the NCCER (Na-

tional Center for Construction 

and Education Research). In 

addition to this, I am responsi-

ble for collaborating with proj-

ect managers and the contract-

ed safety organization in efforts 

of ensuring the highest safety 

standards for every Southeast-

ern job site and eliminating all 

preventable personal injuries.

I look forward to serving 

the residents of Smith Coun-

ty as your next Circuit Court 

Clerk. I am committed to faith-

fully carrying out the duties 

of the Circuit Clerk office and 
to meeting the needs of every 

Smith County resident. If elect-

ed, I will bring to the office the 
same core values I’ve lived by 

for over 32 years: loyalty, duty, 

respect, selfless service, honor, 
integrity, and personal courage.

Lastly, I would like to em-

phasize that voting is a right 

given to us by every fallen ser-

vice member, and this should 

never be taken lightly. I en-

courage each citizen of Smith 

County to exercise this right 

by casting their vote in the 

upcoming elections. If you, 

or someone you know is not a 

registered voter, I urge you to 

register today or help someone 

else get registered. Then get out 

there and vote! I humbly ask for 

your support on August 6th, but 

regardless of who you choose 

to represent you, just go vote. 

For more information, I can be 

reached via e-mail at burton-

4circuitclerk@gmail.com or 

my Facebook page: Burton for 

Smith County Circuit Clerk.
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Houston announces candidacy for Sheriff

To the voters of Beat One.

I am Mike Bavido, a life 

long resident of Smith County. 

I am announcing my candida-

cy for Supervisor of Beat One. 

If elected I will execute 

the duties of this office to the 
best of my ability and serve 

the voters of Beat One to the 

fullest extent of my capacity 

as your supervisor. 

Your support will be great-

ly appreciated in this election 

year. 

Thank you, Mike Bavido
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Bavido announces candidacy for supervisor

By Ron Manning

Smith County Economic 

Development President Joe 

Tally and Executive Direc-

tor Charles Waldrup updated 

the Smith County Board of 

Supervisors on a potential 

major business locating in 

the Taylorsville Industri-

al Park at the supervisors 

board meeting on Monday, 

March 18. The name of the 

potential industry cannot be 

disclosed at this time due to 

a non-disclosure agreement. 

All of the supervisors were 

present for the meeting along 

with several county officials 
and staff members. Mr. Tally 

and Mr. Waldrup advised the 

board they were continuing 

to prepare and develop the 

property for the business and 

they were hopeful of a major 

public announcement on it 

in the near future. Addition-

ally, they advised the board 

the economic development 

council was planning a trip 

to Florida to visit one of the 

potential company’s facili-

ties, and they invited the su-

pervisors to join them on the 

trip. As recently reported to 

the Taylorsville Town Board 

by Newt Ishee, the Executive 

Director of the Mid-Missis-

sippi Development District, 

the new business could po-

tentially spend 150 million 

dollars building the industry 

and create a payroll of 16.2 

million dollars a year. In con-

junction with economic de-

velopment, each supervisor 

appointed or re-appointed 

the following representatives 

to the Mid-Mississippi De-

velopment District: District 

1 Charles Waldrup, District 

2 Perry Duckworth, District 

3 Miriam Hurdle, District 4 

John Adcock, and District 5 

Joe Tally.  

Victor Bryant addressed 

the board on either repair-

ing or purchasing the Cohay 

Masonic Lodge Building lo-

cated behind the Chancery 

Court Building. The building 

is downhill from the back of 

the Chancery Court Building 

and has water related damag-

es, and Mr. Bryant feels the 

damages are the result of poor 

planning on the construction 

of the Chancery Court Build-

ing causing water to drain 

into the building. The board 

asked him to provide them 

a price on possibly purchas-

ing the building at their next 

meeting. Following the board 

meeting, a board member ad-

vised the Reformer they plan 

to tear down the building and 

expand their parking lot if 

they decide to purchase the 

building. 

Sheriff Charlie Crump-

ton advised the board he and 

other Smith County Law En-

forcement Officers recently 
returned from a hearing in 

South Carolina on the Tim-

othy Jones murder case. 

Jones is accused of murder-

ing his 5 children in August 

of 2014. He was arrested in 

Smith County in Septem-

ber of 2014 during a routine 

. Sheriff Crumpton advised 

the board, the case hinged on 

Smith County Law Enforce-

ment’s involvement in the 

case. Asked by the Reformer 

for additional information 

on the Sheriff’s statement 

on the case, Board Attorney 

Wendell James explained 

Smith County had collected 

evidence from the suspect’s 

vehicle, and the collected ev-

idence is crucial to the pros-

ecution of the case. Sheriff 

Crumpton added he expects 

the judge’s ruling on the hear-

ing, shortly, and Smith Coun-

ty may need to return for the 

trial in May. Per the requests 

of Sheriff Crumpton, the 

board approved Deputy Jason 

Runnel’s appointment as the 

Smith County Fire Investiga-

tor, moving Landon Ates from 

part time to full time, moving 

Keith Stringer and Christine 

Brooks from full time to part 

time, and providing Marie 

Mathis and Roxanne Powell 

a raise as they have complet-

ed their probationary periods. 

The board approved a pay-

ment to AMR Ambulance 

Service in the amount of 

$2,473.65 for their yearly sub-

sidy from 3/1/19 to 2/28/20. 

AMR Operations Supervisor 

Hugh Hubbard was present at 

the meeting and provided the 

board a report on their ser-

vices. Mr. Hubbard advised 

the board the response time 

was about the same, and they 

were getting help from Simp-

son County as necessary. 
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Supervisors hear report on economic development project, 

address future of Cohay Masonic Lodge building By Ron Manning

Grant writer Lynetta Cook-

sey with East Central Plan-

ning and Development District 

addressed the board on the 

completion status of the new 

fire station, and pursuing new 
grants for work on the sew-

age system, the tennis courts, 

and a possible walking trail 

at the Raleigh Board meeting 

on Tuesday, March 12. Mayor 

Bobby Ray Boykin and Alder-

men John Butler, E. B. Keyes, 

and Otis Seaberry were pres-

ent for the meeting. Aldermen 

John Crumpton and Griff Kel-

ly were absent. In conjunction 

with the fire station grant, the 
project needs to be completed 

by Friday, April 12. She ad-

vised the board she received a 

report they should be finished 
with the inside of the building 

this week, and the major work 

remaining was the driveway 

and parking lot which will re-

quire dry weather. 

The fire station is being built 
with a 450K CDBG, Com-

munity Development Block 

Grant. Once the fire station is 
complete, Raleigh can qualify 

for a new 450K CDBG Grant 

for major work on the town’s 

sewer system. Moving forward 

with their plans for the sewer 

grant, Cooksey provided them 

with two proposals from engi-

neering firms on this project. 
After completing evaluation 

forms on the two firms, the 
board selected Engineering 

Plus of Meridian for the sewer 

project, and Ms. Cooksey set a 

public hearing on the project 

for 5:45 p.m. just prior to their 

next meeting on Tuesday, April 

9. Ms. Cooksey also discussed 

an 80/20 park grant for a walk-

ing trail with the board and a 

50/50 land and water conserva-

tion grant which could be used 

to work on the tennis courts. In 

kind work is a term for work a 

local government agency can 

provide for a portion of their 

matching amount, and Alder-

man Otis Seaberry asked what 

% of in kind work was avail-

able on the tennis court proj-

ect and was advised by Ms. 

Cooksey that ½ of the town’s 

matching amount could be in 

kind work. Mayor Boykin add-

ed the town was also seeking a 

U. S. Tennis Association Grant 

for work on the tennis courts. 

Following these discussions, 

the board approved a resolu-

tion to seek these grants.  Ms. 

Cooksey also advised she was 

working with Police Chief Ter-

ry Miller on a 5K Justice Assis-

tance Grant for equipment for 

the police department. 

Advantage Energy of Jack-

son supplies natural gas for 

Raleigh’s gas system, and the 

president of the company, Pat 

Courter, addressed the board 

on records of the amount of 

gas purchased with the amount 

of gas billed to customers. 

Through the years, Raleigh’s 

records have shown them 

sometimes purchasing more 

gas than they are selling which 

is a concern for the town as 

well as the MS Public Service 

Commission. Mr. Courter stat-

ed several reasons this could be 

happening including leaks in 

the system, old meters not re-

cording usage accurately, mis-

takes on reading the meters, 

etc., and he suggested the town 

consider hiring a profession-

al inspection company to help 

them study the problem and 

seek a solution. Maintenance 

Supervisor Lybryant Clark 

pointed out that the meters at 

the town hall, the fire station, 
and the maintenance shop have 

not been being read and this 

might be part of the problem. 

These meters are not read as 

they are government entities 

and are not billed for gas us-

age, but Supervisor Clark stat-

ed we do need to read them and 

incorporate their figures into 
our usage. Although the gas 

system is a financial resource 
for the town, the town has been 

considering selling the system 

to Center Point Gas or another 

gas company due to the liabil-

ity of operating a gas system. 
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Raleigh Board discusses fire station and grant projects


